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Blessed Advent New Year! - Year of Grace 2019

Dear Parishioners,

12-02-2018

Looking back Last Sunday: The Solemnity of Christ the King and the 34th and Last Week of Ordinary Time
Can you believe it’s Thanksgiving already!? Wow…My apologies for my bulletin absence during November. I
wanted to make sure I made good on having a real retreat. This unexpected pilgrimage to Ireland, that I was not
particularly thrilled to be going on, with three other priests, had many elements of a good sit-com. That being said, it
was spiritually rewarding, and I think relevant to the life of our Parish and the Church as a whole right now.
First, the padres spent a good week at Silverstream Benedictine Priory in County Meath. This is a new
foundation of mostly American monks who are dedicated to Perpetual Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and praying
in for reparation and healing for sins committed against the Blessed Sacrament and especially sins of the clergy. This
reality, in a nation where the Church has been hit probably the hardest by the scandal revelations of recent decades, was
not lost on any of us. One of the monks at this only all-male house of Perpetual Adoration in the world, was the recipient
of a series of private revelations, approved by the local Bishop of Meath, and this monastery is a direct fulfillment of a
command and prophecy of our Lord to found such a house for the reparation of the sins of the Church. These
revelations can be read in the book, “In Sinu Iesu”. And to see the monks actually living this out was nothing short of
miraculous, challenging and consoling, all at the same time. I’ve made the resolution to spend more time with Our Lord
in the Blessed Sacrament and I hope you will also consider doing the same (St Mary’s is open during most office hours
and we also have the St. Peter Julian Eymard Perpetual Adoration Chapel here at St. Mary: there are many hours open
listed in the bulletin each week: please consider consoling Our Lord’s Eucharistic Heart by spending time with Him!).
The second part of our trip, in addition to some sight-seeing (mostly churches; we’re priests right?), was our
mini-retreat at the Knock Shrine in County Mayo. The Shrine is popularly called “Our Lady of Knock,” but that’s actually a
misnomer. More than just the Blessed Mother appeared at that little parish of St. John the Baptist in 1879: Mary was
joined by St. Joseph and St. John the Apostle all standing aside of Our Lord, Who appeared as a little Lamb standing in
front of a cross on an altar surrounded by a choir of angels. Other aspects that make Knock stand apart from more wellknown shrines like Fatima or Lourdes or Guadalupe is that this apparition was totally silent, was more or less “projected”
on the back outside wall of the parish church, and witnessed by 15 people, of all ages, and lasted for two full hours.
But what struck me most was that Jesus appeared not in His Humanity, as he often does to the saints and
mystics, but that showed Himself in Knock as the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world. Furthermore, this
figure of the Lamb of God appeared directly on the reverse side of the tabernacle on the sanctuary wall of the Parish
church, from the outside. And finally, Jesus appeared as a Lamb in a country literally covered with lambs and sheep! (I
looked it up and was proven wrong: there are more people than sheep in Ireland: 6.2 million people and 5.1 million
sheep…. But still, seriously that’s a lot of sheep!....)
To me, both the Monastery and Knock have the same clear message: Spend more time in silence in the Presence
of the Innocent Lamb of God. Jesus is present in EVERY tabernacle throughout the world and the three purest souls in
the New Covenant: Mary, St. Joseph and St. John, teach us by word and example the meaning of the great mystery of
the Holy Eucharist and how we are to stay close to the Lord. Furthermore, for the healing of the Church to be complete,
we need to draw close to Jesus for the sake (reparation) of those who have drawn far away, in this in a land where the
faith has all but collapsed in a very short time. And Jesus is always with us as the lambs are everywhere in Ireland.
And so what does this mean for Christ the King? Jesus wants to be our King, but not in the way we expect. He
comes as a little lamb. Imagine yourself as a child and go up to meet Jesus the Little Lamb. Cuddle close and allow him to
cuddle you and in this way conquer and rule your heart in His Eucharistic presence!
See Silverstream Priory at: https://www.cenacleosb.org & Knock Shrine at: https://www.knockshrine.ie .
Just some notes on Parish Life:
Many thanks to Ben Maes and Ruth Miller for arranging for the new Sound System at St. Mary in time for the Holidays!
Saints be praised! Also, Daily Mass attendees will notice that we have been praying Morning Prayer from the Liturgy of
the Hours, the official prayer of the Church, on weekdays when there is no Mass. The Liturgy of the Hours is an
extension of the Eucharistic Liturgy (The Mass) so this is very appropriate, and we are praying in unison with the whole
Church with the same Psalms and readings. Thank you to Ben Maes and Deacon Cary for making this resource available
to our parish! Also, all are invited to the several cultural Christmas festivities that will fill out the month of December!

- Fr. Straz
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de Guadalupe
@ St. Mary

Catholic Church,
4001 St. Mary Dr.
Wednesday,
December 12, 2018

Misa/Mass
a las

6PM

Recepcíon/
Potluck 7PM
Live Music by Los
Flacos!

Fun for the kids! Piñata por los ninos.
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Our Lady of Guadalupe
Throughout the liturgical year, the Church honors Mary’s role in her Son's life, in her personal life, and
even in her apparitions. Our Lady of Lourdes (France), Our Lady of Fatima (Portugal), Our Lady of
Czestochowa (Poland), Our Lady of Knock (Ireland), Our Lady of La Vang (Vietnam) to name a few, have
become symbols or icons of the faith of these various peoples. On his visit to Mexico City, Pope John Paul
II declared (on 22 January 1999) Our Lady of Guadalupe patroness of the Americas and proclaimed her
feast a holy day throughout the land. Our Lady of Guadalupe has been designated as the Patroness of all
the Americas, not only for people of Hispanic descent but also for all who live on these continents. The
feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe celebrates love, compassion, and hospitality. After the Spanish conquered
the indigenous inhabitants of modern-day Mexico, Juan Diego prayed for unity and peace for his people.
Through the apparition of Our Lady, known as Guadalupe, the Spanish and the Aztecs, neither of whom
were innocent of bloodshed, found a new way to live together in peace. The image of Mary that remains
on the tilma of Juan Diego is a combination of European and Indian styles. Her gown is European, yet her
face is mestizo. She is mother to both peoples. This pregnant Virgin is a symbol of new life, unity,
resurrection, and hope through the Incarnation of her Son.
Our Lady of Guadalupe is said to have appeared to Juan Diego in 1531 in Mexico. Her apparition there is
earlier than the apparitions at both Lourdes (1858) and Fatima (1917). Except for Vatican City, more
pilgrims visit the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City than any other shrine in Christendom. By
now, most have heard the story of Juan and the Virgin. This patronal feast of Mexico celebrates the
appearance of Mary at Tepeyac, Mexico, in 1531 to Cuatitlatoatzin, whose baptismal name was Juan
Diego. In the picture of herself that she left on Cuatitlatoatzin's cloak, Mary is an Indian, wrapped in the
traditional sash worn by pregnant Indian women, and surrounded by the sun, moon and stars. When Our
Lady appeared to Juan Diego on a frozen Tepeyac hill in Mexico in 1531, she instructed him to gather roses
as proof of her apparition. Ever since, believers have brought flowers on this day to honor Our Lady of
Guadalupe. In this way, she affiliated herself with those who were poor and oppressed.
Throughout the year, the faithful gather in shrines and basilicas dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary days
and weeks before her feast days. In these long and varied celebrations, the highlight is always the vigil. In
Mexico City, thousands of pilgrims gather in "La Villa" (literally, "the town," the Basilica of Our Lady of
Guadalupe) to celebrate today's feast. Starting the night of December 11, there is an incredible display of
singing, serenatas (serenades), dancing, prayer, and devotional acts. Through these, participants are
prepared for a new dawn in which, by her intercessory presence, Mary of Guadalupe brings hope and
peace. Perhaps our communities can take advantage of this concept of rich traditions in our Church—to
bring together prayer groups, liturgical ministries, and other parish leaders for a night celebrating the
Eucharist, and when all will celebrate with Mary of Guadalupe the sacrificial banquet of her son and the
hope of new beginnings.

Remembering November 2018

Knock Shrine – County Mayo, Ireland

Silverstream Priory – County Meath, Ireland

On Tuesday, Nov 27th, St. Paul Parish officially signed over the old St. Paul Rectory (“The Trailer”) to Holle Edwards and her
growing family. “The Trailer” was purchased and given to St. Paul Parish by Swinomish Catholic Elder Laura Wilbur in 1982,
and the Religious Sisters who served the Native Community paid her back for their new home by running the fireworks
stand named “Holy Smokes.” After the Sisters, and later the Jesuit priests, pulled out of serving on the Swinomish
Reservation in 2010, other parish families took turns living in “The Trailer,” most recently Holle and her family. Holle is a
descendant of Elder Laura Edwards. Both the “Grandmothers Laura” (Wilbur and Edwards) prayed the rosary every week at
St. Paul with Sr. Barbara and Sr. Julie for over 10 years when St. Paul’s had no assigned priest; they prayed for a priest to
come. It was a blessing that descendants of both women were present for this historic hand-off that the Archdiocese of
Seattle deemed necessary, as there is no foreseeable use of the old Rectory now. It is fitting that “The Trailer,” which is a
symbol of memories for many tribal members who held Bible studies and catechism classes there, will be kept “in the
family” of the Catholics of Swinomish. This joint celebration was a sign that both these pillar Catholic Families of Swinomish
will continue to work together to keep St. Paul Church viable for future generations of Native Americans.

