Saint Mary Parish
4001 Saint Mary’s Drive
Anacortes, WA 98221
360.293.2101 v 360.293.8556 f
www.stmaryanacortes.org
September 2, 2018
Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Liturgy Schedule—Saint Mary Parish
Celebration of the Eucharist
Weekend
Saturday Vigil Mass …………..………. 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass …………….. 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.
Weekday
Tuesday………………………………......6:00 p.m.
Wednesday—Saturday……………..…9:00 a.m.
First Friday
Mass …………...……..………………..… 9:00 a.m.
First Saturday
Sacrament of Reconciliation….……...9:00 a.m.
Benediction and Mass ……………… 10:00 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Half hour before Daily Mass
in addition to the following:
Saturday ….…………………. 3:30 p.m.—4:30 p.m.
Sunday…………………...….. 7:30 a.m.; 10:15 a.m.
Our Sacred Purpose
Our purpose at St. Mary Parish is to live
our devotion to Christ in the Eucharist
and our compassion for Christ in one another,
to build a welcoming community
that will love and serve God and neighbor,
and share the Good News of Jesus Christ.

Saint Paul Parish
St. Paul Church and Fr. Twohy Spiritual Center
17456 Pioneer Pkwy . La Conner, WA98257
Mail: c/o 4001 Saint Mary’s Drive
Anacortes, WA 98221
360-293-2101
The Father willed to give us birth by the word of truth
that we may be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.
James 1:18

Liturgy Schedule—Saint Paul Parish
Summer Schedule 2018
The Second Sunday

June 10, July 8, August 12
Celebration of the Eucharist
Sunday Mass ………………….….……… 6:00 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Sunday …………………………….……... 5:00 p.m.

Readings for the week...
You can find readings for every
day at www.usccb.org/nab
The Liturgy of the Hours—the
official daily prayer of the
church—is at
www.divineoffice.org
The Vision That Unites Us
Build Community – Grow Spiritually – Passionate Disciples
Our Three Pastoral Priorities
Welcoming—Formation—Stewardship
The Values That Guide Us
Community – Prayer – Evangelism – Commitment

Parish Directory
St. Mary Parish Office:
360-293-2101; FAX: 360-293-8556
4001 Saint Mary’s Drive
Anacortes, WA 98221
www. stmaryanacortes.org

Parish Office Hours: Monday through Friday
Monday through Friday:
10:00 a.m.—Noon,1:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m.

Parish Pastoral Team
Rev. Mel Strazicich, Pastor
Ext. 101
Ruth Miller, Parish Administrator
Ext. 102
ruth.miller@stmaryanacortes.org
Daniel Gutierrez, PA for Faith Formation
Ext. 104
fform@stmaryanacortes.org
Ben Maes, PA for Liturgy
Ext. 106
liturgy@stmaryanacortes.org
Marcia Maes, Receptionist
Ext. 100
aa1@stmaryanacortes.org
Brandee Theriot, Administrative Assistant
Ext. 103
adminast@stmaryanacortes.org
Deacon Cary Parnell
509-860-5826
deaconcary@stmaryanacortes.org

Parish Councils
Pastoral Council:
Mark Leopold, Co-chair
Dave Vacanti, Co-chair
Finance Council:
To be determined

St. Paul Parish Office 360-293-2101
17456 Pioneer Parkway
La Conner, WA 98257
Mail: c/o 4001 Saint Marys Dr.
Anacortes, WA 98221

Parish Office Hours
Contact Ruth Miller at 360-293-2101 x102
ruth.miller@stmaryanacortes.org

Parish Pastoral Team
Rev. Mel Strazicich, Pastor
Ruth Miller, Parish Administrator

Immaculate Conception Regional School
(360)428-3912
Gwen Rodrigues, Principal
1321 E Division St.
Mount Vernon, WA 98274
Mass Intentions
September 4: Rubiel Cadavid +
September 5: Ernest Mullinaux +
September 6: Colleen Sands +
September 7: Todd Johnson +
September 8: Sharon Beaner +

This week at St. Mary and St. Paul
Sunday, September 2
7:30 a.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
8:00 a.m. Mass
10:15 a.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
11:00 a.m. Mass
St. Paul, Swinomish Reservation
No Mass
Monday, September 3—Labor Day
No Mass
Parish Offices Closed
Tuesday, September 4
4:30 p.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:30 p.m. Seven Sorrows Rosary
5:00 p.m. Mass (Please Note New Mass Time)
Wednesday, September 5
8:30 a.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
9:00 a.m. Mass
10:00 a.m. Steps in a Journey
6:00 p.m. RCIA
Thursday, September 6
8:30 a.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
9:00 a.m. Mass
6:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
Friday, September 7—First Friday
8:30 a.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
9:00 a.m. Mass
10:00 a.m. Children’s Holy Hour
2:30 p.m. Seven Sorrows Rosary
3:00 p.m. Chaplet of Divine Mercy
6:00 p.m. Men’s Adoration Hour
Saturday, September 8—First Saturday
9:00 a.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
9:00 p.m. Holy Hour or Reparation
10:00 a.m. Benediction and Mass
3:30 p.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
5:00 p.m. Mass
Sunday, September 9
7:30 a.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
8:00 a.m. Mass
9:30 a.m. Whole Family Catechesis
10:15 a.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
11:00 a.m. Mass
St. Paul, Swinomish Reservation
6:00 p.m. Gate of Mercy Healing Mass

Parish News and Events
Praying for our Military
CDR Roger Leech, USN
L.CPL. Jobil Anne Robinson, USMC
Thomas Mullinaux, USAF
Lt. J.G. Scott Cadmus, USN
ATCS (AW) Justin Lartigue, USN
MM CPO Jon Walsh, USN
Johnny C. McDonald, USN
1st Lt. Britta Vivaldo, USMC
Lt. Kimberly Dillon, USN
Major Alain Martinez, USAF
LCDR Andrew Gibbons, USN
MIDN2C Hope Hurtado, USN
Lt. Tom Cruz, USN
Miguel Boza, USAF

Perpetual Adoration
St. Peter Julian
Eymard Chapel

AVAILABLE
HOURS

Alliance of the
Two Hearts
SUNDAY:
and
2 am, 9 pm
Communion of
MONDAY:
No open hours
Reparation is
TUESDAY:
on the First
Midnight - 4am Friday of every
WEDNESDAY:
month, with
3 am
24-hour
THURSDAY:
Adoration
in
4 am
the
Church.
FRIDAY :
3 am
SATURDAY:
3 pm
Adorer needed 2 weeks a month
for Tuesday, 2 pm Adoration hour.

The one who does justice
will live in the presence
of the Lord.
Psalm 15

Please Note
Change in Mass Time
Beginning Tuesday, September 4
all Tuesday daily Mass times will
now be moved up one hour and
celebrated at 5:00 p.m. with
confession opportunities now at
4:30 p.m.

Faith Formation Reminder
Whole Family Catechesis
Whole Family Catechesis begins
Sunday, August 9, 9:30 - 10:45
a.m. Whole Family Catechesis is
for parents and all children
kindergarten through high school
including those in Sacramental
Prep for First Holy Communion
and Confirmation, and those in
RCIC (Rite of Christian Initiation for
Children). Registration forms are
available in the church narthex
and in the parish office. Please
contact Daniel in the Parish Office
at
360-293-2101
or
fform@stmaryanacortes.org with
any questions or comments.

CROP Hunger Walk
Sunday, September 30
Join St. Mary’s team in walking to
fight hunger locally and globally
in the CROP Hunger Walk Sunday,
September 30 at 2:00 p.m. The
walk begins at Mt. Vernon
Christian School and goes to
downtown Mt. Vernon and back,
with a shorter family walk option.
If you are interested in joining the
team, log on to www.
CROPhungerwalk.org/
mountvernon to sign up, or
contact Sharee Norton at
share.norton@gmail.com.

Please call the Parish Office for more Information 360-293-2101

September 3, 2018
The Parish Office will be closed
M o n d a y , S e p t e m be r 3 i n
observance of Labor Day.

Fall Rummage Sale
September 20, 21 and 22
We are getting ready for our Fall
Rummage Sale and find the sale
shed is getting quite full. If you
have large items to donate and
you are able to do so, please hold
on to them until September 10
when setup for the sale begins
and items can be delivered to the
back door of the Parish Hall. If you
or anyone you know plans to
donate furniture, please make sure
the items are clean and in good
condition (not scratched or
gouged up, etc.). The shed
contains a number of furniture
items that are in very poor
condition and will need to be
taken to the dump. Dump fees =
less profit. Please note the items
we do not accept: TV’s,
computers or monitors, exercise
equipment, child car seats, box
springs and mattresses. Thank you
for your consideration!

Bible Study
Beginning October 4
Join us for Bishop Robert Barron’s
The Mass, a six session walk
through the Liturgy. The Mass will
help you understand how to fully,
consciously, and actively
participate in the source and
summit of Christian life. Sign up in
the Parish Office; we are ready to
preorder workbooks, and books
are expected to be $25 each.
Bible study is held in the Father
Auer Center on Thursdays after the
9:00 a.m. Mass and will begin
October 4.

79th Annual Tekakwitha Conference: Tacoma and Lummi

Tekakwitha Conference - Lummi Pilgrimage Day - July 21, 2018

Reflections for This Week
On the Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time, the
Gospel flows from the readings this past week. When
Jesus is challenged because his disciples don't follow the
ritual washings, he defends them, quoting Isaiah: “This
people honors me with their lips, but their hearts are far
from me.” Jesus calls us to an inner cleanliness: “From
within people, from their hearts, come evil thoughts,
unchastity, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit,
licentiousness, envy, blasphemy, arrogance, folly. All
these evils come from within and they defile.”

Daily Prayer This Week
Among the many healing stories in this week's gospels is
the story of the call of Peter. It is powerful for us
because we see the very human moment of Peter's self
-doubt: he realizes the power of Jesus, falls down in an
awareness of his own sinfulness and wants Jesus to turn
away from him because he is too sinful.

All of us can have moments of feeling we are unworthy
- and the truth is that we can never be worthy of the
unending love Jesus offers us. But how blessed we are if
Our first weekday reading for the next several weeks will we realize that we are loved without limits even though
be from Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians, offering a
we have done nothing to deserve that kind of love.
look at the struggles and joys of the early life of the
Church in Corinth. Paul admits, “I came to you in Knowing in a balanced humility that we are sinful is not
weakness and fear and much trembling, and my a bad thing - but if we get stuck there, and are
message and my proclamation were not with persuasive tempted to turn away from Jesus as Peter did, then we
words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of spirit and have become more focused on ourselves than on the
power, so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom love we are being offered. This week is a week to
rejoice in that love and healing Jesus wants to give us.
but on the power of God.”
It is a prayer we can carry throughout our days.
This week we begin reading from Luke's Gospel, which
brings us the vivid stories of Jesus' early public ministry. We Each morning as we awake, we can ask the Lord to
will continue with Luke until Advent. Jesus teaches in the open our hearts in gratitude for what we will be offered
synagogue in his hometown of Nazareth. “The Spirit of the this day. We might pause to imagine ourselves being
Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring healed and touched by Jesus. For just a moment, we
glad tidings to the poor,” he reads from Isaiah, but his might see Jesus in front of us, his eyes filled with such
listeners wanted only to see the miracles they had heard love, reaching out to give our ears and tongue a
about him. He cleanses a man of an unclean spirit - a healing touch; to lift us from an invalid's bed or to drive
spirit who recognizes Jesus as the “Holy One of God” the unclean spirits from us.
when those around Jesus did not. He cures Simon's Throughout the day we can remember that gentle
mother-in-law and then tells the crowds he must leave to touch from Jesus and ask him to continue drive out any
spread the good news to other towns. As Jesus comes of those unclean spirits we may be carrying today.
upon Peter, James and John, he invites the weary What is Jesus calling me to? Who am I being invited to
fishermen to lower their empty nets one more time. When listen to and speak on behalf of today? Who will come
they bring up nets overflowing with fish, Peter says, across my path today that needs Jesus' healing
“Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man” but Jesus through my own care and kind words?
reassures him not to be afraid and says Peter will be
catching people now. He tells them, “No one pours new Dearest Jesus, be with me in this day. I can feel how
wine into old wineskins.” Otherwise, the new wine will much I long for a deeper connection with you, and yet
burst the skins, and it will be spilled, and the skins will be I am ashamed of my weaknesses. Touch my heart so
ruined. When he is criticized for allowing his disciples to that I might be open to your healing love.
pick grain to eat on the sabbath, Jesus is compassionate Let me be open to all of those you put in my life today
toward their hunger and defends them saying, “The Son and let me be aware of their needs and care for them
of Man is lord of the sabbath.”
before I worry about my own. Give me an awareness
From the “Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer,” the Creighton
of the love that is already there for me and a
University’s Online Ministries website: http://www.creighton.edu/ generosity of heart that allows me to share it with
others.
Collaborative Ministry/online.html.
Used with permission.

Jesus’s Compassion for the Sick
Our poor are great people. They give us more than we give them. They can teach us so many beautiful things.
They don’t need our sympathy or our pity. They need our love and compassion. We don’t have to love them from
our abundance. We must love them until it hurts.
The same way Jesus allows himself to be broken and given to us as food, we, too, must divide and share what
we have with others. First of all, we must share with those in our homes because love starts at home. From there,
charity extends to our neighbors who are right next door, then to those who live on the same street, and from there
to those in the city where we live.
To be true, love has to hurt. Our people, the poor, are great people because they give us a lot of love and joy
by accepting us. They appreciate the little things we do for them.
SAINT TERESA OF CALCUTTA
Saint Teresa of Calcutta (+ 1997) founded the Missionaries of Charity and was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.

St. Mary’s Fall 2018

Sale Dates:
September 20, 21 & 22, 2018
THURSDAY 10:00 A.M.—7:00 P.M.
FRIDAY
10:00 A.M.—4:00 P.M.
SATURDAY 10:00 A.M.—4:00 P.M.
SETUP Dates:
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 through
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
9:00 A.M.—4:00 P.M.


Sunday, September 9 at 4:00 p.m. Men are needed to set up the Parish Hall
and hallway with tables, shelving and clothing racks.



Monday, September 10 at 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Help is needed to unload the
big shed and to unpack boxes and bags.



Sunday, September 23 Final parish shopping 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
At 1:00 p.m. help is needed in bagging clothing and boxing hangers

REMEMBER Cleanup Day is Monday, September 24 at 9:30 a.m.
This is where we need help from men and women again please!
For those unable to help, please donate some lunch items for
our hard-working crew! Please sign up in the kitchen
to let us know what you can bring and when.
The Rummage Shed is full at this time. Please hold all donations
until the week of Monday, September 10.
Parishioners get the privilege to shop early by working at least 4 hours. New
parishioners are encouraged to join us.
Save this notice for future reference!

JMJ

08-22-2016
Feast of the Queenship of Mary

Dear Parishioners and Fellow Christians,
I want to share with all of you, in solidarity, my deep anger and hurt over what has come to light with the abuse
scandals, of both children AND young adult seminarians and priests, both in Catholic Church in the US and around the
world, especially in the last six months. I apologize if my recent references to the tragedy in the last week were
insufficient for you to connect with where I am at with everything. I simply had not had the time to absorb all that has
been reported, especially with the Pennsylvania situation. And when put in the current global context, it’s rather
overwhelming. There’s been a lot of anger to sort through for me personally. While I find it hard to keep anything short,
yet I feel the need to unburden my heart with you, my parish family, if you will give me that grace…
Most people are very aware now of the horrific situation in Pennsylvania, where that State’s grand jury report found
that over a 70-year period, in the six dioceses of Pennsylvania, 301 priests were credibly accused of abusing at least 1000
young persons. We have a right – even a duty – to be outraged by the attack upon and exploitation of the innocent, and
to demand accountability. This intrinsic evil was compounded, not only by the scope and gravity of what appears to be
in some instances “rings” of abusing clergy and repeat offenders in Pennsylvania, but also as it seems clear that some
church leaders in these dioceses covered up abuse and protected themselves instead of the innocent victims. These are a
both serious crimes and a mortal sins; it is therefore not unjust for Catholics to desire justice, even criminal
prosecution when possible.
In related news this summer, the former Cardinal Archbishop of Washington D.C., Theodore McCarrick, was removed
from active ministry, and stripped of his rank of Cardinal. He has been credibly accused of abusing at least one child, and
grooming or abusing numerous young-adult seminarians and priests under his care. It is warranted to support
prosecution or defrocking of both Archbishop McCarrick and those who enabled him.
In addition to these scandals there have been large-scale scandals in Italy around sexual misconduct and even
prostitution among clergy. My own friends have been deeply affected by the scandals in the Dioceses of Naples and
Teggiano-Policastro, and even in the Vatican itself. The situation that’s been unfolding in Church in Australia is an
unmitigated disaster, with one Archbishop under house arrest and their only Cardinal under subpoena; while in Chile,
also an unmitigated disaster, all the bishops of that country decided it was best to resign their offices earlier this spring
so as to help Pope Francis make a clean sweep of the abuse of power among their ranks (and this after some very
serious blunders on Chilean national television by the Holy Father himself). And then there’s Ireland… so many crimes in
the Church have been uncovered there in recent years…. And back here in the USA, two seminaries are under
investigation for an alleged “gay subculture.” And the list of countries and regions drawn into this mess keeps growing…
I found a quote from another priest that reflects my feelings:
“While I have at times wanted to insist that the percentage of clerical offenders is the same or lower as other
groups of men, I must also say that whatever the percent, the crime is far worse. This is because people entrust
to us the most precious and necessary thing they need for salvation — their faith. For any of us to mislead God’s
faithful or strip them of the trust they need to attain deeper faith is the worst sort of malpractice. And there are
clerics up to the highest ranks who have done this, here and throughout the world. For clergy to go so far as to
seduce others to sin is a horrific crime.1”

Jesus said: “Scandals will inevitably arise: but woe to him through whom they come! It is
better for him that a millstone be hung about his neck, and that he be cast into the sea, than
that he should scandalize one of these little ones.” (Luke 17:1-2)

1

http://www.ncregister.com/blog/msgr-pope/active-homosexuality-in-the-priesthood-is-at-the-root-of-this-crisis
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Indeed, this year is turning out to be far worse than the year of the 2002 Boston scandal; could it get any worse?
It is NOT wrong to feel hurt and even anger at the house of God being tarnished and divided from within. We need to
pray for the Holy Father, Pope Francis, to be able to surround himself with trustworthy and holy men and women who
can help shape a path of healing for the global church in the area of sexual morality and its abuse among our leaders.

We should also pray that we do NOT fall into the trap of scapegoating what we think are clear categories of offenders.
Let’s remember that ANY sexual sin is objectively disordered (CCC #2351); and remember it’s the sin, NOT the person
that’s disordered, so we should be careful to NOT label people “intrinsically disordered,” because very few of us could, if
any, cast the first stone. At the same time, I’m very grateful for the exposing, once more, 2 of the “gay subculture” among
some ranks of clergy. Many have rightly suspected this for a long time, too many, sadly, have had to “navigate” it,
including many seminarians: McCarrick’s victims were not alone.
That being said, all this does NOT mean that all priests are “gay,” NOR does it mean that all “gays” are pedophiles!
We need to step back and breathe and PRAY for the renewal of the gift of both chastity and openness for our church
and world. These scandals are a great opportunity for the Church to become a beacon of hope for those who are looking
for the real truth about human sexuality in the light of Christ, and for those seeking sexual healing in a hyper-sexualized
and sexually-wounded world. Christ came to redeem us, ALL of us, including our sexual identity and brokenness!
My own calling to the priesthood started long before our own national scandals occurred, but I have long been acutely
aware of sad situations in the Church in general and locally. My entire theology formation and my first 10 years of
priesthood have been lived under this shadow of scandal caused by my own brothers of the cloth. It is “normal” to be a
suspected abuser and/or homosexual as a priest today, and I’d like to think it doesn’t affect me, but I know that can’t be
true. All of my comrades in seminary have had to struggle to understand how it is that we were called to join a “band of
brothers” when some of those brothers are not shepherds but wolves who put us all under a cloud of suspicion.
As regards seminary today: I can faithfully testify that I have experienced, both personally and through the testimony of
our seminarians, the ongoing reforms of seminaries used by the Archdiocese of Seattle. I can also testify to the strong
leadership and reforms of our Vocation Director, Fr. Bryan Dolesji, and his work alongside Archbishop Sartain to ensure a
healthy and sound formation for our seminarians. Our Archdiocese is a safe place for young men to discern a vocation!
I want to thank in a special way the several people who have reached out to me in the last week for both their own need
for help and also for support for me: it is clear you have a love for Christ and His innocent children, for the Church, her
children and her priests, and for me personally. I share with you your tears of frustration, fear and many mixed emotions
of betrayal and hope. I especially want to thank several Protestants who have come up to me this week to remind me
this week that the Catholic Church is not the only denomination that experiences fallen humanity, it’s just our Catholic
leaders were so negligent. Thank you, my Protestant brothers, for your profound kindness, and your veiled apology for
any Protestant contributions to the cloud of suspicion of celibacy under which so many good and faithful Catholic priests
have carried on their ministry for over 1,000 years! I also want to thank the several parishioners and other anonymous
people who came to me in marketplaces this week and asked for my blessing, both shocking and reminding me that the
Priesthood is still valued here in Anacortes, even at this time!
Just as I have had to come to grips with belonging to a group, among whom there are evil men, so too each of us as
Catholics must struggle with what it means to belong to a Church, in which spiritual leadership is sometimes entrusted to
negligent, damaged, or even evil persons. When people asked me as a seminarian why I wanted to be a priest, my
2

Cf., John Jay Report (The Nature and Scope of the Problem of Sexual Abuse of Minors by Catholic Priests and Deacons in the United
States), © United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2004. This report identified that between 1950 and 2002, 81% of the victims of clerical
abuse were male and 78% were post-pubescent.
Before we can begin to deal with how to respond, as Catholics in faith, to the homosexual nature of clerical abuse of minors and adults,
we need to first admit as a church that this is a real issue. Too many have been hurt by ignoring this fact… Let’s NOT overreact and scapegoat all
homosexuals, nor all clergy; but we also cannot deny these stark statistics, and we must seek, as a Church, to find where in our tradition we are to
find the answers of how to deal with this reality of being broken - and yet redeemed by Christ - in our sexuality.
See: http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-protection/upload/The-Nature-and-Scope-of-Sexual-Abuse-of-Minors-byCatholic-Priests-and-Deacons-in-the-United-States-1950-2002.pdf
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response was the same, “I want to be like Jesus and the Saints and I know happy healthy priests and I want to be like
them!” I want to thank the monks of St. Martin’s in Lacey, WA, the monks of Westminster Abbey in Mission, British
Columbia, and Fr. Paul Auer, (RIP) of Anacortes, who were the first men of the Church I ever met who were visibly
happy to be priests and consecrated men of God! Fr. W.R. Harris was also a huge encouragement during my time in
Chicago, and I want to thank him and his priest-friends for their many years of wholesome friendship and personal
support and faithful ministry. These good men opened my eyes to a whole new world of holy joy that comes from a way
of life called celibacy and priesthood that seems strange to many, even within the church, and even to me as a
teenager; but is clearly the happy path of many saints in our Tradition. It is a JOY to bring the Body and Blood of Christ
and the Forgiveness of sins to all of you and to so many people I have ministered to along the way!
I would encourage you to think along the same lines. Why be a Catholic? Because Christ claimed you as His own when
you were baptized, and living the fullness of your Baptismal Call is impossible without the Sacraments! I beg you to be a
countersign, to be a Saint, to the examples of corruption in our Church, and commit yourself to holiness and prayer,
lived out in our Church.
Where do we go from here?
First: get informed. The list of names of 78 clergy and religious who served or resided in the Archdiocese of Seattle, with
credible allegations of abuse, was published by the Archdiocese 18 months ago. It can be found at this URL:
http://www.seattlearchdiocese.org/Assets/SEP/DisclosureList2018.pdf Because of this preventative transparency, we
can hope that a state-wide scandal similar to Pennsylvania will not break in Western Washington. However, please note:
there are priests on this list who have served in Skagit County and Island County. So, this must always be said: if you ever
suspect or have heard about an accusation of sexual abuse by a priest or parish employee or volunteer, please speak
up. Contact law enforcement. If you need help speaking up for yourself or another, I and my staff are here to help you
find your voice and a path to justice and healing.
Second: demand accountability. It is clear that some bishops and their diocesan officials have concealed past abuse and
enablement. It is not wrong to advocate ecclesial and civil prosecution of Bishops or other church personnel who have
ever been shown negligent in protecting children. I do not know what this looks like, but we should pray and advocate
that justice is done through a robust and transparent process.
Third: fast and pray. Please pray for all victims of sexual abuse, especially clerical sexual abuse. Pray that they will find
healing and peace, as well as justice whenever possible. Pray for our beloved Catholic Church. Pray that the Enemy –
who tempted these men, who then consented and chose grave evil – not be able to spread greater strife or confusion
beyond what is justly deserved because of this failure. Finally, if you feel you can spare the prayer, I would also ask you
to pray for the good priests and those men called to the priesthood who desire and strive to serve with integrity.

If you have been a victim of sexual abuse, by clergy or someone else, this scandal undoubtedly surfaces horrid and

excruciating moments for you. If you have persons with homosexual orientation within your family or circle of friends,
the abuse of adult seminarians and priests by other priests and bishops stirs up a whole other set of mixed emotions and
fears. I promise you that the Lord Jesus desires to bring light and healing to those places of doubt and confusion, not
just for your but for the whole Church. We are living in a very significant time. The fact that major scandals have broken
in nearly every major language group within the church in the last year, across the world, is uncanny. When the devil is
exposed, he cannot hide, but the devil can still create confusion.
If you are feeling confusion or other negative emotions around these issues, now might be the time for you to share your
burden with someone safe, and allow the Lord to begin the work of restoration in you. Please do not hesitate to contact
myself or any other parish staff to sit down and talk and pray together, especially if this scandal is a particularly heavy
weight for you, or is leading you to consider walking away from the Christ’s Church. I would encourage you to consider
joining a prayer group or study group at Church where you could at least share the spiritual burden with others who are
walking a similar path. I remind you of the recent testimony of our recent converts: it is only in the Eucharist and
Reconciliation that we will find the rest our souls long for!
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Here are some recent words from a great lay leader, Dr. Ralph Martin: I believe firmly that it is from laity like you and Dr.
Martin that the real reform of the Church will come:
‘We need to remember that even though we have this treasure in earthen vessels (or as some translations put it,
"cracked pots"), the treasure is no less the treasure. Don't throw out the baby with the bathwater! Baby Jesus is
the treasure, and He is still as present as ever and still as ready to receive all who come to Him. And the Mass!
Every day, He is willing to come to us in such a special way. Let's attend daily Mass even more frequently, to
offer the sacrifice of Jesus' death and resurrection to God the Father, in the power of the Holy Spirit, for the
salvation of souls and the purification of the Church.
We need to remember that the Catholic Church is indeed founded by Christ and, despite all problems, has within
it the fullness of the means of salvation. Where else can we go? Nowhere; this is indeed our Mother and Home,
and she needs our love, our prayers, and our persevering in the way of holiness more than ever.
We need to remember that there are many truly holy and dedicated bishops and priests, and we must pray for
them and support them. They need and deserve our support.
We need to remember that this isn't the first time such grave problems have beset the Church. In the fourteenth
century, St. Catherine of Siena bemoaned the "stench of sin" coming from the papal court…That isn't to say that
we don't need to take seriously and do all we can in response to the grave scandal we are facing in our time. And
yet we need to remember that all this is happening under the providence of God, and He has a plan to bring
good out of it. It was even prophesied strongly in Mary's apparitions in Akita, Japan. Jesus is still Lord and will
use the current grave problems to bring about good.
And finally, I'm beginning to see why the Lord has impressed on me so strongly in the past year the urgent need
to heed the appeals of Our Lady of Fatima. Indeed, as Mary said, "Pray, pray very much, and make sacrifices
for sinners; for many souls go to hell, because there are none to sacrifice themselves and to pray for them."
Let's continue to pray and offer sacrifices for the conversion of sinners and as reparation for sin, and let's pray
the rosary daily as Mary requested, for peace in the world and true renewal in the Church.’ 3
I will continue to share different articles and official statements by various Church leaders that I find helpful in both the
parishes’ bulletin and the St. Mary parish narthex. Copies of all of these can be made available through the St. Mary
parish office. Please stay informed via Catholic media sources where you will find much more content and background
on many aspects of these stories that are not covered by the secular media.
Thank you for your perseverance in the Faith and the prayers! Jesus is Lord! Always! Let us pray and advocate that
justice is chosen and pursued by authorities, and that healing results for victims, for our Church, and for our culture!
In Christ,
Fr. Mel Strazicich, Pastor.
+++
If you suspect abuse of a child or a vulnerable adult (or has been abused), call proper law enforcement or
the Washington State DSHS hotline no later than 48 hours. 1-866-END-HARM
If the alleged abuse involves Archdiocesan personnel-priest, deacons, teachers, employees or volunteers
at school or parishes- please call the Archdiocese of Seattle within 48 hours of learning of alleged abuse
at: 1-800-446-7762

3

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1104120873290&ca=8faccc27-7fe6-46c8-990c-32aac8eb8a2a
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Four things the church must do to respond to sex abuse
Aug 21, 2018 By Fr. Thomas Reese, S.J.
Catherine Coleman Murphy, center, and Jack
Wintermyer, right, protest along with others outside
Cathedral Basilica of Sts. Peter and Paul before an Ash
Wednesday Mass in Philadelphia on March 9, 2011.
(AP Photo/Matt Rourke)

People are not satisfied that the Catholic Church has
vigorously responded to the sex abuse crisis. After seeing
the crisis covered in The Boston Globe and elsewhere
since at least 2002, they are surprised to see reports once
again in the media.
What does the church need to do to get its house in order and satisfy its critics?
First, the church must deal with abusive priests and protect children.
Since 2002, the church has had in place policies and procedures to protect children and deal with bad priests. These
policies and procedures can always be improved, but they are not bad. It should be noted that of the 300 priests described
as abusers in the recently released Pennsylvania grand jury report, only two are accused of abusing within the last 10
years. All the other cases are decades old. About half of the 300 priests are dead. None are in ministry.
Today, every priest and seminarian (and every church employee or volunteer who works with children) must go through a
police background check. And if anyone is accused of abuse, that person must be reported to the police. Here in California
where I am writing this column, if I know of an abuse and do not report it to the police, I commit a felony and will go to
jail. Even where this is not state law, the U.S. bishops now require reporting all allegations to the police.
Since 2002, church rules also require that any priest with a credible accusation of abuse must be suspended from ministry
while a complete investigation takes place. The findings of the investigation must go to a diocesan review board, which
includes lay membership. If he is found guilty of abuse, he can never act as a priest again. This is important because most
abusive priests are protected from prosecution by the statute of limitations. The church must act if the police cannot.
Policies and procedures for dealing with bad priests are in place, but we must be sure that the bishops enforce them here in
the United States and around the world.
The second thing the church must do is hold accountable bishops who do not enforce these procedures, who do not protect
children. This is the sole responsibility of the pope.
Earlier this year, I would have said that Pope Francis did not understand this. During his trip to Chile in January, the pope
defended the bishops against accusations of cover-up from survivors of abuse. He later admitted he was wrong and
apologized. He acknowledged the cover-up and demanded that all the Chilean bishops submit their resignations. This sent
a message to every bishop in the world that he had better deal properly with abuse or he is going to hear from the pope.
But the pope’s response so far has been ad hoc. He needs to establish policies and procedures and a special office in the
Vatican to investigate complaints against bishops, as was recommended by the pope’s own Commission for the Protection
of Minors in 2015. This office has to be headed by someone with credibility and expertise. Lay people, not just other
bishops, need to be involved in this review.
If a bishop is guilty of not protecting children from abuse, he should lose his job.
What about the American bishops? Should they resign?
The problem with punishing the current crop of bishops is that most of them were not involved in the cover-up. Practically
all the bishops who failed in their job of protecting minors are dead or retired. They should have been dealt with decades
ago.
Third, the bishops need to fulfill their pastoral duty by reaching out and doing all they can to help survivors of abuse.
Every bishop should announce that he is willing to meet with any victim of abuse who wants such a meeting. Bishops
made a huge mistake following the advice of their lawyers and insurance companies who told them not to meet with
victims and their families.

Many survivors say that the hurt from not being listened to, not being believed, and being stonewalled was just as bad as
the abuse itself. Allowing the survivors to tell their stories is essential to their healing. It will also allow them to tell the
church what else it can do to help in their healing.
Each diocese also needs to set up a compensation fund to help survivors who cannot sue because the abuse is outside the
statute of limitations. This should be a nonadversarial process run by people independent of the diocese so victims get all
the money rather than having lawyers get 40 percent of the award.
The fourth thing the bishops must do is be completely open and transparent about the abuse that took place in their
dioceses.
The Pennsylvania grand jury report is a wake-up call to every diocese in the country. Each must make a full disclosure of
past abuse before anyone is going to believe they have this problem under control. The dioceses need to disclose the
names of every priest with credible accusations of abuse. Together with his name should be a description of the
accusation, when and where the alleged abuse took place, when the diocese learned about it, what the bishop did and
where the priest is now if he has not been kicked out of the priesthood.
This report, of course, would have to be done by a credible person, not a cleric or church employee. Perhaps it should be a
retired police or FBI investigator, a former prosecutor or a retired judge.
Unless the dioceses commit to such complete and transparent reporting of all past abuse, we will continue to see more and
more reports like that of the Pennsylvania grand jury. They will dribble out for years and years to come, giving the
impression that the church has done nothing to improve things.
But this reporting cannot end in the United States. The Vatican needs to report its part in this human tragedy. Who knew
what, and when? What did they do?
The Vatican has no interest in such disclosures. Only Francis can make it happen. Pope Francis and the Vatican talk about
the importance of confession. The church should practice what it preaches by confessing its sins in greater specificity,
doing penance and committing to never letting this happen again.
What would be appropriate penance? In his recent letter, the pope recommends prayer and fasting. These are traditional
penances, but I think we need to be more creative.
We should begin by asking the survivors what they think would be an appropriate penance. Certainly, a lot of fat clerics
could benefit from fasting. Perhaps we should bring back “sackcloth and ashes,” which was another traditional penance
for serious sins. Or a bishop could spend Lent on the street as a homeless person. Or he could spend Lent working in a
shelter for abused women.
The bishops need to do something serious, dramatic and appropriate to the crime. It does not have to be for the bishop’s
sins; it could be for the sins of his predecessors.
Each part of the church needs to fulfill its responsibility in responding to abuse: Bishops need to protect children and deal
with abusive priests, the pope needs to hold bishops accountable if they do not protect children, bishops need to reach out
to and help survivors of abuse in their dioceses, and bishops and the pope need to give a transparent and credible
accounting of past and current abuses and the church's response.
It will take time to heal the church from this great self-inflicted wound, just as it will take time for the victims of abuse to
heal. The process is painful for both, but the church can be inspired by the courage of the survivors of abuse who are
showing the way.
The church can’t afford to ignore or postpone these steps. The confidence and trust of a rising generation have already
been badly shaken. Recovering that trust might be possible, but only if we take our medicine.
[Jesuit Fr. Thomas Reese is a columnist for Religion News Service and author of Inside the Vatican: The Politics and
Organization of the Catholic Church.]
https://www.ncronline.org/news/accountability/signs-times/four-things-church-must-do-respond-sexabuse?utm_source=Copy+of+AUG_20++24_+COLUMNIST+%28CHANGE+SUBJECT%29&utm_campaign=cc&utm_medium=email
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21st Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B
Fr. Mel Strazicich

Today I feel the need to acknowledge and reflect on the current scandals and crisis in the
Church, so if you need to take you children out at this time, now is your chance to do that. But
first I want to share a story.
In reflecting on the events of the last several weeks, and in listening, to what others were
saying about it, I was reminded of 9-11.
9-11 happened during my first week of Theology Studies in Chicago at Mundelein Seminary.
Later that school year, the Boston scandal broke out; so the two events have always been
seared together in my memory.
I was going over stories of 9-11 this week, and I came upon several stories of the priests of 9-11.
First there was Father Raymond Nobiletti, M.M., one of the first priests on the scene, you can
find dramatic pictures of him ministering to the victims covered in the dust from the rubble.
The most famous priest of 9-11 is probably Fr Mychal Judge, OFM: A Franciscan priest who
went into the building to minister to the injured, and who died when the building collapsed.
First responders found his body and lay him at the foot of the altar at St Peters, the church
across the street from the WTC ...
By the way, none of the priests of 9-11 were perfect, just ask Fr. Judge’s sister…. (“Everyone’s
entitled to their opinion,” she said.) But he did go back into the burning building.
Then there’s Fr Kevin Smith, chaplain of the Nassau County FD, who came on scene with his
brother, a firefighter, and had blessed Fr Judge’s body not realizing he was a priest. When he
later heard that a priest had died, he into the church of St. Peter’s, across the street, & prayed
before Fr Mychal’s body, recognized him as one of the first of the deceased that he had
blessed.
Fr Kevin Madigan, Pastor of St Peters Church, just 1/2 block from ground zero ....
A number of days after the attacks of 9-11, a man approached Father Kevin to apologize for
what he did on September 11.... he explained :
In the moments after the attacks, a gentleman was bleeding and wounded on the street.
Apparently the man and a number of others carried this badly injured gentleman into the
church. In an effort to assist the person and address his wounds, the man explained to Father
Madigan that in those moments, he saw no other option than to go quickly through the church,
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to each of the altars to strip them of the white altar linens and shred them in order to make
bandages and tourniquets.
While they did this, the 1st tower fell, and they all thought they were going to die.
The sorrowful man continued that he was not Christian; yet that parish church became for him
then a place of prayer and peace. The man told Father Madigan that he had made it a point to
return to the church on a regular basis to give thanks.
One priest many of us have seen pictures of is Father Brian Jordan, O.F.M.
You may have seen photos of A huge, steel crossbeam was blessed at Ground Zero near the
corner of West and Vesey Streets. A FDNY firefighter, a NYPD police officer, a Port Authority
police officer, an iron worker, a carpenter, an operating engineer, and a Franciscan priest,
Father Brian Jordan, O.F.M. all participated in the blessing ceremony.
The cross was discovered by a construction worker atop the rubble of World Trade Center 6 a
few days after the September 11 attacks. It was actually a T-beam that connected floors with all
buildings of the World Trade Center. Many were struck by how it was left standing amidst the
rubble.
As a result, Father Jordan, who served as a chaplain at Ground Zero, arranged through the
office of Mayor Guiliani to have the Cross excavated and erected on West Street.
Burning buildings and raging fires. In addition we’ve all been breathing in the smoke from
actual fires.
Most of you have heard by now of the fire of scandal that has broken open. There are several
pieces to this tragedy:
First, there is the hierarchical corruption & evil subculture of sin & coercion with the former
Cardinal Archbishop Emeritus of Washington DC, Theodore McCarrick, who is no longer a
cardinal. More & more evidence is coming out of an evil culture of clergy around Archbishop
McCarrick who have been accomplices in his sexual impropriety and adultery against
seminarians and young priests & growing circle of denial of anyone knowing about it. And the
circle of evidence and denial keeps growing….
Then there’s Pennsylvania: we have all heard about the grand jury report of the State of
Pennsylvaina listing the abuse of over 1,000 children by over 300 priests over many decades,
and again a massive network of cover-up and denial and shirking of responsibility. Some more
of the horrific details are in my letter.
Also in my bulletin letter is the beginning of my own musings on all of this and the impression it
has made on me.
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Where do we go from here? Where do we find refuge? How do we respond?
It’s OK to be angry, to feel hurt & to be outraged. I’ve been very, very angry!
So what can we do?
First, I want to offer, if anyone wants to sit down & talk or vent or cry or yell through this mess:
I’m here for you. You know I’m booked out quite a ways, but I’m here; our Deacon is here, the
staff is here, we are here for your needs. St. Mary’s church is open for prayer most days of the
week. And especially if your life has been touched by abuse in anyway: I am here, We are here
for you! I have met with many abuse victims in my short time as a priest, including several
victims of clerical abuse. It is your courage and your faith that give me strength.
Second, in your bulletin is a letter from Pope Francis about all of this: he is asking for prayer &
fasting. I have decided that at St. Mary Parish, our special day of prayer and fasting for
reparation for the sins of the Church, especially for all victims of abuse, will be Friday Sept 7thSept 8th. We will have our regular First Friday Mass at 9AM that day with the Anointing of the
Sick, the Childrens’ Holy Hour following, and the regular Men’s Adoration hour that evening at
6PM. On Saturday, Sept 8th, the Birthday of the Blessed Mother, we will close our monthly 24Hour Adoration with a special Holy Hour of Reparation for the sins of the Church at 9AM, with
Mass following at 10AM. There will be the regular monthly Eucharistic Adoration in the Church
from 10AM Friday all day and through the night through 10AM Saturday morning. Please come
& pray.
St. John Chrysostom once said that the road to hell is paved with the skulls of priests. Some
have added: with bishops as the road signs ...
What’s the point of this shocking statement? Ordination does not equal holiness, rank or status
does not equal holiness, only life in the Spirit provides holiness!
Does this mean we remain silent? Absolutely not!
What are we to do then?
Now is the time to let the bishops hear your voice.
First: get informed. The list of names of 78 clergy and religious who served or resided in the
Archdiocese of Seattle, with credible allegations of abuse, was published by the Archdiocese 18
months ago. It can be found on the Archdiocese website and I have pasted the link in my
bulletin article. Because of this preventative transparency, we can hope, yet only hope, that a
state-wide scandal similar to Pennsylvania will not break in Western Washington. I do not know
why the Bishops of Pennsylvania did not do this full disclosure a long time ago. I’m grateful our
diocese has already done that.
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However, please note: there are priests on this list who have served in Skagit County and Island
County. So, this must always be said: if you ever suspect or have heard about an accusation of
sexual abuse by a priest or parish employee or volunteer, please speak up. Contact law
enforcement. If you need help speaking up for yourself or another, I and my staff are here to
help you find your voice.
Second: demand accountability. It is not wrong to advocate ecclesial and civil prosecution of
Bishops or other church personnel who have ever been shown negligent in protecting children
and vulnerable adults. I do not know what this looks like, but we should pray and advocate that
justice is done through a robust and transparent process.
Third: fast and pray. Please pray for all victims of sexual abuse, especially clerical sexual abuse.
Pray for our beloved Catholic Church. Pray for the good priests and those men called to the
priesthood that they will not be discouraged!
When we go to the doctor or gramma when we don’t feel well, the doctor or gramma says,
“Tell me where it hurts!” But we often don’t know where it hurts. Why is the church hurting so
much? How did this start?
Bl Antonio Rosmini, was an Italian priest beautified by Pope Benedict XVI. He lived in early
1800s just after French Revolution & the tremendous upheavals that produced the Europe we
have today, a Europe of no faith ... back then he identified 5 wounds of the Church, aligning
them to the five wounds in the Body of Christ on the Cross ...
The First Wound: Is in Jesus' left hand: he likens it to the lack of unity between the clergy and
people in the act of public worship, which he sees as a result of a lack of adequate formation.
And even though we now have everything in English I dare say I’m not sure we truly appreciate
what we are doing when we go to Mass. Why is it that so many people stop attending Mass?
Something is not right. And this wound is related to the wound in Christ’s right hand:
The Second Wound: The wound in Christ’s right hand — the insufficient education of the clergy,
their secularization and their alienation from scripture and their bishops. And this is caused by
the third wound:
The Third Wound: The wound in Christ’s side, which stands for the the divisions among the
Bishops, separating them from one another, and also from their clergy and people, forgetting
their true union in the Body of Christ. These are related to the wounds in Christ’s feet,
The Fourth and Fifth Wounds: The worldly power and wealth of the Bishops.
In other words: the root of the problems in the church is a breakdown of relationships: priest &
people, priests & bishops, bishops & other bishops & bishops with the people. A house divided
cannot stand!!
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Our Lord spoke to St. Francis 800 years ago: Francis: rebuild my house! We were recently
reminded of this in a powerful way with the personal visit of the Bishop of Assisi to our parish
and the collaboration on the Family of the Gospel Project. I’m grateful to those who are
participating in this program, which we are starting small but I am confident will grow.
Peter says in the Gospel today; Lord to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life!
... The words here in the original language of the Bible means the real stuff .... Jesus you have
the stuff, you have what it takes for us to gain eternal life! Where else can we get that stuff?!
What are the real core things that make up your life? What’s the real stuff of your life? Does
that stuff have anything to do with God at all? With Jesus and His Eucharist?
What if the things that you love were on Fire? Would you let them burn? Would you leave your
children in a burning building? Or do you go pull them out??
Are you ready to go into ground zero? Into the Building that is on Fire?
Or do you have a plan B to go somewhere else if things get tough?

There is no plan B with Christ & his Church !! None !!! THIS IS IT!!
Who is Jesus for you? Is He the Son of God? Or is He something else?
If we do not believe that Jesus is the Son of God & we do not see Jesus in the Eucharist then
we will drift away from Jesus & try to find consolation into other things.
If you struggle finding Jesus then share your struggle with your Catholic neighbors ... surely
there is someone in this congregation who knows the love of Jesus! Who here has
experienced the love of Jesus? (show of hands) SHARE Gods intervention in your life in Jesus
Christ! Share that love! Share that mercy & be a part of rebuilding the God’s House, God’s
Family! Share your burdens, share your joys, share your encounters with the Lord with one
another and the world!
Again, the Lord told Francis: rebuild my house! St. Francis thought he meant the physical
house. Jesus meant the His people: you and me!
Again, I’m dumbstruck that we are working with the spiritual sons of St. Francis of Assisi to help
rebuild God’s house in our little parish. But this is also why are moving to Whole Family
Catechesis, this is why we are doing Alpha with RCIA: and we need help with these program.
This is why we have bible studies and prayer groups, etc. etc. Heck we even need help pulling
weeds! Let’s be a part of rebuilding God’s house together!
Rebuild my House!
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Gods house is on FIRE! And Jesus & His little ones are inside.
Will you run away? And let the house collapse & let everyone die inside?
Or will you run inside with Jesus & let the water of the Holy Spirit cool our souls & let his
breathe & wind blow in to dry the timbers so that we can be rebuilt & bandaged with the gifts
that flow from this altar , from the Holy Eucharist….
Fr. Gerald: I am grateful for us to have something positive to focus on in our time of pain here &
to remind us that our fidelity to Jesus in the Eucharist here affects souls around the world that
we will never meet.
Let’s now welcome Fr. Gerald from Uganda and learn how we can also actually rebuild the
physical house of the Church in Africa.
+++
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The Priests of 9-11

Fr Raymond Nobiletti, MM

Fr. Mychal Judge, OFM (R.I.P.)

Fr. Kevin Madigan, Pastor, St. Peter’s

Fr. Brian Jordan, OFM,
Blessing of the Ground Zero Cross

The Ground Zero Cross Today

