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August 26, 2018
Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time

Liturgy Schedule—Saint Mary Parish
Celebration of the Eucharist
Weekend
Saturday Vigil Mass …………..………. 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass …………….. 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.
Weekday
Tuesday………………………………......6:00 p.m.
Wednesday—Saturday……………..…9:00 a.m.
First Friday
Mass …………...……..………………..… 9:00 a.m.
First Saturday
Sacrament of Reconciliation….……...9:00 a.m.
Benediction and Mass ……………… 10:00 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Half hour before Daily Mass
in addition to the following:
Saturday ….…………………. 3:30 p.m.—4:30 p.m.
Sunday…………………...….. 7:30 a.m.; 10:15 a.m.
Our Sacred Purpose
Our purpose at St. Mary Parish is to live
our devotion to Christ in the Eucharist
and our compassion for Christ in one another,
to build a welcoming community
that will love and serve God and neighbor,
and share the Good News of Jesus Christ.

Saint Paul Parish
St. Paul Church and Fr. Twohy Spiritual Center
17456 Pioneer Pkwy . La Conner, WA98257
Mail: c/o 4001 Saint Mary’s Drive
Anacortes, WA 98221
360-293-2101
Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life;
you have the words of everlasting life.
John 6:63C

Liturgy Schedule—Saint Paul Parish
Summer Schedule 2018
The Second Sunday

June 10, July 8, August 12
Celebration of the Eucharist
Sunday Mass ………………….….……… 6:00 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Sunday …………………………….……... 5:00 p.m.

Readings for the week...
You can find readings for every
day at www.usccb.org/nab
The Liturgy of the Hours—the
official daily prayer of the
church—is at
www.divineoffice.org
The Vision That Unites Us
Build Community – Grow Spiritually – Passionate Disciples
Our Three Pastoral Priorities
Welcoming—Formation—Stewardship
The Values That Guide Us
Community – Prayer – Evangelism – Commitment

Parish Directory
St. Mary Parish Office:
360-293-2101; FAX: 350-293-8556
4001 Saint Mary’s Drive
Anacortes, WA 98221
www. stmaryanacortes.org

Parish Office Hours: Monday through Friday
Monday through Friday:
10:00 a.m.—Noon,1:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m.

Parish Pastoral Team
Rev. Mel Strazicich, Pastor
Ext. 101
Ruth Miller, Parish Administrator
Ext. 102
ruth.miller@stmaryanacortes.org
Daniel Gutierrez, PA for Faith Formation
Ext. 104
fform@stmaryanacortes.org
Ben Maes, PA for Liturgy
Ext. 106
liturgy@stmaryanacortes.org
Marcia Maes, Receptionist
Ext. 100
aa1@stmaryanacortes.org
Brandee Theriot, Administrative Assistant
Ext. 103
adminast@stmaryanacortes.org
Deacon Cary Parnell
509-860-5826
deaconcary@stmaryanacortes.org

Parish Councils
Pastoral Council:
Mark Leopold, Co-chair
Dave Vacanti, Co-chair
Finance Council:
To be determined

St. Paul Parish Office 360-293-2101
17456 Pioneer Parkway
La Conner, WA 98257
Mail: c/o 4001 Saint Marys Dr.
Anacortes, WA 98221

Parish Office Hours
Contact Ruth Miller at 360-293-2101 x102
ruth.miller@stmaryanacortes.org

Parish Pastoral Team
Rev. Mel Strazicich, Pastor
Ruth Miller, Parish Administrator

This week at St. Mary and St. Paul
Sunday, August 26
7:30 a.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
8:00 a.m. Mass
9:00 a.m. Whole Family Catechesis Parent Meeting
9:00 a.m. Alpha
10:15 a.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
11:00 a.m. Mass
St. Paul, Swinomish Reservation
No Mass
Monday, August 27
No Mass
7:00 p.m. Joy of the Lord

Tuesday, August 28
No Mass
9:00 a.m. Seven Sorrows Rosary
Wednesday, August 29
No Mass
9:00 a.m. Rosary
10:00 a.m. Steps in a Journey
6:00 p.m. RCIA
Thursday, August 30
No Mass
9:00 a.m. Rosary
6:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
Friday, August 31
No Mass
9:00 a.m. Seven Sorrows Rosary
3:00 p.m. Chaplet of Divine Mercy
Saturday, September 1
No Mass
3:30 p.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
5:00 p.m. Mass
Sunday, September 2
7:30 a.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
8:00 a.m. Mass
10:15 a.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
11:00 a.m. Mass

St. Paul, Swinomish Reservation
No Mass

Immaculate Conception Regional School
(360)428-3912
Gwen Rodrigues, Principal
1321 E Division St.
Mount Vernon, WA 98274
Mass Intentions
No daily Masses August 27 - September 2.

Infant Baptism
Call the Parish Office to schedule a preparation class
and baptism. Those wishing to have their baby
baptized must be practicing Catholics.
Adult or Child Baptism, Confirmation,
or Adults Considering Becoming Catholic
Call the Faith Formation Office to learn more about
the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA), or Rite
of Christian Initiation for Children (RCIC).
Weddings
Weddings require a 6-month notice and preparation.
Sacrament of the Sick (Anointing)
Please let us know if someone is seriously ill.

Parish News and Events
Praying for our Military
CDR Roger Leech, USN
L.CPL. Jobil Anne Robinson, USMC
Thomas Mullinaux, USAF
Lt. J.G. Scott Cadmus, USN
ATCS (AW) Justin Lartigue, USN
MM CPO Jon Walsh, USN
Johnny C. McDonald, USN
1st Lt. Britta Vivaldo, USMC
Lt. Kimberly Dillon, USN
Major Alain Martinez, USAF
LCDR Andrew Gibbons, USN
MIDN2C Hope Hurtado, USN
Lt. Tom Cruz, USN
Miguel Boza, USAF

Perpetual Adoration
St. Peter Julian
Eymard Chapel

AVAILABLE HOURS
SUNDAY:
Alliance of the
2 am, 9 pm
Two Hearts
MONDAY:
and
10 pm
Communion
of
TUESDAY:
Reparation
is
Midnight - 4am
on the First
WEDNESDAY:
Friday of every
3 am
THURSDAY:
month, with
4 am, 11 pm
24-hour
FRIDAY :
Adoration in
3 am
the Church.
SATURDAY:
3 pm
Prayer partner needed for ongoing
Tuesday, 2 pm Adoration hour.
Contact Sally 360-293-3222

Fall Rummage Sale
September 20, 21 and 22
We are getting ready for our Fall
Rummage Sale and find the sale
shed is getting quite full. If you
have large items to donate and
you are able to do so, please
hold on to them until September
10 when setup for the sale begins
and items can be delivered to
the back door of the Parish Hall. If
you or anyone you know plans to
donate furniture, please make
sure the items are clean and in
good condition (not scratched or
gouged up, etc.). The shed
contains a number of furniture
items that are in very poor
condition and will need to be
taken to the dump. Dump fees =
less profit. Please note the items
we do not accept: TV’s,
computers or monitors, exercise
equipment, child car seats, box
springs and mattresses. Thank you
for your consideration!

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
What is in your heart? Share the
fullness of your heart with your
spouse. Sign up today to attend
an upcoming Worldwide
Marriage Encounter Weekend at
the Sheraton Hotel, Bellevue on
November 16-18, 2018. Apply at
www.wwme.org . For more
information leave a message at
206-772-2344. Sign up today.

Whole Family Catechesis
Informational Parent Meeting
All parents of children under 18 are
invited to attend our informational
meeting to address the launch of
our Whole Family Catechesis. The
meeting will be held in the Parish
Hall after the 8:00 a.m. Mass on
Sunday, August 26. All parents with
children in Religious Education
and/or Sacramental Prep are
urged to attend. This will be the
only meeting prior to the WFC
launch. Please contact Daniel in
the Parish Office at 360-293-2101
or fform@stmaryanacortes.org with
any questions or comments.

Bible Study
Beginning October 4
Join us for Bishop Robert Barron’s
The Mass, a six session walk
through the Liturgy. The Mass will
help you understand how to fully,
consciously, and actively
participate in the source and
summit of Christian life. Sign up in
the Parish Office; we are ready to
preorder workbooks, and books
are expected to be $25 each.

Choir Rehearsal
For All in Music Ministry
Please join Ben Maes, St. Mary’s PA
for Liturgy, on Wednesday
evenings at 6:00 p.m. in the
Church for choir rehearsal. This is
an ongoing weekly meeting for all
who are involved in music ministry
at any of the Masses at St. Mary
Parish. Those already involved and
anyone interested in becoming a
part of the choir are encouraged
to attend!

Taste and see
the goodness of the Lord.
Psalm 34
Please call the Parish Office for more Information 360-293-2101

Reflections for This Week
On the Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time, we
continue with John's Gospel and the Bread of Life
discussion, with many of the disciples finding Jesus'
call to be nourished on his body and blood as
tough to swallow. And they leave him. Peter
speaks for the others: “Master, to whom shall we
go? You have the words of eternal life.”
For the first reading we begin with a few selections
from the Second Letter of Paul to the
Thessalonians and then we move to readings from
the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians for the next
several weeks.

Daily Prayer This Week
Like physical exercises which build strength and stamina,
these exercises for finding intimacy with God in our
everyday lives involve practice. Nobody ever got good at
soccer or baseball, running or dancing without careful
practice that becomes a habit, a way of life. And, no one
even attempts such a regimen without great desire. The
same is true with having a better relationship with our Lord.
It takes great desire to sustain a routine of reflection and
affective, intimate conversation. Such prayerful focus and
connectedness takes discipline, but it quickly becomes
natural. And, the rewards are phenomenal.

Matthew's Gospel this week includes stories of
Jesus strongly challenging the Pharisees. He saw
how they made people's lives so difficult by their
insistence on the rules and appearances while
neglecting mercy and good faith. He chides them
for paying attention to the extraneous and not the
message: “Blind guides, who strain out the gnat
and swallow the camel!” His criticism grows
stronger: “On the outside you appear righteous,
but inside you are filled with hypocrisy and
evildoing.” Jesus teaches about preparation: Stay
awake! For you do not know on which day your
Lord will come.” In the parable of the ten maidens
who go out to meet the bridegroom, many of the
women did not prepare for the meeting and do
not have enough oil for their lamps and Jesus says
again, “Stay awake.” Saturday's gospel is the
dramatic story of the three servants who are given
resources by their master and rewarded or
punished for what they did with the resources they
had.

In what ways am I a hypocrite? How do I use a double
standard - harsher on others than I am on myself? How do I
like to appear as a religious person, but actually lack mercy
and deeds of charity? Am I a good steward of the gifts with
which God has entrusted me?

From the “Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer,” the Creighton
University’s Online Ministries website: http://
www.creighton.edu/Collaborative Ministry/online.html.
Used with permission.

Help me Lord to hear your word to me, even when it
challenges me. Open my heart and guide me to use my
talents to serve you. Teach me to be generous, Lord.

As I grow in the ability to reflect throughout the day, I might
try to recognize my inner spirit, my attitudes, the ways I
respond. It is a way of staying alert and places me with my
Lord in conversation, in the background as I make
decisions, as I experience my reactions to events and
people. Sometimes, I might just be saying “Thank you,
Lord,” expressing gratitude for what I've been given. At
other times, that will quickly turn to a reflection on how I will
be a good steward of those gifts. Hearing the readings this
week, I might want to monitor how my fears or my laziness
might prevent me from being bold about using the gifts the
Lord has given me to build up the Kingdom in my world.
Preparing for celebrating God's love on Sunday, I can
focus on the readings for and ask to be more humble in my
life. Who is “the poor, the crippled, the lame” person who
needs to be invited more deeply into my life?

Words of Eternal Life
Christianity is not that complex system of oppressive rules which the unbeliever describes; it is peace, joy,
love, and a life which is continually renewed, like the mysterious pulse of nature at the beginning of spring.
We must assert this truth as confidently as the Apostles did, and you…must be convinced of it, for it is your
greatest treasure, which alone can give meaning and serenity to your daily life.
The source of this joy is in the Risen Christ, who has set man free from the slavery of sin and invites him to
become a new creature with him, and to look forward to an eternity of joy.
The joyful mystery has a meaning which affects every single Christian in the innermost sanctuary of his
spiritual life, with power to make him become like the Risen Christ…
According to the clearly expressed commandment of the Church, every Catholic is at this time urged to
purify his conscience with the Sacrament of Penitence, steeping it in the Blood of Jesus. He is asked to draw
near to the Eucharistic feast with greater faith, to nourish himself with the life-giving flesh of the immaculate
Lamb…
The doubting, the distrustful, the diffident, the timorous, the lukewarm have risen again, together with those
who have been sorely tried and those who suffer, the poor and the oppressed.
SAINT JOHN XXIII

Saint John XXIII (+ 1963) reigned as pope from 1958 until 1963.

JMJ

08-22-2016
Feast of the Queenship of Mary

Dear Parishioners and Fellow Christians,
I want to share with all of you, in solidarity, my deep anger and hurt over what has come to light with the abuse
scandals, of both children AND young adult seminarians and priests, both in Catholic Church in the US and around the
world, especially in the last six months. I apologize if my recent references to the tragedy in the last week were
insufficient for you to connect with where I am at with everything. I simply had not had the time to absorb all that has
been reported, especially with the Pennsylvania situation. And when put in the current global context, it’s rather
overwhelming. There’s been a lot of anger to sort through for me personally. While I find it hard to keep anything short,
yet I feel the need to unburden my heart with you, my parish family, if you will give me that grace…
Most people are very aware now of the horrific situation in Pennsylvania, where that State’s grand jury report found
that over a 70-year period, in the six dioceses of Pennsylvania, 301 priests were credibly accused of abusing at least 1000
young persons. We have a right – even a duty – to be outraged by the attack upon and exploitation of the innocent, and
to demand accountability. This intrinsic evil was compounded, not only by the scope and gravity of what appears to be
in some instances “rings” of abusing clergy and repeat offenders in Pennsylvania, but also as it seems clear that some
church leaders in these dioceses covered up abuse and protected themselves instead of the innocent victims. These are a
both serious crimes and a mortal sins; it is therefore not unjust for Catholics to desire justice, even criminal
prosecution when possible.
In related news this summer, the former Cardinal Archbishop of Washington D.C., Theodore McCarrick, was removed
from active ministry, and stripped of his rank of Cardinal. He has been credibly accused of abusing at least one child, and
grooming or abusing numerous young-adult seminarians and priests under his care. It is warranted to support
prosecution or defrocking of both Archbishop McCarrick and those who enabled him.
In addition to these scandals there have been large-scale scandals in Italy around sexual misconduct and even
prostitution among clergy. My own friends have been deeply affected by the scandals in the Dioceses of Naples and
Teggiano-Policastro, and even in the Vatican itself. The situation that’s been unfolding in Church in Australia is an
unmitigated disaster, with one Archbishop under house arrest and their only Cardinal under subpoena; while in Chile,
also an unmitigated disaster, all the bishops of that country decided it was best to resign their offices earlier this spring
so as to help Pope Francis make a clean sweep of the abuse of power among their ranks (and this after some very
serious blunders on Chilean national television by the Holy Father himself). And then there’s Ireland… so many crimes in
the Church have been uncovered there in recent years…. And back here in the USA, two seminaries are under
investigation for an alleged “gay subculture.” And the list of countries and regions drawn into this mess keeps growing…
I found a quote from another priest that reflects my feelings:
“While I have at times wanted to insist that the percentage of clerical offenders is the same or lower as other
groups of men, I must also say that whatever the percent, the crime is far worse. This is because people entrust
to us the most precious and necessary thing they need for salvation — their faith. For any of us to mislead God’s
faithful or strip them of the trust they need to attain deeper faith is the worst sort of malpractice. And there are
clerics up to the highest ranks who have done this, here and throughout the world. For clergy to go so far as to
seduce others to sin is a horrific crime.1”

Jesus said: “Scandals will inevitably arise: but woe to him through whom they come! It is
better for him that a millstone be hung about his neck, and that he be cast into the sea, than
that he should scandalize one of these little ones.” (Luke 17:1-2)
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http://www.ncregister.com/blog/msgr-pope/active-homosexuality-in-the-priesthood-is-at-the-root-of-this-crisis
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Indeed, this year is turning out to be far worse than the year of the 2002 Boston scandal; could it get any worse?
It is NOT wrong to feel hurt and even anger at the house of God being tarnished and divided from within. We need to
pray for the Holy Father, Pope Francis, to be able to surround himself with trustworthy and holy men and women who
can help shape a path of healing for the global church in the area of sexual morality and its abuse among our leaders.

We should also pray that we do NOT fall into the trap of scapegoating what we think are clear categories of offenders.
Let’s remember that ANY sexual sin is objectively disordered (CCC #2351); and remember it’s the sin, NOT the person
that’s disordered, so we should be careful to NOT label people “intrinsically disordered,” because very few of us could, if
any, cast the first stone. At the same time, I’m very grateful for the exposing, once more, 2 of the “gay subculture” among
some ranks of clergy. Many have rightly suspected this for a long time, too many, sadly, have had to “navigate” it,
including many seminarians: McCarrick’s victims were not alone.
That being said, all this does NOT mean that all priests are “gay,” NOR does it mean that all “gays” are pedophiles!
We need to step back and breathe and PRAY for the renewal of the gift of both chastity and openness for our church
and world. These scandals are a great opportunity for the Church to become a beacon of hope for those who are looking
for the real truth about human sexuality in the light of Christ, and for those seeking sexual healing in a hyper-sexualized
and sexually-wounded world. Christ came to redeem us, ALL of us, including our sexual identity and brokenness!
My own calling to the priesthood started long before our own national scandals occurred, but I have long been acutely
aware of sad situations in the Church in general and locally. My entire theology formation and my first 10 years of
priesthood have been lived under this shadow of scandal caused by my own brothers of the cloth. It is “normal” to be a
suspected abuser and/or homosexual as a priest today, and I’d like to think it doesn’t affect me, but I know that can’t be
true. All of my comrades in seminary have had to struggle to understand how it is that we were called to join a “band of
brothers” when some of those brothers are not shepherds but wolves who put us all under a cloud of suspicion.
As regards seminary today: I can faithfully testify that I have experienced, both personally and through the testimony of
our seminarians, the ongoing reforms of seminaries used by the Archdiocese of Seattle. I can also testify to the strong
leadership and reforms of our Vocation Director, Fr. Bryan Dolesji, and his work alongside Archbishop Sartain to ensure a
healthy and sound formation for our seminarians. Our Archdiocese is a safe place for young men to discern a vocation!
I want to thank in a special way the several people who have reached out to me in the last week for both their own need
for help and also for support for me: it is clear you have a love for Christ and His innocent children, for the Church, her
children and her priests, and for me personally. I share with you your tears of frustration, fear and many mixed emotions
of betrayal and hope. I especially want to thank several Protestants who have come up to me this week to remind me
this week that the Catholic Church is not the only denomination that experiences fallen humanity, it’s just our Catholic
leaders were so negligent. Thank you, my Protestant brothers, for your profound kindness, and your veiled apology for
any Protestant contributions to the cloud of suspicion of celibacy under which so many good and faithful Catholic priests
have carried on their ministry for over 1,000 years! I also want to thank the several parishioners and other anonymous
people who came to me in marketplaces this week and asked for my blessing, both shocking and reminding me that the
Priesthood is still valued here in Anacortes, even at this time!
Just as I have had to come to grips with belonging to a group, among whom there are evil men, so too each of us as
Catholics must struggle with what it means to belong to a Church, in which spiritual leadership is sometimes entrusted to
negligent, damaged, or even evil persons. When people asked me as a seminarian why I wanted to be a priest, my
2

Cf., John Jay Report (The Nature and Scope of the Problem of Sexual Abuse of Minors by Catholic Priests and Deacons in the United
States), © United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2004. This report identified that between 1950 and 2002, 81% of the victims of clerical
abuse were male and 78% were post-pubescent.
Before we can begin to deal with how to respond, as Catholics in faith, to the homosexual nature of clerical abuse of minors and adults,
we need to first admit as a church that this is a real issue. Too many have been hurt by ignoring this fact… Let’s NOT overreact and scapegoat all
homosexuals, nor all clergy; but we also cannot deny these stark statistics, and we must seek, as a Church, to find where in our tradition we are to
find the answers of how to deal with this reality of being broken - and yet redeemed by Christ - in our sexuality.
See: http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-protection/upload/The-Nature-and-Scope-of-Sexual-Abuse-of-Minors-byCatholic-Priests-and-Deacons-in-the-United-States-1950-2002.pdf
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response was the same, “I want to be like Jesus and the Saints and I know happy healthy priests and I want to be like
them!” I want to thank the monks of St. Martin’s in Lacey, WA, the monks of Westminster Abbey in Mission, British
Columbia, and Fr. Paul Auer, (RIP) of Anacortes, who were the first men of the Church I ever met who were visibly
happy to be priests and consecrated men of God! Fr. W.R. Harris was also a huge encouragement during my time in
Chicago, and I want to thank him and his priest-friends for their many years of wholesome friendship and personal
support and faithful ministry. These good men opened my eyes to a whole new world of holy joy that comes from a way
of life called celibacy and priesthood that seems strange to many, even within the church, and even to me as a
teenager; but is clearly the happy path of many saints in our Tradition. It is a JOY to bring the Body and Blood of Christ
and the Forgiveness of sins to all of you and to so many people I have ministered to along the way!
I would encourage you to think along the same lines. Why be a Catholic? Because Christ claimed you as His own when
you were baptized, and living the fullness of your Baptismal Call is impossible without the Sacraments! I beg you to be a
countersign, to be a Saint, to the examples of corruption in our Church, and commit yourself to holiness and prayer,
lived out in our Church.
Where do we go from here?
First: get informed. The list of names of 78 clergy and religious who served or resided in the Archdiocese of Seattle, with
credible allegations of abuse, was published by the Archdiocese 18 months ago. It can be found at this URL:
http://www.seattlearchdiocese.org/Assets/SEP/DisclosureList2018.pdf Because of this preventative transparency, we
can hope that a state-wide scandal similar to Pennsylvania will not break in Western Washington. However, please note:
there are priests on this list who have served in Skagit County and Island County. So, this must always be said: if you ever
suspect or have heard about an accusation of sexual abuse by a priest or parish employee or volunteer, please speak
up. Contact law enforcement. If you need help speaking up for yourself or another, I and my staff are here to help you
find your voice and a path to justice and healing.
Second: demand accountability. It is clear that some bishops and their diocesan officials have concealed past abuse and
enablement. It is not wrong to advocate ecclesial and civil prosecution of Bishops or other church personnel who have
ever been shown negligent in protecting children. I do not know what this looks like, but we should pray and advocate
that justice is done through a robust and transparent process.
Third: fast and pray. Please pray for all victims of sexual abuse, especially clerical sexual abuse. Pray that they will find
healing and peace, as well as justice whenever possible. Pray for our beloved Catholic Church. Pray that the Enemy –
who tempted these men, who then consented and chose grave evil – not be able to spread greater strife or confusion
beyond what is justly deserved because of this failure. Finally, if you feel you can spare the prayer, I would also ask you
to pray for the good priests and those men called to the priesthood who desire and strive to serve with integrity.

If you have been a victim of sexual abuse, by clergy or someone else, this scandal undoubtedly surfaces horrid and

excruciating moments for you. If you have persons with homosexual orientation within your family or circle of friends,
the abuse of adult seminarians and priests by other priests and bishops stirs up a whole other set of mixed emotions and
fears. I promise you that the Lord Jesus desires to bring light and healing to those places of doubt and confusion, not
just for your but for the whole Church. We are living in a very significant time. The fact that major scandals have broken
in nearly every major language group within the church in the last year, across the world, is uncanny. When the devil is
exposed, he cannot hide, but the devil can still create confusion.
If you are feeling confusion or other negative emotions around these issues, now might be the time for you to share your
burden with someone safe, and allow the Lord to begin the work of restoration in you. Please do not hesitate to contact
myself or any other parish staff to sit down and talk and pray together, especially if this scandal is a particularly heavy
weight for you, or is leading you to consider walking away from the Christ’s Church. I would encourage you to consider
joining a prayer group or study group at Church where you could at least share the spiritual burden with others who are
walking a similar path. I remind you of the recent testimony of our recent converts: it is only in the Eucharist and
Reconciliation that we will find the rest our souls long for!
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Here are some recent words from a great lay leader, Dr. Ralph Martin: I believe firmly that it is from laity like you and Dr.
Martin that the real reform of the Church will come:
‘We need to remember that even though we have this treasure in earthen vessels (or as some translations put it,
"cracked pots"), the treasure is no less the treasure. Don't throw out the baby with the bathwater! Baby Jesus is
the treasure, and He is still as present as ever and still as ready to receive all who come to Him. And the Mass!
Every day, He is willing to come to us in such a special way. Let's attend daily Mass even more frequently, to
offer the sacrifice of Jesus' death and resurrection to God the Father, in the power of the Holy Spirit, for the
salvation of souls and the purification of the Church.
We need to remember that the Catholic Church is indeed founded by Christ and, despite all problems, has within
it the fullness of the means of salvation. Where else can we go? Nowhere; this is indeed our Mother and Home,
and she needs our love, our prayers, and our persevering in the way of holiness more than ever.
We need to remember that there are many truly holy and dedicated bishops and priests, and we must pray for
them and support them. They need and deserve our support.
We need to remember that this isn't the first time such grave problems have beset the Church. In the fourteenth
century, St. Catherine of Siena bemoaned the "stench of sin" coming from the papal court…That isn't to say that
we don't need to take seriously and do all we can in response to the grave scandal we are facing in our time. And
yet we need to remember that all this is happening under the providence of God, and He has a plan to bring
good out of it. It was even prophesied strongly in Mary's apparitions in Akita, Japan. Jesus is still Lord and will
use the current grave problems to bring about good.
And finally, I'm beginning to see why the Lord has impressed on me so strongly in the past year the urgent need
to heed the appeals of Our Lady of Fatima. Indeed, as Mary said, "Pray, pray very much, and make sacrifices
for sinners; for many souls go to hell, because there are none to sacrifice themselves and to pray for them."
Let's continue to pray and offer sacrifices for the conversion of sinners and as reparation for sin, and let's pray
the rosary daily as Mary requested, for peace in the world and true renewal in the Church.’ 3
I will continue to share different articles and official statements by various Church leaders that I find helpful in both the
parishes’ bulletin and the St. Mary parish narthex. Copies of all of these can be made available through the St. Mary
parish office. Please stay informed via Catholic media sources where you will find much more content and background
on many aspects of these stories that are not covered by the secular media.
Thank you for your perseverance in the Faith and the prayers! Jesus is Lord! Always! Let us pray and advocate that
justice is chosen and pursued by authorities, and that healing results for victims, for our Church, and for our culture!
In Christ,
Fr. Mel Strazicich, Pastor.
+++
If you suspect abuse of a child or a vulnerable adult (or has been abused), call proper law enforcement or
the Washington State DSHS hotline no later than 48 hours. 1-866-END-HARM
If the alleged abuse involves Archdiocesan personnel-priest, deacons, teachers, employees or volunteers
at school or parishes- please call the Archdiocese of Seattle within 48 hours of learning of alleged abuse
at: 1-800-446-7762
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Letter of His Holiness Pope Francis
To the People of God
Pope Francis has responded to new reports of clerical sexual abuse and the ecclesial cover-up of abuse. In an impassioned letter
addressed to the whole People of God, he calls on the Church to be close to victims in solidarity, and to join in acts of prayer and
fasting in penance for such "atrocities".
“If one member suffers, all suffer together with it” (1 Cor 12:26). These words of Saint Paul forcefully echo in my heart as I
acknowledge once more the suffering endured by many minors due to sexual abuse, the abuse of power and the abuse of
conscience perpetrated by a significant number of clerics and consecrated persons. Crimes that inflict deep wounds of pain
and powerlessness, primarily among the victims, but also in their family members and in the larger community of believers
and nonbelievers alike. Looking back to the past, no effort to beg pardon and to seek to repair the harm done will ever be
sufficient. Looking ahead to the future, no effort must be spared to create a culture able to prevent such situations from
happening, but also to prevent the possibility of their being covered up and perpetuated. The pain of the victims and their
families is also our pain, and so it is urgent that we once more reaffirm our commitment to ensure the protection of minors
and of vulnerable adults.
1.

If one member suffers…

In recent days, a report was made public which detailed the experiences of at least a thousand survivors, victims of sexual
abuse, the abuse of power and of conscience at the hands of priests over a period of approximately seventy years. Even though
it can be said that most of these cases belong to the past, nonetheless as time goes on we have come to know the pain of many
of the victims. We have realized that these wounds never disappear and that they require us forcefully to condemn these
atrocities and join forces in uprooting this culture of death; these wounds never go away. The heart-wrenching pain of these
victims, which cries out to heaven, was long ignored, kept quiet or silenced. But their outcry was more powerful than all the
measures meant to silence it, or sought even to resolve it by decisions that increased its gravity by falling into complicity. The
Lord heard that cry and once again showed us on which side he stands. Mary’s song is not mistaken and continues quietly to
echo throughout history. For the Lord remembers the promise he made to our fathers: “he has scattered the proud in their
conceit; he has cast down the mighty from their thrones and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and
the rich he has sent away empty” (Lk 1:51-53). We feel shame when we realize that our style of life has denied, and continues
to deny, the words we recite.
With shame and repentance, we acknowledge as an ecclesial community that we were not where we should have been, that we
did not act in a timely manner, realizing the magnitude and the gravity of the damage done to so many lives. We showed no
care for the little ones; we abandoned them. I make my own the words of the then Cardinal Ratzinger when, during the Way of
the Cross composed for Good Friday 2005, he identified with the cry of pain of so many victims and exclaimed: “How much
filth there is in the Church, and even among those who, in the priesthood, ought to belong entirely to [Christ]! How much
pride, how much self-complacency! Christ’s betrayal by his disciples, their unworthy reception of his body and blood, is
certainly the greatest suffering endured by the Redeemer; it pierces his heart. We can only call to him from the depths of our
hearts: Kyrie eleison – Lord, save us! (cf. Mt 8:25)” (Ninth Station).
2. … all suffer together with it
The extent and the gravity of all that has happened requires coming to grips with this reality in a comprehensive and
communal way. While it is important and necessary on every journey of conversion to acknowledge the truth of what has
happened, in itself this is not enough. Today we are challenged as the People of God to take on the pain of our brothers and
sisters wounded in their flesh and in their spirit. If, in the past, the response was one of omission, today we want solidarity, in
the deepest and most challenging sense, to become our way of forging present and future history. And this in an environment
where conflicts, tensions and above all the victims of every type of abuse can encounter an outstretched hand to protect them
and rescue them from their pain (cf. Evangelii Gaudium, 228). Such solidarity demands that we in turn condemn whatever
endangers the integrity of any person. A solidarity that summons us to fight all forms of corruption, especially spiritual
corruption. The latter is “a comfortable and self-satisfied form of blindness. Everything then appears acceptable: deception,
slander, egotism and other subtle forms of self-centeredness, for ‘even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light’ (2
Cor 11:14)” (Gaudete et Exsultate, 165). Saint Paul’s exhortation to suffer with those who suffer is the best antidote against all
our attempts to repeat the words of Cain: “Am I my brother's keeper?” (Gen 4:9).
I am conscious of the effort and work being carried out in various parts of the world to come up with the necessary means to
ensure the safety and protection of the integrity of children and of vulnerable adults, as well as implementing zero tolerance
and ways of making all those who perpetrate or cover up these crimes accountable. We have delayed in applying these actions
and sanctions that are so necessary, yet I am confident that they will help to guarantee a greater culture of care in the present
and future.
Together with those efforts, every one of the baptized should feel involved in the ecclesial and social change that we so greatly
need. This change calls for a personal and communal conversion that makes us see things as the Lord does. For as Saint John
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Paul II liked to say: “If we have truly started out anew from the contemplation of Christ, we must learn to see him especially in
the faces of those with whom he wished to be identified” (Novo Millennio Ineunte, 49). To see things as the Lord does, to be
where the Lord wants us to be, to experience a conversion of heart in his presence. To do so, prayer and penance will help. I
invite the entire holy faithful People of God to a penitential exercise of prayer and fasting, following the Lord’s
command.[1] This can awaken our conscience and arouse our solidarity and commitment to a culture of care that says “never
again” to every form of abuse.
It is impossible to think of a conversion of our activity as a Church that does not include the active participation of all the
members of God’s People. Indeed, whenever we have tried to replace, or silence, or ignore, or reduce the People of God to
small elites, we end up creating communities, projects, theological approaches, spiritualities and structures without roots,
without memory, without faces, without bodies and ultimately, without lives.[2] This is clearly seen in a peculiar way of
understanding the Church’s authority, one common in many communities where sexual abuse and the abuse of power and
conscience have occurred. Such is the case with clericalism, an approach that “not only nullifies the character of Christians,
but also tends to diminish and undervalue the baptismal grace that the Holy Spirit has placed in the heart of our
people”.[3] Clericalism, whether fostered by priests themselves or by lay persons, leads to an excision in the ecclesial body
that supports and helps to perpetuate many of the evils that we are condemning today. To say “no” to abuse is to say an
emphatic “no” to all forms of clericalism.
It is always helpful to remember that “in salvation history, the Lord saved one people. We are never completely ourselves
unless we belong to a people. That is why no one is saved alone, as an isolated individual. Rather, God draws us to himself,
taking into account the complex fabric of interpersonal relationships present in the human community. God wanted to enter
into the life and history of a people” (Gaudete et Exsultate, 6). Consequently, the only way that we have to respond to this evil
that has darkened so many lives is to experience it as a task regarding all of us as the People of God. This awareness of being
part of a people and a shared history will enable us to acknowledge our past sins and mistakes with a penitential openness
that can allow us to be renewed from within. Without the active participation of all the Church’s members, everything being
done to uproot the culture of abuse in our communities will not be successful in generating the necessary dynamics for sound
and realistic change. The penitential dimension of fasting and prayer will help us as God’s People to come before the Lord and
our wounded brothers and sisters as sinners imploring forgiveness and the grace of shame and conversion. In this way, we
will come up with actions that can generate resources attuned to the Gospel. For “whenever we make the effort to return to
the source and to recover the original freshness of the Gospel, new avenues arise, new paths of creativity open up, with
different forms of expression, more eloquent signs and words with new meaning for today’s world” (Evangelii Gaudium, 11).
It is essential that we, as a Church, be able to acknowledge and condemn, with sorrow and shame, the atrocities perpetrated by
consecrated persons, clerics, and all those entrusted with the mission of watching over and caring for those most
vulnerable. Let us beg forgiveness for our own sins and the sins of others. An awareness of sin helps us to acknowledge the
errors, the crimes and the wounds caused in the past and allows us, in the present, to be more open and committed along a
journey of renewed conversion.
Likewise, penance and prayer will help us to open our eyes and our hearts to other people’s sufferings and to overcome the
thirst for power and possessions that are so often the root of those evils. May fasting and prayer open our ears to the hushed
pain felt by children, young people and the disabled. A fasting that can make us hunger and thirst for justice and impel us to
walk in the truth, supporting all the judicial measures that may be necessary. A fasting that shakes us up and leads us to be
committed in truth and charity with all men and women of good will, and with society in general, to combatting all forms of the
abuse of power, sexual abuse and the abuse of conscience.
In this way, we can show clearly our calling to be “a sign and instrument of communion with God and of the unity of the entire
human race” (Lumen Gentium, 1).
“If one member suffers, all suffer together with it”, said Saint Paul. By an attitude of prayer and penance, we will become
attuned as individuals and as a community to this exhortation, so that we may grow in the gift of compassion, in justice,
prevention and reparation. Mary chose to stand at the foot of her Son’s cross. She did so unhesitatingly, standing firmly by
Jesus’ side. In this way, she reveals the way she lived her entire life. When we experience the desolation caused by these
ecclesial wounds, we will do well, with Mary, “to insist more upon prayer”, seeking to grow all the more in love and fidelity to
the Church (SAINT IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA, Spiritual Exercises, 319). She, the first of the disciples, teaches all of us as disciples
how we are to halt before the sufferings of the innocent, without excuses or cowardice. To look to Mary is to discover the
model of a true follower of Christ.
May the Holy Spirit grant us the grace of conversion and the interior anointing needed to express before these crimes of abuse
our compunction and our resolve courageously to combat them.
FRANCIS
Vatican City, 20 August 2018

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2018-08/pope-francis-letter-people-of-god-sexual-abuse.html
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Where is Jesus in the midst of the Church's sex abuse crisis?
By Courtney Grogan / Washington D.C., Aug 16, 2018 / 03:16
am (CNA).- Fr. Thomas Berg is a priest of the Archdiocese of New
York, a former Legionary of Christ, and professor of moral
theology, vice rector, and director of admissions at St. Joseph’s
Seminary in Dunwoodie, NY. He is author of Hurting in the
Church: A Way Forward for Wounded Catholics. He spoke
recently with CNA’s Courtney Grogan about the challenges
Catholics face amid the Church’s sexual abuse and misconduct
scandals. The interview is below, edited for clarity and length.

With everything that has been coming out in the news
recently about sexual abuse in the Church, how do you
think that your book, “Hurting in the Church: A Way
Forward for Wounded Catholics,” could be helpful?
In the wake of the McCarrick scandal and ongoing revelations of priest sexual abuse, a very common reaction is one of
betrayal.
That's what I have heard a lot of from persons who have reached out to me, especially persons who for years have
collaborated with bishops, worked in chanceries, worked for bishops, collaborated in apostolates, have headed-up
bishop’s capital campaigns, have been donors and so on. Part of the very common experience is this raw emotional
wound of betrayal.
Much of my book speaks directly to that experience. That's where I really hope that persons who are going through that
betrayal, profound discouragement, disappointment, the bewilderment of the moral failures of bishops, who either
failed to report what they should have reported or did not act on what was reported to them.
That is scandalous and that opens up a wound of betrayal really in the whole mystical body.
I very much believe that the book can, hopefully, point to where is the good news in this -- Where is the hope in this?
Where is Jesus in the midst of this crisis?

Where is Jesus in the midst of this crisis?
Jesus is the healer of wounds, and Jesus does not leave the members of his mystical body without healing when we seek
it.
We are in the midst of a massive crisis, notwithstanding some resistance to that idea by some of our prelates.
And those wounds are opened up. This is where not only can Jesus bring healing, but he can also use that experience of
woundedness, whether that is personally or institutionally or spiritually as the body of Christ. He uses those wounds to
bring greater good, to bring grace and healing to His Church.
Part of what I do in the book is just to reflect, often with these individuals [victims of abuse] and sometimes in their own
words, on this mystery that the Jesus who comes into this experience is Jesus who appeared with his glorious wounds.
The wounds were still there. The wounds are mystically important and we can unite our wounds to Jesus and allow him
to unite those in a mystical way, in a redemptive way to His redemptive work.
So, where is Jesus in all of this? Jesus is continuing in the midst of our brokenness, in the midst of the utter moral
failures of our pastors, in the midst of our own sinfulness and brokenness. The risen Good Shepherd comes with his
glorious wounds by which he intends to bring about healing in his Church and to bring about a much greater good and a
much more glorious future precisely in and through the tragedies that we are experiencing.
We will also experience this in a much more glorious and beautiful day for the Church in the future, and certainly for the
Church when all time has been consummated and we are all, by God's grace, caught up in the glory of the heavenly
kingdom.
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You discuss in the book how uprooting a betrayal of trust can be and how we really need to be grounded in
Christ's love. What are some concrete ways that Catholics can really root themselves in Christ's love and
find that grounding in a time when they might feel destabilized in the Church?
First, very practical immediate answer: Eucharistic adoration. No doubt about it.
That was essentially my homily when we were talking two weeks ago about the McCarrick thing from the pulpit. It
means, as always in crisis, we need to be earnestly and deeply seeking the Lord by frequenting Eucharistic adoration and
intensifying one's life of prayer.
In my own story, I had to go on retreat. I had to just go take some time to just be by myself to get that down to the solid
foundation of what did I stand on. What was the foundation that everything that I believed stood on?
What one can come to in those experiences is that experience of Jesus -- the experience that our risen and glorious Lord
still stands present in the midst of our lives. He is there.
When we are hurting, we need to do whatever it takes: adoration, retreat, increased prayer, asceticism, solid spiritual
reading, all of the things that we can avail ourselves of God's grace to re-experience ourselves as rooted and grounded in
His love.
God has a very big safety net for us and it is that reality of being truly rooted and grounded in Him and in His love that
encompasses us.
It is just that when we are hurting, when we are scandalized, when we are angry, when we are experiencing all of this
emotional turbulence, it is just -- it takes time and prayer and I think a lot of coming to silence and coming to quiet to get
through that and to realize that our Lord is still there. Our Lord is still holding his hands out to us. Our Lord is still there
to embrace us and pick us up and guide us and help us to move forward.

What would you say to the priest who just doesn't know how to address this from the pulpit, who is dealing
with his own feelings of hurt and confusion, and maybe is on the fence about whether he should address it
in a homily?
I think that the best thing that priest can do is to talk about that in his homily. It is emotionally exhausting for most of us.
It is heartbreaking. When I preached a couple of weekends ago, I got emotional. I think it is very healing and good if
priests allow themselves to feel and show that emotion. Feel and show how personally upsetting it is. If a priest is angry,
tell your people, 'Yeah, I'm angry too, and you should be angry.' It should start there.
It is absolutely essential that this is addressed. No priest should be waiting for some directive from his bishop. I would
hope that across the country most priests have already addressed this from the pulpit. If not, it absolutely has to
happen.

People are very angry right now, and I do not think that they are identifying that anger as a hurt. Many
people are channeling their anger into what needs to change in the Church. Some channel it at specific
people in the Church.
You address healthy anger in the book, and I want to hear your thoughts on it in this context. What would
you say to people who are very angry?
There is certainly such a thing as just anger. I would hope that most of the anger that what most committed Catholics
are experiencing right now is precisely that -- “just anger.” I have experienced a good deal of bit of it in the past few
weeks.
Hopefully that anger does get channelled into good positive, action steps that I think Catholics are taking. But people
should also be very honest with themselves: This hurts.
I think that our brothers and sisters who are going through this right now, and they are many, need to own up to that.

2

That is a very healthy starting point to getting to a better place. In this context, it is an important part of rightly
channeling our energies and our reactions prayerfully and in docility to the Holy Spirit. We have to allow the Holy Spirit
to come fully into that experience of hurt in this ecclesial context.
The immediate victims of McCarrick, those who have suffered sexual exploitation, they are hurt in a very unique way,
but in some sense this has inflicted a hurt on all of us. And those who failed, those who enabled him, those who pulled
him up the ecclesiastical ladder, if they did so with knowledge of his sexual predation, that inflicts a real emotional hurt
on all of us, and we should just admit that.

Many Catholics first faced these initial feelings of betrayal, shock, bewilderment in 2002. After positive
steps forward like the Dallas Charter, these Catholics found some consolation in the fact that the Church
had made positive changes. Now there are layers of hurt there, particularly the hurt of thinking that things
were better and then discovering that they are not.
The Church might not change in our lifetimes. Reform in the Church takes so long. The Church is very good
at reforming herself, but it can take centuries sometimes. I'm worried for people who are looking for a quick
fix.
I think that you are hitting at the heart of the problem. One thing that we are being faced with in this crisis is the reality
that effective change within the Church takes a very, very long time. Even within organizations, people talk about
changing the internal culture of a business, even that in itself can take a long time.
First of all, there is no reason why we cannot continue to take genuine pride in the programs that have been set in place
with the sacrifice and dedication by the way of hundreds of lay Catholic men and women who have jumped into this
breach and who have instituted requirements for background checks, safe environment training, safe environment
programs, who serve the Church as sexual abuse assistance coordinators in dioceses (these are people who deal one on
one especially with victims of clergy sexual abuse.) So we have every reason frankly to be confident that we are in a
much better place then we were 15 years ago to protect our children. There is no reason to doubt that.
What people are still reeling from, and this has been the real revelation, is that there has been, especially within the
episcopacy, there has been an internal culture which allowed -- and I am not faulting all bishops here, but McCarrick is
the child of an old boys school mentality, a culture where bishops too often understood themselves as members of this
kind of privileged caste who used power and authority to manipulate and frankly to bring about all kind of harms and
hurts in people's lives. Bishops have sadly often been the perpetrators of much of the hurt that has been experienced on
many levels and in many forms in the Church. And that is a sickly culture and it has to change.
The Church desperately needs a healing in its episcopacy. This is very much a crisis of the episcopacy. The current ethos
is in so many ways it is failing us. It is failing the Church. What we have is, in far too many cases, a kind of managerial
approach. Bishops simply seek to manage, to contain, to bureaucratize our apostolates, and that is not a culture where
the Church is going to thrive.
Is that going to change anytime soon? No, but I think that we have an opportunity. This crisis is putting a spotlight on
that problematic culture within the episcopate. I think that we can be hopeful for some kind of change, maybe even sea
change.
There are good and holy bishops out there who are as incensed about this as you or I or any of us are. It is my prayer and
hope that they will begin to exercise some very kind of unprecedented leadership within the body of bishops and
certainly within their own dioceses.
So what do Catholics do meanwhile? Well, we are challenged to exercise the supernatural virtue of hope. We are
challenged to believe that that kind of change, if it is meant to be, will take time, but we have to support every bishop
who shows signs that they are getting it.
We have to support every bishop who shows signs that they understand and that they are taking unprecedented steps
towards transparency, toward addressing even the faults of their own brother bishops.
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We need to be supportive and helpful, and I guess that is a long way of saying that we need to hang in there and trust in
the Holy Spirit. Change does take a long time in the Church. We are called to continue to exercise hope and it is by
sustaining hope and sustaining a healthy pressure on the bishops that can bring about some really positive change here,
maybe faster than we think.

As outrageous as it is, I can imagine the temptation a leader might feel to keep something so scandalous
secret, to think that they were protecting Catholics from scandal by a sort of false charity, if you will. How
does a leader find the courage or strength to come forward with the truth after they have covered up?
In the context of the Church, bishops who get it have come to understand that the scandal has been the supposed effort
to “avoid scandal.” The scandal has been covering this stuff up. The scandal has been keeping this stuff quiet.
This is what I always tell our seminarians. Transparency is your friend. Light and truth are our friends. Institutionally, I
think that we are understanding that. In the context of seminary formation, I really believe earnestly that the vast
majority of our men understand that.
And I think understanding that also makes it easier to come clean when there has been a failure of any sort. In a sense, it
all boils down to the old adage, 'Honesty is the best policy.'
Obviously, when you are talking about something as complex as sexual abuse and exploitation, that is obviously much
more complex because sometimes you are dealing with victims who desire to remain anonymous.
It takes an enormous amount of courage for victims of abuse to come forward and go public. That's been one sad part of
this whole tragedy. It is so difficult. The courage there is just amazing sometimes. I think the message of what we are
learning in the sexual abuse crisis is that transparency is the only way to go.
Honestly trying to protect the requirements of justice and people's reputations is a difficult balance and it definitely
requires that transparency.

What do you recommend for those who are specifically dealing with disillusionment? How do Catholics
keep their eyes open to the truth without totally succumbing to cynicism?
I think that the level of cynicism and disillusionment right now is off the charts.
You know people often use that image of having a bandage ripped off a wound. I don't think that we have yet healed
from -- I know we haven't healed from 2002. This isn't having a bandage ripped off. This is having that wound ripped
open and stamped on.
I'm fully expecting that the level of disillusionment and just shear kind of numb confusion is going to be a very common
experience. I think that there will be different outcomes. I hope that Catholics can believe that there is a way forward
here, especially committed Catholics.
It leads you to question your faith. I have been there. I have had that experience. The more you expose yourself to this,
the more faith is going to be severely challenged.
I would just hope though that Catholics can understand that Jesus can lead them through that fire. He can lead us
through this fire and make it a purifying fire, so that we can emerge from this really sad and really critical chapter of
crisis in the Church, that we can emerge from this as stronger disciples and more committed Catholic Christians.
What transformation the Holy Spirit brings about, I hope we could no matter how hard this is, I hope we could kind of
look forward to that with a sense of hope and expectation and maybe even the sense that as bad as it is, I want to be a
part of what happens now. I want to be a part of the renewal that the Holy Spirit is going to necessarily going to bring
about. I want to be a part of the action here. I want to be a part of what the Holy Spirit is going to do now in the Church.
I am absolutely convinced that the Holy Spirit is working in and through this crisis in a very real way. I have experienced
it myself. I have seen it and I have heard it from others.
We have to allow the Holy Spirit to bring us beyond this very profound disillusionment.
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/where-is-jesus-in-the-midst-of-the-churchs-sex-abuse-crisis-78081
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THE MCCARRICK MESS
by Bishop Robert Barron August 09, 2018
When I was going through school, the devil was presented to us as a myth, a literary device, a
symbolic manner of signaling the presence of evil in the world. I will admit to internalizing
this view and largely losing my sense of the devil as a real spiritual person. What shook my
agnosticism in regard to the evil one was the clerical sex abuse scandal of the nineties and
the early aughts. I say this because that awful crisis just seemed too thought-through, too
well-coordinated, to be simply the result of chance or wicked human choice. The devil is
characterized as “the enemy of the human race” and particularly the enemy of the Church. I challenge anyone to come up
with a more devastatingly effective strategy for attacking the mystical body of Christ than the abuse of children and
young people by priests. This sin had countless direct victims of course, but it also crippled the Church financially,
undercut vocations, caused people to lose confidence in Christianity, dramatically compromised attempts at
evangelization, etc., etc. It was a diabolical masterpiece.
Sometime in the early aughts, I was attending a conference and found myself wandering more or less alone in the area
where groups and organizations had their booths. I came over to one of the tables and the woman there said, “You’re Fr.
Barron, aren’t you?” I replied affirmatively, and she continued, “You’re doing good work for the Church, but this means
that the devil wants to stop you. And you know, he’s a lot smarter than you are and a lot more powerful.” I think I just
mumbled something to her at that moment, but she was right, and I knew it. All of this has come back to me in the wake
of the Archbishop McCarrick catastrophe. St. Paul warned us that we battle, not against flesh and blood, but against
“powers and principalities.” Consequently, the principal work of the Church at this devastating moment ought to be
prayer, the conscious and insistent invoking of Christ and the saints.
Now I can hear people saying, “So Bishop Barron is blaming it all on the devil.” Not at all. The devil works through
temptation, suggestion, and insinuation—and he accomplishes nothing without our cooperation. If you want to see the
principle illustrated, Google Luca Signorelli’s image of the Antichrist in the Orvieto Cathedral. You’ll see what I mean.
Archbishop McCarrick did wicked things and so did those, it appears, who enabled him. And we have to come to terms
with these sins.
Before I broach the subject of how to do this, permit me to say a few words about unhelpful strategies being bandied
about. A first one is indiscriminate scapegoating. The great philosopher René Girard taught us that when communities
enter into crisis, people typically commence desperately to cast about for someone or some group to blame. In the
catharsis of this indiscriminate accusation, they find a kind of release, an ersatz peace. “All the bishops should resign!”
“The priesthood is a cesspool of immorality!” “The seminaries are all corrupt!” As I say, these assertions might be
emotionally satisfying at some level, but they are deeply unjust and conduce toward greater and not less dysfunction.
The second negative strategy is the riding of ideological hobby horses. So lots of commentators—left, center, and right—
have chimed in to say that the real cause of the McCarrick disaster is, take your pick, the ignoring of Humanae vitae,
priestly celibacy, rampant homosexuality in the Church, the mistreatment of homosexuals, the sexual revolution, etc.
Mind you, I’m not saying for a moment that these aren’t important considerations and that some of the suggestions
might not have real merit. But I am saying that launching into a consideration of these matters that we have been
debating for decades and that will certainly not admit of an easy adjudication amounts right now to a distraction.
So what should be done? The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) has no juridical or canonical
authority to discipline bishops. And even if it tried to launch an investigation, it has, at the moment, very little credibility.
Only the Pope has juridical and disciplinary powers in regard to bishops. Hence, I would suggest (as a lowly backbencher auxiliary) that the bishops of the United States—all of us—petition the Holy Father to form a team, made up
mostly of faithful lay Catholics skilled in forensic investigation, and to empower them to have access to all of the relevant
documentation and financial records. Their task should be to determine how Archbishop McCarrick managed, despite
his widespread reputation for iniquity, to rise through the ranks of the hierarchy and to continue, in his retirement
years, to function as a roving ambassador for the Church and to have a disproportionate influence on the appointment of
bishops. They should ask the ecclesial version of Sen. Howard Baker’s famous questions: “What did the responsible
parties know and when did they know it?” Only after these matters are settled will we know what the next steps ought
to be.
In the meantime, and above all, we should ask the heavenly powers to fight with us and for us. I might suggest especially
calling upon the one who crushes the head of the serpent.
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/article/the-mccarrick-mess/5873/

August 15th through October 7, 2018
The time is now to call upon God, through the powerful
intercession of Our Lady of the Rosary, to heal our
country and return it to holiness.
The time is now to call upon God, through the powerful intercession
of Our Lady of the Rosary, to heal our country and return it to
holiness.
This is a nationwide prayer campaign called the “Novena for Our
Nation.” Everyone from around the nation is encouraged to join
ranks as, united, we pray the very powerful 54 Day Rosary Novena
from the Feast of the Assumption on August 15 to the Feast of Our
Lady of the Rosary on October 7.
We continue to live in peace-less times with laws and court rulings in
conflict with God’s laws; especially the disregard for the rights of the
unborn, elderly and weak in our society and the attacks on marriage
and family values. Society and many levels of government continue
to demonstrate intolerance towards biblically based religious
belief and practice. In conflict with First Amendment constitutional
rights, persecution of traditional religious expression has reached
historically high levels. We are in a Spiritual Battle.
We are called upon to help turn our country back towards God. We
will accomplish that through prayer; prayer that can change hearts,
change families, change our communities and change our country.
There is no stronger weapon in this Spiritual Battle than the Rosary.

“If that nation against which I have spoken, shall
repent of their evil, I also will repent of the evil that
I have thought to do to them.”
Jeremiah 18:8

• Pray for America with the faithful
from across the country
• Sign up to receive daily reflections
straight to your email inbox
• Attend the National Rosary Rally in DC
Oct. 7th (see our website for more info)
Sponsored by
The Holy League

To sign up for daily reflections or for more info visit

NovenaForOurNation.com

