Saint Mary Parish
4001 St Mary’s Drive . Anacortes, WA 98221
360.293.2101 v 360.293.8556 f
www.stmaryanacortes.org

Saint Paul Parish
St. Paul Church and Fr. Twohy Spiritual Center
17456 Pioneer Pkwy . La Conner, WA98257
Mail: c/o 4001 St Mary’s Drive
Anacortes, WA 98221
May 21, 2017
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“I will not leave you orphans;
I will come to you.
In a little while the world
will no longer see me,
but you will see me,
because I live and you will live.
On that day you will realize
that I am in my Father
and you are in me and I in you.
Whoever has my commandments
and observes them
is the one who loves me.
And whoever loves me
will be loved by my Father,
and I will love him
and reveal myself to him.”
JN 14:15-21

Liturgy Schedule—Saint Mary Parish
Celebration of the Eucharist
Weekend
Saturday Vigil Mass …………..………. 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass …………….. 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.
Weekday
Tuesday………………………………......6:00 p.m.
Wednesday—Saturday……………..…9:00 a.m.
First Friday
Mass …………...……..………………..… 9:00 a.m.
First Saturday
Sacrament of Reconciliation….……...9:00 a.m.
Benediction and Mass ……………… 10:00 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Half hour before Daily Mass
in addition to the following:
Saturday ….…………………. 3:30 p.m.—4:30 p.m.
Sunday…………………...….. 7:30 a.m.; 10:00 a.m.

Liturgy Schedule—Saint Paul Parish
September 11, 2016 through May 21, 2017
(Summer 2017 schedule to be announced)
Celebration of the Eucharist
Sunday Mass ………………….….……… 6:00 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Sunday …………………………….……... 5:00 p.m.
Faith Formation: Religious Education
Sunday ……………………………….…... 5:00 p.m.

St. Mary Parish Office

Parish Directory

St. Paul Parish Office

4001 Saint Mary’s Drive, Anacortes, WA 98221
(360) 293-2101; fax (360) 293-8556
www. stmaryanacortes.org

17456 Pioneer Parkway, La Conner, WA 98257
Mail: c/o 4001 Saint Marys Dr,
Anacortes, WA 98221 (360) 293-2101

Parish Office Hours

Parish Office Hours

Monday through Friday: 10:00 a.m.—Noon
1:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m.

Contact Ruth Miller at 360-293-2101

Parish Staff
Rev. Mel Strazicich, Pastor
Ruth Miller, Parish Administrator
Ben Maes, PA for Liturgy
Vacant, PA for Faith Formation
Travis Switalski, Facilities Supervisor
Brandee Theriot, Admin. Assistant

Parish Staff
Ext. 101
Ext. 102
Ext. 106
Ext. 104
Ext. 105
Ext. 103

Parish Councils

Immaculate Conception Regional School

Pastoral Council: Andy Leech, Chair
Andyleech@msn.com
Finance Council: George Kushner, Chair
Georgekush@icloud.com

Mass Intentions
No daily Masses the week of May 21.

Rev. Mel Strazicich, Pastor, (360) 293-2101
Ruth Miller, Pastoral Assistant for Administration

Gwen Rodrigues, Principal
1321 E Division St., Mount Vernon, WA 98274
(360)428-3912

Praying for our Military

Perpetual Adoration

St. Peter Julian Eymard Chapel

CDR Roger Leech, USN
Daniel Hernandez, USN
Flint Mitchell, Jr., USN
L.CPPL. Jobil Anne Robinson, USMC

Readings for the week...
You can find readings for every day
at www.usccb.org/nab
The Liturgy of the Hours—the official
daily prayer of the church—is at
www.divineoffice.org

Thomas Mullinaux, USAF
Lt. J.G. Scott Cadmus, USN
ATCS (AW) Justin Lartigue, USN
MM CPO Jon Walsh, USN
Johnny C. McDonald, USN
1st Lt. Britta Vivaldo, USMC
Lt. Kimberly Dillon, USN
We would like to add your family
members serving in the military to our
parish prayers. Please call the Parish
Office at 360-293-2101 so we may
add your loved ones’ names to our
list, which will be placed in this box.

AVAILABLE HOURS
SUNDAY:
2 am
MONDAY:
10 pm
TUESDAY:
No open hours
WEDNESDAY:
3 am; 10 pm
THURSDAY:
4 am; 7, 11 pm
FRIDAY :
3 am
SATURDAY:
9 pm, 11 pm
Contact Sally
293-3222

Alliance of
the Two
Hearts and
Communion
of Reparation
is on the
First Friday of
every month.

Stewardship of Treasure
Fiscal year 7/1/2016—6/30/2017

Collection for
May 6-7, 2017

May
Month to Date

2016-2017
Fiscal Year to Date

Collection at Mass
Online giving

$
$

7,550
108

$ 19,669
$ 1,280

$ 410,482
$ 34,434

Total

$

7,658

$ 20,949

$ 444,916

Goal

$

9,150

$ 18,300

$ 420,900

Over (Under) Goal

$

(1,492)

$

$ 24,016

2,649

Parish News and Events
This week at St. Mary and St. Paul
Sunday, May 21
7:30 a.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
8:00 a.m. Mass
10:00 a.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
11:00 a.m. Confirmation Mass
1:00 p.m. Mother Mary McGreevy
Gathering, FAC
St. Paul, Swinomish Reservation
5:00 p.m. Religious Education Classes
5:00 p.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
6:00 p.m. Healing Mass & Adoration

Monday, May 22
No Mass
7:00 p.m. Joy of the Lord
Tuesday, May 23
No Mass
9:00 a.m. Seven Sorrows Rosary
Wednesday, May 24
No Mass
9:00 a.m. Rosary
10:00 a.m. Steps in a Journey
10:00 a.m. Divine Infant Devotion
6:00 p.m. Alpha Seminar

Thursday, May 25
Ascension of Jesus
No Mass
9:00 a.m. Rosary
6:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
6:00 p.m. Baptism Class
Friday, May 26
No Mass
9:00 a.m. Seven Sorrows Rosary
3:00 p.m. Divine Mercy Chaplet
Saturday, May 27
Ascension Sunday
No morning Mass
9:00 a.m. Rosary
3:30 p.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
5:00 p.m. Mass
Sunday, May 28
Ascension Sunday
7:30 a.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
8:00 a.m. Mass
10:00 a.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
11:00 a.m. Mass with incense
12:00 p.m. Prayer Ministry

Let all the earth
cry out to God with joy.
Psalm 66

Marriage Prep
Announcement

Pastoral Assistant for
Faith Formation, St. Mary Parish

On June 1 Don and Pat Webster
will be retiring from the Alpha
Marriage course and the
Marriage Prep course which
they have treasured facilitating
for the past nine years. Many St.
Mary Parish couples have
enjoyed these courses, and Don
and Pat hope they are still
experiencing the benefits of a
loving marriage. They wish to
thank Jim and Jenny Toland for
filling in for the past few months
and to the many families who
volunteered with food support.
They are needed by family
members now but hope to
continue as volunteers when
they are able.

St. Mary is seeking a full-time
Pastoral Assistant for Faith
Formation. Position will be
responsible for programs that
provide faith formation and
Sacramental preparation to
children, youth and young adults.
Minimum qualifications: BA
required; preference given to
applicants
with
proven
experience in leading faith
formation programs; working
knowledge of Microsoft Office
Suite. To request a job description
and
application,
email
saintmaryanacortes@gmail.org or
pick up the packet at the St. Mary
Parish Office.

Steps in a Journey

Quo Vadis Days

“Steps in a Journey” is a
discussion of God’s love, power,
and way of life. We are reading
St. Theresa of Avila’s The Book of
Her Life which is about how
God interacts with us. We are
also viewing “Wild Goose is
Loose” which is a DVD series on
the Holy Spirit in our lives
produced by the Franciscan
friars. All are welcome to attend
one or all of these ongoing
classes which meet in Room 6 of
the Father Auer Center on
Wednesday mornings after 9:00
a.m. Mass.

Quo Vadis Days is for young men
ages 13 -18 who are discerning a
vocation to the priesthood. June
26 -29 at Camp Don Bosco, it is
staffed by Archdiocesan priests,
seminarians, Serra Club members,
and CYO staff and will have
Masses with Archbishop Sartain
and Bishop Elizondo. Find more
information and register online at
QVDays.org. Contact Fr. Derek
Lappe at 360-479-3777 with
questions

Sacramental Information
Call St. Mary Office at 360-293-2101 for more information
Infant Baptism
Call the Parish Office to schedule a preparation class and baptism. Those
wishing to have their baby baptized must be practicing Catholics.
Adult or Child Baptism, Confirmation, or Adults Considering Becoming
Catholic
Call the Faith Formation Office to learn more about the Rite of Christian
Initiation for Adults (RCIA), or Rite of Christian Initiation for Children (RCIC).
Weddings
Weddings require a 6-month notice and preparation.
Sacrament of the Sick (Anointing)
Please let us know if someone is seriously ill.

From Fr. Straz

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!

JMJ

Dear Parishioners,
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR CONFIRMANDS!
This Sunday, we welcome Most Rev. Eusebio Elizondo, our Auxiliary Bishop, for the celebration of the
Sacrament of Confirmation. The St Mary’s Youth are joining the youth of St. Francis Xavier Parish, Friday Harbor for
this celebration. Joining us also are the Religious Sisters of Mercy from Shaw Island, the catechists for the Friday Harbor
teens, along with the Mother Mary McGreevy, RSM & Mother Mary Quentin, RSM, Superior General and Superior
Emerita (respectively) of the Religious Sisters of Mercy of Alma, Michigan, who are making their official Visitation to
the Shaw Mercy Convent. Please welcome all our guests and of course our newly Confirmed this weekend!
THANK YOU FR. JUDE ELI, O.P. for another great class! See you at the Friar’s Feast, July 30th: New Location!
Word for Last Sunday:
Last Sunday’s Gospel focused on Jesus’s dialogue with Thomas and Philip in the Last Supper Discourse. Jesus
tells Philip: “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.” (John 14:9). Jesus and the Father are One. Jesus is the eternal
Divine Son of God in human flesh. In the Old Testament, no one could look on the face of God and live, except Moses,
and his countenance was permanently changed by the presence of God. God was presented as wholly other to ancient
Israel. Jesus‘s claim that one can now look on the face of God in Him was an earth-shattering statement for a Jew that is
hard for a modern Christian to grasp. And why could Jesus say this and it be truth? Because He IS the eternal Son of
God.
Under the New Covenant, whoever looks on a saint, is looking on the face of Jesus. The Incarnation of Christ,
the reality of the God-Man, makes possible this new type of relationship among the followers of Christ and Christians
with the world. And who most reflects Christ among the saints but our Blessed Mother Mary! In this month of May and
especially in the Centennial Year of Our Lady of Fatima, let us look on the face of Christ in Our Lady of Fatima, and by
heeding her messages so become also ourselves living reflections of the glory of God in Christ in humanity converted
and redeemed!
THANK YOU TO THE FATIMA FLOTILLA CREW! AMEN ALLELUIA AMEN!
What a wonderful expression of love and prayer on behalf of members of both parishes who participated.
Special thanks to the Swinomish families of St. Paul’s who provided the seafood for the journey! WOW WHAT A
BEATUIFUL DAY! I TOLD YOU that God never rains on Mary’s parade! AMEN ALLELUIA!
KC Breakfast Last Sunday, Mothers’ Day: proceeds go to Ben and Marcia Maes & their needs.
Our heartfelt prayers go to Ben and Marcia Maes. Ben flew home May 7th, right after the May Crowning, to
attend his daughter’s Confirmation Mass in Albuquerque on May 8th. On May 9th, on his way to the airport to fly back to
Seattle, Ben and Marcia (his wife) were involved in a serious accident. Marcia had to undergo emergency surgery and is
facing a long convalescence with a fractured vertebrae and other injuries. Ben is “banged up” as well. Ben was planning
on moving the whole family up here to Anacortes at the end of May, but it remains to be seen what the family situation
will be day to day at this time.
THANK YOU TO THE KC’S for a successful fundraiser for Ben. THANK YOU ALSO to St. Vincent de Paul for their
donations to the Maes Family. You can help the Maes family by donating to the KC’s or SVDP.
Please keep Ben and Marcia and the whole family in your prayers in this difficult time!
Annual Catholic Appeal: Parish Goal is $95,000 which includes our $15,000 Rebate goal for updated handicapped
accessibility. Thank you for your generosity to the Archbishop’s campaign!
HEALING MASS at St. Paul’s, May 21st 6PM – ALL ARE WELCOME!
**MAY 21ST IS LAST MASS AT ST. PAUL FOR THE WINTER - SUMMER SCHEDULE TBA**
Saturday June 3rd at 5PM: Extended Pentecost Vigil, with prayers for Healing and Release of the Holy Spirit.

Fr. Straz

Reflections for This Week
On the Sixth Sunday of Easter, we
hear the incredibly comforting news
from Jesus in John's Gospel: “I will not
leave you orphans; I will come to
you” as he promised to send the
Advocate, the Spirit of Truth to us.
Thursday, in most dioceses around
the world, is the Feast of The
Ascension of the Lord with its own
special readings. In some places it is
celebrated on the following Sunday.
Friday is the Memorial of St. Philip
Neri.
Our Easter season readings from Acts
of the Apostles continue this week.
We read of Paul converting a
wealthy cloth trader, Lydia; of the
dramatic conversion and baptism of
the jailer and his family; Paul's bold
speech to the crowd at the
Ar e o p a gu s a n d hi s fe a r l e ss
preaching in Corinth, despite the
growing threat from the Jews. We
also see how followers of Paul begin
to convert others.
In John's Gospel, we realize we are
approaching Pentecost in a few
weeks as Jesus begins to speak of his
leaving the earth and of the coming
of the “Advocate” - the Spirit of
Truth. The image of the Trinity is clear:
“when the Advocate comes whom I
will send you from the Father....” To
his disciples, the idea of his leaving
fills their hearts with grief but Jesus
reassures them, “it is better for you
that I go” so that the Spirit can come
to them. The Spirit “will guide you to
all truth.” Jesus promises, “Amen,
amen, I say to you, you will weep
and mourn, while the world rejoices;
you will grieve, but your grief will
become joy.” “This is my
commandment: love one another as
I love you.” “Whatever you ask the
Father in my name he will give you.”
Whether the Solemnity of the
Ascension of the Lord is celebrated
on Thursday or on Sunday, it is a
stirring story from The Acts of the
Apostles of Jesus leaving his disciples
and promising them the support of
the Holy Spirit. Matthew's Gospel tells
of how they gathered at the
mountain and Jesus said, “Go,
therefore, and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them ... teaching
them to observe all that I have
commanded you. And behold, I am
with you always, until the end of the
age.”
From the “Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer,”
the Creighton University’s Online Ministries
website: http://www.creighton.edu/
Collaborative Ministry/online.html.

Daily Prayer This Week
We sometimes keep the idea of the Trinity firmly in our heads, rather than
move it to our hearts. Our logical, practical minds cannot make sense out of
three persons in one God.
But clearly this week Jesus wants us to have some sense of what the Trinity is a continuation of the seamless love and identity between him and the
Father. It is the Spirit of that love between them that lives on in us today,
guiding us and helping us to follow the message of Jesus' life. It is that Spirit of
Jesus that is with us in each of the difficult and joyous moments of our days.
Jesus invites us to discover the power of the Spirit in our lives through an
awareness of “the Advocate” supporting us each day. Jesus encourages us
in the same kind of intimate relationship he has with the Father. The startling
idea of this close, personal conversation one might have with a parent
models for us how we can speak to him.
If we feel tongue-tied or don't know where to begin, that is exactly the place
to start. Each morning as we awaken, we can speak from our hearts.
Loving Jesus, I'm not sure how to do this. I can feel in my heart an emptiness
or longing for something deeper in my relationship, but I don't always know
where to begin. Help me to open my heart to you this day, and to carry with
me the sense of how much you love me and how much you want this kind
of personal relationship with me.
Let me feel your Spirit present with me as I face the challenges of the day
and let me live my life this day as your follower, in the peace of your love.
It is a simple prayer and one that we can remember as we go about our
day, head to a meeting, stand in the kitchen or fold laundry. It is not
complicated to have a closer relationship with God but it takes focus. And
always, we can end our day with a simple prayer of thanks for the many
blessings of the day.

Keeping the Commandments
What is the image we have of God?
Perhaps he appears to us as a severe judge, as someone who curtails
our freedom and the way we live our lives. But the Scriptures everywhere
tell us that God is the Living One, the one who bestows life and points
the way to fullness of life. I think of the beginning of the Book of Genesis:
God fashions man out of the dust of the earth; he breathes in his nostrils
the breath of life, and man becomes a living being (cf. 2:7). God is the
source of life; thanks to his breath, man has life. God’s breath sustains
the entire journey of our life on earth.
I also think of the calling of Moses, where the Lord says that he is the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of
the living. When he sends Moses to Pharaoh to set his people free, he
reveals his name; I am who I am, the God who enters into our history,
sets us free from slavery and death, and brings life to his people
because he is the Living One.
I also think of the gift of the Ten Commandments: a path God points
out to us towards a life which is truly free and fulfilling. The
Commandments are not a litany of prohibitions--you must not do this,
you must not do that, you must not do the other; on the contrary, they
are a great “Yes!”: a yes to God, to Love, to life. Dear freiends, our lives
are fulfilled in God alone, because only he is the Living One!!
POPE FRANCIS
His Holiness Pope Francis was elected to the See of Saint Peter in 2013.

Everything You Ever Needed to Know about Fatima - 1
By Mary Rezac Fatima, Portugal, May 8, 2017 / 03:01 am (CNA/EWTN News).- It’s
the most popular and well-known Marian apparition in the recent history of the
Church.
One hundred years ago, the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to three shepherd
children in a field in Fatima, Portugal. She brought with her requests for the
recitation of the rosary, for sacrifices on behalf of sinners, and a secret regarding the
fate of the world.
Every local bishop since has approved the apparitions and deemed them worthy of
belief, the highest recognition a Marian apparition can receive from the Church.
Miracle researcher Michael O’Neill told CNA that the Fatima apparitions could be
considered the “gold standard of Marian apparitions.”
“It has everything you’ve ever wanted to look for in a Marian apparition. It’s got these
secrets, the prophecies, visionaries that will be canonized... you also have a feast
day in the general Roman calendar, the approval of the local bishop, and of every
pope afterwards, you have the canonization of the visionaries and the basilica that was built, so all the
hallmarks of a Marian apparition are there,” he said. O’Neill records the details of Fatima, other Marian
apparitions and all things miraculous on his site, miraclehunter.com.
This year, Pope Francis is scheduled to visit the apparition site on May 12-13, the 100th anniversary of the first
Fatima apparition. The visit will include the canonizations of two of the child visionaries, who died just a few
years after the visions.
But even though it’s been 100 years, “the messages of Fatima are as relevant today as they were in 1917,”
O’Neill said.
“The essence of the message is a call to conversion, and that’s something that’s as important in our life in
modern times as it was when Mary appeared in 1917. I think this 100 year anniversary is a great opportunity
for us to revisit the devotion and to re-incorporate it into our lives today.”
Historical context
In 1917, the country of Portugal, like most of the rest of the world, was at war.
As World War I raged throughout Europe, Portugal found itself unable to maintain its initial neutrality and joined
forces with the Allies, in order to protect colonies in Africa and to defend their trade with Britain. About 220,000
Portuguese civilians died during the war; thousands due to food shortages, thousands more from the Spanish
flu.
Besides the hardships of war, Catholics in the country were also facing a strong wave of anti-clericalism.
Begun in the 18th century during the term of statesman Marquês de Pombal, anti-Catholicism reared its head
again after the establishment of the Portuguese First Republic in 1910.
Catholic churches and schools were seized by the government, and the wearing of clerics in public, the ringing
of church bells, and the celebrating of popular religious festivals were banned. Between 1911-1916, nearly
2,000 priests, monks and nuns were killed by anti-Christian groups.
This was the Portugal the Blessed Virgin Mary entered into when she appeared to three shepherd children in
Fatima in 1917, delivering messages about war, peace, suffering, and conversion.
An angel announces Mary’s coming
In the summer of 1916, Lucia dos Santos, the youngest of a family of seven children, began shepherding her
family’s flock along with three of her friends, Teresa Matias and her sister Maria Rosa, and Maria Justino.
During this time, an angelic figure appeared before the girls three different times as they were praying the
rosary in the fields, but did not speak to them. Lucia’s mother dismissed the incident as “childish nonsense.”
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Some time later, Lucia was shepherding with her two cousins, Francisco and Jacinta Marto. One day, eager to
play, the children sped through their lunchtime rosary by saying only the titles of the prayers on each bead.
Shortly after they began to play a game, an angelic figure appeared, this time speaking to the children. Over
three different appearances, he asked the children to pray and sacrifice. He told them he was the “Guardian
Angel of Portugal,” and informed them that Jesus and Mary had “plans of mercy” for them. On the last visit, he
gave the children Holy Communion.
“That is pretty unique,” O’Neill said. “There have been thousands of accounts of angels appearing on their
own; it’s a rare thing when they come to trumpet the coming of Mary.”
The first appearance of Mary
The next year, on May 5, 1917, Pope Benedict XV wrote a pastoral letter to the world, asking the faithful to
petition Mary to bring an end to the war, “that her most tender and benign solicitude may be moved and the
peace we ask for be obtained for our agitated world.”
Eight days later, Mary appeared for the first time, on May 13, to three shepherd children - Lucia, 10 years old,
and her two cousins, Francisco and Jacinta Marto, 9 and 7 years old, respectively.
She appeared as “a lady dressed all in white, more brilliant than the sun” on top of a small tree in an open field
called the Cova de Iria (The Cove of Irene) in the countryside of the small but faithful town of Fatima, and she
asked that the children come back to that same spot on the 13th day of the next month.
While she did not reveal her full name right away, the lady did tell the children: “I am of Heaven.” When asked,
she promised that all three of the children would go to heaven, though Francisco would have to say “many
rosaries” in order to get there.
Aside from the three children, no one was present during the first apparition; but as word spread, the crowds
would grow.
The second apparition: the children’s fate
For the second apparition on June 13, dozens of onlookers testified that they were able to see a cloud above
the tree where the children saw Mary. This time, she showed the children her Immaculate Heart, pierced with
thorns representing the sins of mankind.
Lucia asked Mary for the healing of a sick person, which Mary said would be granted with his conversion. Lucia
again asked Mary to take the children to heaven, and while Mary promised to take Jacinta and Francisco soon,
she told Lucia that she must stay on earth “some time longer.”
“Jesus wishes to make use of you to make me known and loved,” Mary told her. “He wants to establish in the
world devotion to my Immaculate Heart. I promise salvation to those who embrace it, and those souls will be
loved by God like flowers placed by me to adorn His throne.”
The children kept the revelation of the image of the Immaculate Heart secret for some time, until Lucia became
a nun. Mary again asked the children to return on the 13th day of the next month.
The third apparition: The Great Secret is given
On July 13, Mary revealed what has been come to be known as the “Great Secret” of Fatima, a secret that
Lucia divided into three parts and slowly revealed to the public over time. Two parts of the secret were
revealed in 1941, when Lucia was asked to record her memoirs by the local bishop. The rest was not revealed
until the year 2000, per Mary’s instructions, initially, and then later instructions of the Holy See.
Mary also told the children to continue praying the rosary daily, and to come back to the same spot on the
same day of the next month. When Lucia asked the lady to reveal her identity, she again promised the children
that she would reveal herself fully in October, and perform a miracle on that day “for all to see and believe.”
She also asked the children to help sinners: “Sacrifice yourself for sinners, and say many times, especially
whenever you make some sacrifice: O my Jesus, it is for love of Thee, for the conversion of sinners, and in
reparation for the sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary.”
The growing crowds who came with the children to see the apparition witnessed several things during this
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apparition. Many were able to hear a faint, indescribable sound, believed to be Mary’s voice. Witnesses also
recounted a change in atmosphere - when the Lady appeared the sky darkened, and the humid, hot summer
air of Portugal suddenly became cool and pleasant.
The crowd also heard a large clap of thunder that shook the ground at the time of Mary’s departure.
The fourth apparition: the kidnapping
With anti-Catholic sentiment still prevalent in the country, the mayor in the district of Fatima had grown
suspicious of the growingly popular apparitions, and had unsuccessfully tried to get the children to renounce
their story.
Wanting to stop the children from seeing the fourth apparition, Artur Santos, an apostate Catholic and high
Mason who was the local mayor, offered the children and their parents a ride in his car to the Cova on August
13. However, he devised a ruse to abandon the parents and to take the children alone to the district
headquarters in Vila Nova de Ourem, about 9 miles away. Despite bribes, threats of death by burning oil, and
threatening to lock them in a cell with criminals, the children never recanted their story.
Frustrated, and fearing retaliation from the faithful who had grown to love the apparitions, the mayor had the
children taken back to Fatima after two days, much to the relief of their parents.
Mary then appeared briefly to the children privately a few days later, repeating her request to pray the rosary
daily for the reparation of sins, and asking them to come back on the 13th of the next month.
The fifth apparition: a pillar of clouds and a shower of flowers
Rather than discourage onlookers, the kidnapping incident in August led to an even greater crowd for the
September apparition. This time, the visible signs of Mary’s presence became even more pronounced to the
crowd. Several witnesses said they were able to see a globe of light, and then a pillar of cloud about 16 feet
high by the tree where Mary always appeared.
Many onlookers also described a shower of small white objects - thought to be snowflakes or rose petals - that
fell from the sky but disappeared before they touched the ground.
Mary again repeated her promise to the children that she would come again next month and tell the children
who she was and what she wanted, and that she would perform a miracle “so that all may see and believe.”
The final apparition: the Miracle of the Sun
On October 13, 1917, the crowds of witnesses had grown to 70,000 - faithful and skeptics alike gathered for
what would be the last Marian apparition to the children in the Cova, eager to see the sign from heaven that
Mary had promised.
The crowds started to gather at 11:30, not realizing that Mary would appear at solar noon, rather than at noon
according to local time. The children, however, knew when to expect Mary, and arrived at 1:00 p.m., shortly
before 1:30 (solar noon) when Mary would appear.
As many witnesses described, a steady rain fell on the night of October 12 through the morning of the 13th.
The freshly-plowed ground of the field of the Cova was transformed into a muddy wet mess, through which the
crowds plodded and waited in waning hope for something miraculous to occur.
Dr. Joseph Almeida Garrett, Professor of Natural Sciences at Coimbra University, was present for the miracle
of the sun and wrote down his eyewitness account, included in the book “Fatima in Lucia’s own Words: The
Memoirs of Sister Lucia.”
Because he had arrived too early to the scene, expecting the miracle at noon by the clock instead of by the
sun, he waited in the shelter of his car, “looking rather disdainfully towards the place where they said the
apparition would be seen, not daring to step on the sodden and muddy earth of the freshly-ploughed field.”
Finally, at about half-past one, a pillar of smoke rose up and disappeared repeatedly at the spot where the
children were. The clouds indicated Mary’s arrival, and once she came, Lucia asked the lady what she wanted.
Mary again repeated her request for daily rosaries, and asked that a chapel be built at the apparition site
honoring the Lady of the Rosary, which she revealed to the children as her identity. She also promised that the
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war would soon end and the soldiers would return home. She said she would heal some of the people the
children had recommended, but said that people must “amend their lives and ask pardon for their sins.”
The Lady of the Rosary then departed, Lucia recounted, and reappeared to the children, first with Joseph and
the child Jesus, and then dressed as Mary under different titles – namely, Our Lady of Sorrows, and then Our
Lady of Mt. Carmel.
Then, Mary “cast her own light upon the sun.” The rain stopped, the clouds dispersed and the sky cleared,
catching the attention of onlookers.
What happened next has been described as the “miracle of the sun” or “the time the sun danced.”
“We looked easily at the sun, which did not blind us. It seemed to flicker on and off, first one way and then
another. It shot rays in different directions and painted everything in different colors...What was most
extraordinary is that the sun did not hurt our eyes at all. Everything was still and quiet; everyone was looking
upwards…” recalled Ti Marto, the father of visionaries Jacinta and Francisco Marto.
O Dia, the newspaper in the Portuguese capital of Lisbon, reported that “at midday by the sun, the rain
stopped. The sky, pearly grey in color, illuminated the vast arid landscape with a strange light. The sun had a
transparent gauzy veil so that the eye could easily be fixed on it. The grey mother-of-pearl tone turned into a
sheet of silver which broke up as the clouds were parted and the silver sun, enveloped in the same gauzy grey
light, was seen to whirl and turn in the circle of broken clouds. A cry went up from every mouth and people fell
on their knees in the muddy ground…”
Even O Seculo, an anti-Catholic, Masonic newspaper in Lisbon, reported the miracle of the sun from the
perspective of the paper’s editor-in-chief, Avelino de Almedia, who witnessed the miracle for himself.
“...one could see the immense multitude turn toward the sun, which appeared at its zenith, coming out of the
clouds,” he wrote.
“Before their dazzled eyes the sun trembled, the sun made unusual and brusque movements, defying all the
laws of the cosmos, and according to the typical expression of the peasants, ‘the sun danced’.”
Dr. Garrett added that the sun seemed “to be a living body...It looked like a glazed wheel made of mother-ofpearl.” He also recalled a moment when the sun whirled “wildly, seemed to loosen itself from the firmament
and advance threateningly upon the earth, as if to crush us with its huge and fiery weight. The sensation during
those moments was terrible.”
Numerous witnesses corroborated the phenomenon of the whirling, dancing colorful sun which at one moment
seemed to be terrifyingly plunging toward earth, with the crowds “expecting the end of the world to come at any
moment” one witness reported. After that moment, the once-soggy and muddy crowd discovered that they
were completely dry.
This is part one of a two-part series. Part two will cover the secrets of Fatima, Vatican recognition of the
apparitions, and the deaths of the visionaries.
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