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For everyone who exalts himself
will be humbled, and the one
who humbles himself will be
exalted.
Luke 18:14

Saint Paul Parish
17456 Pioneer Parkway . PO Box 2100
La Conner, WA 98257
360.466.5737 Swinomish Indian Reservation
October 23, 2016
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Liturgy Schedule—Saint Mary Parish
Celebration of the Eucharist
Weekend
Saturday Vigil Mass …………..………. 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass …………….. 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.
Weekday
Tuesday………………………………......6:00 p.m.
Wednesday—Saturday……………..…9:00 a.m.
First Friday
Mass …………...……..………………..… 9:00 a.m.
First Saturday
Sacrament of Reconciliation….……...9:00 a.m.
Benediction and Mass ……………… 10:00 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Half hour before Daily Mass
in addition to the following:
Saturday ….…………………. 3:30 p.m.—4:30 p.m.
Sunday…………………...….. 7:30 a.m.; 10:00 a.m.

Liturgy Schedule—Saint Paul Parish
September 11, 2016 through May 28, 2017
(Summer 2017 schedule to be announced)
Celebration of the Eucharist
Sunday Mass …………………….……… 6:00 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Sunday …………………………………... 5:00 p.m.
Faith Formation: Religious Education
Sunday …………………………………... 5:00 p.m.

Parish Directory

St. Mary Parish Office

St. Paul Parish Office

4001 Saint Mary’s Drive, Anacortes, WA 98221
(360) 293-2101; fax (360) 293-8556
www. stmaryanacortes.org

17456 Pioneer Parkway, La Conner, WA 98257
(360) 466-5737; fax (360) 466-4039
PO Box 2100, La Conner, WA 98257

Parish Office Hours

Parish Office Hours

Monday through Friday: 10:00 a.m.—Noon
1:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m.

Contact bpeters@swinomish.nsn.us

Parish Staff

Parish Staff

Rev. Mel Strazicich, Pastor
Ruth Miller, Parish Administrator
Ben Maes, PA for Liturgy
Toni Noaker, PA for Faith Formation
Travis Switalski, Facilities Supervisor
Brandee Theriot, Admin. Assistant

Ext. 101
Ext. 102
Ext. 106
Ext. 104
Ext. 105
Ext. 103

Parish Councils

Immaculate Conception Regional School

Pastoral Council: Andy Leech, Chair
Andyleech@msn.com
Finance Council: George Kushner, Chair

Mass Intentions
October 25, Elizabeth Michaels +
October 26, Harlow Jungles +
October 27, Bill and Lynn Berry +
October 28, Katie Shelley +
October 29, Margaret Courtney +

Rev. Mel Strazicich, Pastor, (360) 293-2101
Beverly Peters, Pastoral Coordinator
Jenny Peters, Bookkeeper

Gwen Rodrigues, Principal
1321 E Division St., Mount Vernon, WA 98274
(360)428-3912

Perpetual Adoration

Praying for our Military

St. Peter Julian Eymard Chapel

CDR Roger Leech, USN
Daniel Hernandez, USN
Flint Mitchell, Jr., USN

Readings for the week...
You can find readings for every day
at www.usccb.org/nab
The Liturgy of the Hours—the official
daily prayer of the church—is at
www.divineoffice.org

Stewardship of Treasure

We would like to include in the
prayer of our parish your family
members serving in the military.
Please call the Parish Office so we
may add their names to our list,
which will be placed in this box.

AVAILABLE HOURS
SUNDAY:
2 am;
MONDAY:
No open hours
TUESDAY:
11 pm
WEDNESDAY:
3, 4, 5 am
THURSDAY:
10, 11 pm
FRIDAY :
3 am; 1 pm
SATURDAY:
10, 11 pm
Contact Sally
293-3222

Fiscal year 7/1/2016—6/30/2017

Collection for
October
October 15-16, 2016 Month to Date

Collection at Mass

$

6,714

Online giving

$

640

Total

$

Goal
Over (Under) Goal

Alliance of
the Two
Hearts and
Communion
of Reparation
is on the
First Friday of
every month.

2016-2017
Fiscal Year to Date

$ 25,692

$ 130,120

$

2,265

$ 11,931

7,354

$ 27,957

$ 142,051

$

9,150

$ 27,450

$ 146,400

$

(1,796)

$

$

507

(4,349)

Parish News and Events
This week at St. Mary
and St. Paul
Sunday, October 23
7:30 a.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
8:00 a.m. Mass
9:00 a.m. Hospitality Hour
9:45 a.m. Religious Ed & Confirmation
10:00 a.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
11:00 a.m. Mass
12:00 p.m. Hospitality Hour
St. Paul, Swinomish Reservation
5:00 p.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
6:00 p.m. Mass

Monday, October 24
No Mass
7:00 p.m. Joy of the Lord
Tuesday, October 25
5:30 p.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
6:00 p.m. Mass
6:45 p.m. Seven Sorrows Rosary
7:00 p.m. Youth Group & Adoration
Wednesday, October 26
8:30 a.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
9:00 a.m. Mass
10:00 a.m. Steps in a Journey
6:00 p.m. RCIA Class

Thursday, October 27
8:30 a.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
9:00 a.m. Mass
10:15 a.m. The Pivotal Players Study
Friday, October 28
8:30 a.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
9:00 a.m. Mass
9:45 a.m. Seven Sorrows Rosary
10:00 a.m. Women’s Bible Study
3:00 p.m. Divine Mercy Chaplet
Saturday, October 29
8:30 a.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
9:00 a.m. Mass
3:30 p.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass
Sunday, October 30
7:30 a.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
8:00 a.m. Mass
9:00 a.m. Hospitality Hour
9:45 a.m. Religious Ed & Confirmation
10:00 a.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
11:00 a.m. Mass
12:00 p.m. Hospitality Hour
St. Paul, Swinomish Reservation
5:00 p.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
6:00 p.m. Mass

The Lord hears the cry of the
poor. Ps 34

Pastoral Assistant for
Youth Ministry, Part-Time
St. Mary Parish in Anacortes is
seeking a Pastoral Assistant for
Youth Ministry to fill a part-time
position. Position is responsible for
developing programs and activities for junior and senior high
youth and young adults (ages 1835) that foster spiritual formation,
including religious education,
youth-oriented liturgies, community service and outreach opportunities, retreats, and evangelization. Email:
saintmaryanacortes@gmail.org to
request a job description and
application.

Ministry Updates
The St. Joseph Prayer Ministry
team is now meeting in the
church cry room after 11:00 a.m.
Mass on the third Sunday of every month except for December.
The team invites anyone who is in
need of prayer for any reason to
come in and allow them to pray
with you.
Also, all are invited to join our
group of Rosary Makers on the
second Sunday of each month in
the FAC Conference Room after
11:00 a.m. Mass.

ME25 Responses Still Needed
World Mission Sunday
Mercy Changes the World
This weekend, October 22-23, is
World Mission Sunday. We are
called to be missionary disciples
especially to those most in need
of the Good News of Jesus Christ.
Donations are distributed to:
Propagation of the Faith, Catholic Near East Welfare Association,
Church in Latin America, Church
in Central and Eastern Europe
and Pastoral Solidarity Fund for
the Church in Africa. Please bring
your envelopes for that collection
and place them in the collection
basket or mail to the Parish Office. We will have extra envelopes on a table in the narthex.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
“The one who serves God willingly
is heard; his petition reaches the
heavens.” Let us serve God willingly by strengthening, renewing
and rekindling our marriages by
participating in a Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend at the
Sheraton Hotel, Bellevue on November 11 - 13, 2016. Apply at
www.wwwme.org. More information at 206-772-2344.

St. Mary Parish needs your ME25
Member Engagement Survey!
The information gathered by Gallup will assist the Pastoral Council
as they work on the 5-year plan
for St. Mary Parish. In order to get
the most accurate look at the
needs of our parishioners, we
need your response. Your opinion matters! All survey responses
are anonymous. A link to online
surveys can be found on our
website
homepage
at
www.stmaryanacortes.org and in
5 minutes or less, you will be finished!! We’ve included a copy
of the survey in this bulletin. Return your completed copy to the
box labeled ME25 Surveys located
in the narthex.

We Need You
St. Mary Parish is in great need of
Eucharistic Ministers and Ushers/
Greeters for all Masses. This is an
excellent way to serve the Lord
and your fellow parishioners. If
you are interested in serving,
please contact the Parish Office
at (360) 293-2101.

Faith Formation
Religious Education and
Confirmation
Classes Begin
St. Mary’s Religious Education and
Confirmation classes begin this
Sunday, October 23. at 9:45 a.m.
Parents, feel free to stop by the
Parish Hall when classes begin,
grab a cup of coffee and visit
with other parishioners, or come
by early—coffee hour hospitality
begins at 9:15 a.m. Classes will
dismiss at 10:45 a.m. allowing time
for families to attend Mass.

Youth Group News
Our first Youth Group for middle
and high school students will be
Tuesday Evening, October 25, after the 6:00 p.m. Mass, in the FAC.
Following the Youth Group social,
there will be a Healing Service
with Eucharistic Adoration and
the Sacraments of Healing
(Anointing and Confession) in the
church that all are invited to: all
ages, Catholic or not.

November is
Remembrance Month
On All Saints Day, All Souls Day
and throughout the month of November we commemorate the
faithful departed. A table will be
set up in the church for you to
place a framed photo of departed loved ones. Please place a
label on the back of the photo
with your contact information.

A book will be set up for you to
add the names of your deceased
loved ones and we will pray for
them throughout the month.
A Novena for the Faithful Departed will begin November 1.
A page for you to note those you
would like included in prayer is in
the bulletin and extra copies are
on the table in the narthex.
Please place your page in the
Remembrance book.

40 Days for Life involves standing,
kneeling, or sitting outside the Mt.
Vernon Planned Parenthood building (on the sidewalk) and praying
from 7am-7pm (if not longer) for 40
days. There is no yelling, debating,
or engagement with others…it is a
time of prayer. This is something
way bigger than any of us, and
asking the Holy Spirit and an army
of angels to be present in that
space is a huge need. To sign up,
visit:
https://40daysforlife.com/
local-campaigns/mount-vernon/
Abortion is the leading cause of
death in the world, ending more
lives than cardiovascular disease,
cancer, AIDS, war, hunger, or any
other cause.

But we can change that.

Sacramental Information
Call St. Mary Office at 360-293-2101 for more information
Infant Baptism
Call the Parish Office to schedule a preparation class and baptism. Those wishing to have their baby
baptized must be practicing Catholics.
Adult or Child Baptism, Confirmation,
or Adults Considering Becoming Catholic
Call the Faith Formation Office to learn more about the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA), or Rite of
Christian Initiation for Children (RCIC).
Weddings
Weddings require a 6-month notice and preparation.
Sacrament of the Sick (Anointing)
Please let us know if someone is seriously ill.

Word From Fr. Straz
Dear Parishioners,

Word for Last Sunday

The Readings last Sunday had to do with battle, perseverance and pleading God for an answer. This is the
backdrop for our reflection on how to be a faithful Catholic and faithful citizen. Most of what I shared has been or
will be in the bulletin articles this month: different Bishops of our nation using their magisterial charism to help us
form our consciences before we vote. Please also be sure to see the US Bishops’ Conference Official Guide on
“Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship” that is in the narthex or on the USCCB website. The Bishops are
reminding us that there should be no rupture in how we read our last three Popes: St. John Paul II, Benedict XVI and
Pope Francis all have taught clearly against “ideological colonization”: the globalization of materialism and the
“Culture of Death.”
The only other consideration is the principle of voting for a lesser of two evils. (Please see additional bulletin
insert on this subject from the NCR). After all, Jesus prayed NOT that we would win, but that we would be “consecrated
in the truth” & “One, that the world may believe that you [Father] have sent me” (cf. John 17: 19, 21).
The Funeral for Maddy Meyers helped put much of this in perspective: while some are losing sleep over the
election, these parents, who have experienced so much loss, are finding peace in the Word of God:
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities,
nor present things, nor future things, nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor any other creature will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 8:38)
And then there’s the wisdom of St. Teresa of Avila (Feast: Oct 15th): Nada Te Turbe:
Let nothing disturb you; Let nothing frighten you.
All things are passing. God never changes.
Patient endurance reaches all things.
One who has God is lacking in nothing. God alone suffices.
More Staff Changes:

As I announced a few weeks ago, we are happy to welcome this week Mr. Ben Maes, our new Full-Time Pastoral
Assistant for Liturgy, who will also be coordinating RCIA and Adult Ed. And after a few months of discernment I’ve
decided to offer Toni Noaker our PA for Faith Formation Position, focusing on Children and Teens (with Confirmation);
she has graciously accepted and will continue working Part-Time. Now that these two staff are in place, we will now
again post a Part-Time Youth Minister position. Toni and Ben will coordinate filling any gaps between Teens and
Marriage prep in the meantime. Thank you for your continued prayers for our ongoing Parish Office Renewal!
40 Days for Life Continues!
Tuesday Oct 18th was St. Mary’s turn to give witness to the Gospel of Life. I had a blessed and peaceful experience of
praying with many parishioners and believers in other churches for the Gospel of Life. THANK YOU! While Oct 18th was
our special parish day to participate, I hope you will consider praying outside Planned Parenthood on behalf of our
parish every Tuesday of the 40 Days for Life Campaign. All you do is PRAY! No protesting. I hope you can join us.
For more info please visit: https://40daysforlife.com & http://studentsforlife.org/plannedparenthood/

Youth Group Starts Oct 25th @7PM in FAC. Healing Service 8PM.
As I shared with you, the funeral for Maddy Meyers was a very moving experience for myself and all in attendance.
Many of our Catholic teens were friends of Maddy. Our first Youth Group will be Tuesday Evening, Oct 25th, after the
6PM Mass, in the FAC. We’ll have some time to share some food and fellowship. We will have a discussion about
matters of life and death, heaven and hell, truth and compassion. After that we will go to the Church around 8PM for a
Healing Service with Eucharistic Adoration and the Sacraments of Healing (Anointing and Confession). We will be
joined there by our parish family and others who are seeking healing (I especially want to invite those who’ve gone
through the trauma of the recent violence in our county). St. Joseph Prayer Ministers will be available to pray with us
individually if desired. All are welcome: Catholic or not.
(Adorers, please note that Adoration will be in the Church from about 6:30PM till around 9 or 10PM).

- Fr. Straz

Reflections for This Week

Civil Dialogue
_____________________________________________________________________________________

In Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, the
Catholic bishops of the United States urge all people to
practice civility, charity and justice in public life (no. 60).
In the following essay, Cardinal Donald Wuerl, Archbishop of Washington, reflects on how Catholics can carry out
this call to civil dialogue.

Civil Discourse:
Speaking Truth in Love

_____________________________________________________________________________________

By Cardinal Donald Wuerl
The preacher's pulpit, the politician's podium and the
print and electronic media all bear some responsibility to
encourage a far more civil, responsible and respectful
approach to national debate and the discussion of issues in
our country today.
A wise and ancient Catholic maxim has always insisted
that we are to "hate the sin and love the sinner." At the
heart of this time-honored wisdom is the simple recognition that some things are wrong and yet we still distinguish between what is done and who does it. Increasingly, there is a tendency to disparage the name and reputation, the character and life, of a person because he or she
holds a different position. The identifying of some people
as "bigots" and "hate mongers" simply because they hold a
position contrary to another's has unfortunately become all
too commonplace today. Locally, we have witnessed rhetorical hyperbole that, I believe, long since crossed the
line between reasoned discourse and irresponsible demagoguery. It should not be acceptable to denounce someone
who favors immigration reform that includes the process
to citizenship as a "traitor" and "unpatriotic." The representatives in federal and state government who voted
against the District of Columbia Opportunity Scholarship

Program or against tax credits for Catholic schools educating minority children should not be labeled in the media
as "antiCatholic bigots" or "racists" since the majority of
the children are African American. People and organizations should not be denounced disparagingly as
"homophobic" simply because they support the traditional,
worldwide, time-honored definition of marriage. The defaming words speak more about political posturing than
about reasoned discourse.
Why is it so important that we respect both our constitutional right to free speech and our moral obligation that
we not bear false witness against another? A profoundly
basic reason is that we do not live alone. While each of us
can claim a unique identity, we are, nonetheless, called to
live out our lives in relationship with others -- in some
form of community. All human community is rooted in
this deep stirring of God's created plan within us that
brings us into ever-widening circles of relationship: first
with our parents, then our family, the Church and a variety
of community experiences, educational, economic, cultural, social and, of course, political. We are by nature social
and tend to come together so that in the various communities of which we are a part, we can experience full human
development. All of this is part of God's plan initiated in
creation and reflected in the natural law that calls us to
live in community. What does this have to do with toning
down our rhetoric? Everything! No community, human or
divine, political or religious, can exist without trust. At the
very core of all human relations is the confidence that
members speak the truth to each other. It is for this reason
that God explicitly protected the bonds of community by
prohibiting falsehood as a grave attack on the human spirit. "You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor" (Ex 20:16). To tamper with the truth or, worse yet, to
pervert it, is to undermine the foundations of human community and to begin to cut the threads that weave us into a
coherent human family.

The call to truthfulness is far from being a denial of freedom of speech. Rather, it is a God-given obligation to respect the very function of human speech. We are not free
to say whatever we want about another, but only what is
true. To the extent that freedom is improperly used to sever the bonds of trust that bind us together as a people, to
that extent it is irresponsible. The commandment that
obliges us to avoid false witness also calls us to tell the
truth. We, therefore, have an obligation to ascertain that
what we say or hear or read is really the truth.
Someone once described a "gossip" as a person who will
never tell a lie if a half-truth will do as much harm. When
we listen to news accounts or read what is presented in the
print and electronic media, we are too often reminded that
spin, selecting only some of the facts, highlighting only
parts of the picture, has replaced too often an effort to present the facts -- the full story. We all know the tragic results of gossip against which there is little or no defense.
In an age of blogs, even the wildest accusations can quickly become "fact." Gossip is like an insidious infection that
spreads sickness throughout the body. These untruths go
unchallenged because the persons who are the object of
the discussion are usually not present to defend themselves, their views or actions.
Irresponsible blogs, electronic and print media stories, and
pulpit and podium people-bashing rhetoric can be likened
to many forms of anonymous violence. Spin and extremist
language should not be embraced as the best this country
is capable of achieving. Selecting only some facts, choosing inflammatory words, spinning the story, are activities
that seem much more directed to achieving someone's political purpose rather than reporting events. One side is
described as "inquiring minds that want to know" and the
other side as "lashing out in response."
We need to look at how we engage in discourse and how
we live out our commitment to be a people of profound
respect for the truth and our right to express our thoughts,
opinions, positions -- always in love. We who follow
Christ must not only speak the truth but must do so in

love (Eph 4:15). It is not enough that we know or believe
something to be true. We must express that truth in charity
with respect for others so that the bonds between us can be
strengthened in building up the body of Christ. Freedom of
speech and respect for others, freedom of expression and
regard for the truth, should always be woven together.
This should be true of everyone, whether they speak from
a pulpit, a political platform, or through the electronic and
print media and other means of social communications.

Ground Rules for Civil
Dialogue
____________________________________________________________________________________

We are all called to engage in civil dialogue. Here are
some possible ground rules for civil dialogue:
1. Make sure everyone has an opportunity to
speak.
2. Share your personal experience, not
someone else’s.
3. Listen carefully and respectfully. Speak
carefully and respectfully. Do not play the
role of know-it-all, convincer or corrector.
Remember that a dialogue is not a debate.
4. Don’t interrupt unless for clarification or
time keeping.
5. Accept that no group or viewpoint has a
complete monopoly on the truth.
6. “Be more ready to give a favorable
interpretation to another’s statement than
condemn it” (Catechism of the Catholic
Church 2478, quoting St. Ignatius of Loyola).
7. Be cautious about assigning motives to
another person.

To download this and other helpful resources, visit ww.faithfulcitizenship.org!
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A Catholic Bishop Teaches . . .

Catholics in the Public Square
Revised 4th Edition
The Most Rev. Thomas J. Olmsted
Bishop of the Diocese of Phoenix

14) Can Catholics honestly disagree in matters of politics,
social or cultural issues?
In 2002, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith issued a document entitled Doctrinal Note on Some
Questions Regarding Participation of Catholics in Political Life that addresses the existence of political matters
in which Catholics may disagree. There are, indeed, many issues upon which Catholics may legitimately differ
such as the best methods to achieve welfare reform or to address illegal immigration.
Conversely, however, there are other issues that are intrinsically evil(1) and can never legitimately be
supported. For example, Catholics may never legitimately promote or vote for any law that attacks innocent
human life.
(1 ) Traditionally, the Church has referred to such moral acts as “intrinsically evil.” Such acts can never result in
good, no matter the circumstances.

15) What does it mean that Catholics should follow their conscience when making a
moral decision?
Before following our conscience, we must form it in accord with the voice of God. Our conscience is not the
origin of truth. Truth lies outside us; it exists independent of us and must be discovered through constant effort
of mind and heart. This is no easy task for us who suffer the effects of original sin and must contend with the
constant temptations of the devil. Conscience receives the truth revealed by God and discerns how to apply that
truth to concrete circumstances.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches, “Conscience must be informed and moral judgment enlightened.
A well-informed conscience is upright and truthful. It formulates its judgments according to reason, in
conformity with the true good willed by the wisdom of the Creator. The education of conscience is
indispensable for human beings who are subjected to negative influences and tempted by sin to prefer their own
judgment and to reject authoritative teachings” (1783).
As we see, to form one’s own conscience well and to follow it with integrity is no small task. For a person’s
conscience cannot invent what is true and good. It must search it out beyond itself. When acting correctly, we
discover the truth through the grace of the Holy Spirit and the help of God’s word handed down to us in the
Church. Then, when we submit our conscience to this objective truth, we act uprightly and grow to maturity in
Christ.
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16) Is it mandatory for Catholics to follow what the Pope or bishops say on political
issues?
Because they are the leaders of the Church, it is always important to respect statements from the Church’s
hierarchy. It is the role of the Pope and the bishops to teach clearly on matters of faith and morals, including
those touching on political issues.
There are some matters, however, on which Catholics may disagree with the Church’s hierarchy. In some cases,
for example, a Catholic may agree with the teaching of the Church, but come to a different prudential judgment
about its application.
Examples of these issues might include an instance where someone agrees with the Church’s teaching on “just
war” or “capital punishment,” but reaches a different conclusion as to whether the facts of the situation
constitute a “just war” or the “rare” circumstances where capital punishment may be used under Church
teaching.
It should be emphasized, however, that despite these examples, there are other issues, such as abortion or
euthanasia, that are always wrong and do not allow for the correct use of prudential judgment to justify them. It
would never be proper for Catholics to be on the opposite side of these issues.

17) Are all political and social issues equal when it comes to choosing a political
candidate?
Absolutely not! The Catholic Church is actively engaged in a wide variety of important public policy issues
including immigration, education, affordable housing, health, and welfare, to name just a few. On each of these
issues we should do our best to be informed and to support those proposed solutions that seem most likely to be
effective. However, when it comes to direct attacks on innocent human life, being right on all the other issues
can never justify a wrong choice on this most serious matter.
As Pope John Paul II has written, “Above all, the common outcry, which is justly made on behalf of human
rights—for example, the right to health, to home, to work, to family, to culture—is false and illusory if the right
to life, the most basic and fundamental right and the condition for all other personal rights, is not defended with
the maximum determination” (Christifideles Laici, 38).

18) Are there any “non-negotiable” issues for Catholics involved in politics?
There are several issues that are “not negotiable” for Catholics in political life, because they involve matters that
are always wrong given their nature. In an address to European politicians on March 30, 2006, Pope Benedict
XVI stated: “As far as the Catholic Church is concerned, the principal focus of her interventions in the public
arena is the protection and promotion of the dignity of the person, and she is thereby consciously drawing
particular attention to principles which are not negotiable. Among these the following emerge clearly today:





Protection of life in all its stages, from the first moment of conception until natural death;
Recognition and promotion of the natural structure of the family—as a union between a man and a
woman based on marriage—and its defense from attempts to make it juridically equivalent to radically
different forms of union which in reality harm it and contribute to its destabilization, obscuring its
particular character and its irreplaceable social role;
The protection of the rights of parents to educate their children.”
2

The issues mentioned by Pope Benedict are all “non-negotiable” and are some of the most contemporary issues
in the political arena. I should note, however, that other issues, while not necessarily “non-negotiable,” are
tremendously important and deserve prayerful consideration, such as questions of war and capital punishment,
poverty issues, how to best care for our environment, and matters relating to illegal immigration.

31) How would you define a “candidate who is a faithful Catholic?”
There are a large number of candidates or politicians in our country that label themselves as Catholic.
Regrettably, however, some of these are an embarrassment to the Church and a scandal to others by virtue of
their support of issues that, given their nature, can never be morally justified.
A candidate who is authentically Catholic is one who always defends the dignity of every human person and
who puts the welfare of the common good over various partisan or self interests. His personal and public life is
shaped by faith in Christ and His teachings. Such a candidate can be from any political party, but will never
support matters that are “non-negotiable” such as abortion, euthanasia, embryonic stem cell research, human
cloning, or “same-sex marriage.”

32) What is the Church’s position on immigration?
The immigration issues facing our country today are extraordinarily complex and do not lend themselves to
easy answers and simple solutions. Nonetheless, there are certain principles of Catholic Teaching that are
relevant in addressing these matters.
The Church clearly recognizes the right of the state to control its borders. At the same time, as Pope John Paul
II stated, “the Church in America must be a vigilant advocate, defending against any unjust restriction of the
natural right of individual persons to move freely within their own nation and from one nation to another.
Attention must be called to the rights of migrants and their families and to respect for their human dignity, even
in cases of non-legal immigration” (Ecclesia in America, 65).
As our country works to address these complex issues, progress will only be possible when pursued through
candid and courteous dialogue and respect for the human dignity of all. We do well to remember Pope
Benedict’s words to the U.S. Bishops (April 16, 2008), “I want to encourage you and your communities to
continue to welcome the immigrants who join your ranks today, to share their joys and hopes, to
support them in their sorrows and trials, and to help them flourish in their new home. This, indeed, is what your
fellow countrymen have done for generations. From the beginning, they have opened their doors to the tired, the
poor, the ‘huddled masses yearning to breathe free’ (cf. Sonnet inscribed on the Statue of Liberty). These are
the people whom America has made her own.”
In a September 2015 address to immigrants in Philadelphia, Pope Francis also noted that immigrants have
responsibilities when he remarked, “You are called to be responsible citizens and to contribute as did those who
came before, with so much effort; to contribute fruitfully to the life of the communities in which you live. I
think in particular of the vibrant faith which so many of you possess, the deep sense of family life and all these
other values which you have inherited. By contributing your gifts, you will not only find your place here, you
will help to renew society from within.”

33) What line should an elected official draw between his faith and his political
commitments?
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Elected officials should bring their faith to bear on all of their activities, including public affairs. In living out
their faith, they should have a proper respect for the civil liberties of all people, including those of other faiths,
or with no faith at all.
It should be pointed out, however, that sometimes Catholic politicians mistakenly claim that they need to
abandon their faith out of an obligation to respect those of differing opinions or to honor a political commitment
inherent with their office. These claims are perhaps most frequently made when Catholic politicians claim to be
personally opposed to the killing of innocent unborn children.
Incredibly, it is somehow claimed by such people that it would be inappropriate to support legislation protecting
human life because doing so would impose their faith on others or somehow violate their oath of office. These
claims are ludicrous. Protecting human life is not only a religious imperative, it is a human imperative, and it is
an imperative for all people.
People of faith have every right to bring their beliefs into the public square just like anyone else. In fact,
Catholic elected officials should always live out their faith while promoting the welfare of all, including the
protection of innocent human life.

34) How serious are the current threats to religious freedom in the United States?
The United States was founded on the principle of religious freedom and therefore it is of pivotal importance for
all Americans. Religious liberty is particularly important for Catholics who are called, especially at this time in
history, to unite with those of other faiths and people of good will to protect this fundamental freedom.
There are a number of extremely serious threats to religious freedom happening now in the United States and
around the world. In our country, one of these threats has come in the form of government efforts to coerce
those with religious objections to pay for or to provide health care coverage that includes intrinsic evils such as
abortifacients and contraceptives. Another severe threat includes government coercion against those who do not
want to participate in so-called “same-sex wedding ceremonies” because of deeply held religious beliefs that
marriage, by its very nature, exclusively involves one man and one woman.
Pope Benedict addressed these concerns in an address to U.S. bishops on January 19, 2012 in which he stated:
“In light of these considerations, it is imperative that the entire Catholic community in the United States come
to realize the grave threats to the Church’s public moral witness presented by a radical secularism which finds
increasing expression in the political and cultural spheres. The seriousness of these threats needs to be clearly
appreciated at every level of ecclesial life. Of particular concern are certain attempts being made to limit that
most cherished of American freedoms, the freedom of religion.”
The pope went on in this address to observe what can be considered “a worrying tendency to reduce religious
freedom to mere freedom of worship without guarantees of respect for freedom of conscience.”
Regrettably, these threats continue to remain very real. As Pope Francis noted in an address at the White House
on September 23, 2015, “With countless other people of good will, American Catholics are likewise concerned
that efforts to build a just and wisely ordered society respect their deepest concerns and their right to religious
liberty. That freedom remains one of America’s most precious possessions. And, as my brothers, the United
States bishops, have reminded us, all are called to be vigilant, precisely as good citizens, to preserve and defend
that freedom from everything that would threaten or compromise it.”
http://dphx.org/catholics-in-the-public-square/#fifteen
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Is There a Lesser of Two Evils?
BY COLIN DONOVAN Posted 11/2/12 at 10:10 AM

A persistent question arises every election cycle among Catholics: Is it ever justified to vote for the
lesser of two evils, that is, for a candidate who does not hold the Church’s teaching on abortion, but
whose position is less extreme than another candidate’s?
Catholics who desire to remain faithful to Church teaching, and thus to God, naturally do not want to
vote for anyone who favors abortion in any circumstance or who holds other positions not in
agreement with the Church on what Pope Benedict XVI has called the non-negotiable issues — human
life, marriage and family, religious liberty.
The controversial, but authentic, answer is: Yes, you may so vote.
Understandably, this needs explanation.
Confusion first arises from the common name used for the moral principle at play: the lesser of two
evils. This often-used name suggests something true: that in voting for the candidate with the less
extreme position there is clearly the appearance of voting for the evil that he or she would allow.
This correctly captures what is the first, most immediate and correct conclusion of the conscience of
the Catholic voter: I may not vote to support an intrinsic evil in any measure.
Complex Moral Act
The lesser-of-two-evils name does not, however, accurately reflect what the voter does in making such
a voting choice. We can see this by looking at Catholic teaching about the elements of every morally
good act (Catechism 1750-1761): the object (what is done), the intention (why it is done) and the
circumstances (the when, where, how it is done).
The first of these is the object of the will: To what is the will directed in the choice being made? This
object must always be good or the act is immoral at its root. What would be the object in voting for an
imperfect candidate? It would be to limit the evil that a more extreme candidate would do.
St. Thomas Aquinas enunciated this principle in the Summa Theologiae, where he noted that the object
of the will’s choice is the possible good, not the impossible good (ST I-II q13, a5). Applying this
principle, Blessed Pope John Paul II taught in Evangelium Vitae (73) that it is legitimate for a legislator
to vote for a more restrictive law regarding abortion over a less restrictive law. He wrote: "This does
not in fact represent an illicit cooperation with an unjust law, but rather a legitimate and proper
attempt to limit its evil aspects, in order to prevent worse legislation from being adopted."
This was not a new teaching by John Paul or applicable solely to legislators, but the application of longstanding principles of moral theology.
Concerning democratic voting, the Jesuit moralist Father Henry Davis wrote in the 1930s, "It is sinful to
vote for the enemies of religion or liberty, except to exclude a worse candidate, or unless compelled by
fear of great personal harm, relatively greater than the public harm at stake."
This brings us to the second and third elements, the intention and the circumstances.

If the object of the act is to limit the evil that would occur if the worse candidate, or legislation,
succeeded, then the intention must be predominately directed to that object. It should not be
primarily to lesser purposes, such as keeping a party in power, aiding this group or that or to some
personal advantage derived from policy choices. When so much attention is focused on the economy,
as important as it is, authentic concern for the common good begins with defending the nonnegotiable values upon which a morally, politically and economically healthy society depends.
Circumstances Matter
Finally, the circumstances can also determine whether we can choose the lesser evil.
Father Davis affirmed this in noting that such a vote is justified, made morally possible, by the need to
exclude a worse candidate — one whom he places among the "enemies of religion and liberty." Other
theologians of the period speak of "enemies of morality."
Together, these categories are reminiscent of Pope Benedict XVI’s non-negotiables (human life,
marriage and family, religious liberty).
This is likewise consistent with Blessed John Paul’s analysis of the legislator’s predicament.
Circumstances can create a compelling reason to vote for the imperfect candidate, the so-called lesser
of two evils.
In doing so, the Pope tells us, our "absolute personal opposition" to the evil the candidate does
embrace must be known. In this way, our true motive is seen and the scandal of appearing to vote for
evil is undermined.
It is therefore quite clear from the moral theology tradition and specific magisterial teaching that a
Catholic may vote for a candidate who does not wholly embrace Catholic teaching on the nonnegotiable issues.
This can be done:
in order to limit the evil that would result if a worse candidate on these issues were elected;
provided that this is predominately the intention of voting (other good but lesser motives may also be
present); and
that the other candidate is indeed worse, and any scandal caused by the appearance of voting for evil
is corrected, such as by explaining Catholic teaching and one’s full adherence to it.
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