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They handed him the Roman coin.
He said to them,
"Whose image is this and whose inscription?"
They replied, "Caesar's."
At that he said to them,
"Then repay to Caesar
what belongs to Caesar
and to God what belongs to God."
MT 22:15-21

October 22, 2017
Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Liturgy Schedule—Saint Mary Parish
Celebration of the Eucharist
Weekend
Saturday Vigil Mass …………..………. 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass …………….. 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.
Weekday
Tuesday………………………………......6:00 p.m.
Wednesday—Saturday……………..…9:00 a.m.
First Friday
Mass …………...……..………………..… 9:00 a.m.
First Saturday
Sacrament of Reconciliation….……...9:00 a.m.
Benediction and Mass ……………… 10:00 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Half hour before Daily Mass
in addition to the following:
Saturday ….…………………. 3:30 p.m.—4:30 p.m.
Sunday…………………...….. 7:30 a.m.; 10:00 a.m.

Liturgy Schedule—Saint Paul Parish
September 2017 through May 2018
Celebration of the Eucharist
Sunday Mass ………………….….……… 6:00 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Sunday …………………………….……... 5:00 p.m.

Parish Directory
St. Mary Parish Office:
360-293-2101; FAX: 350-293-8556
4001 Saint Mary’s Drive
Anacortes, WA 98221
www. stmaryanacortes.org

Parish Office Hours: Monday through Friday
Monday through Friday:
10:00 a.m.—Noon,1:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m.

Parish Pastoral Team
Rev. Mel Strazicich, Pastor
Ext. 101
Ruth Miller, Parish Administrator
Ext. 102
ruth.miller@stmaryanacortes.org
Dominic Blanchard, PA for Faith Formation, Ext. 104
fform@stmaryanacortes.org
Ben Maes, PA for Liturgy
Ext. 106
liturgy@stmaryanacortes.org
Facilities Supervisor (position vacant)
facilities@stmaryanacortes.org
Brandee Theriot, Administrative Assistant
Ext. 103
adminast@stmaryanacortes.org
Deacon Cary Parnell
509-860-5826
deaconcary@stmaryanacortes.org

Parish Councils
Pastoral Council:
Cecilia Weldon, Co-Chair, altair27@comcast.net
Maggie Thompson, Co-Chair, maggiet30@comcast.net
Finance Council:
George Kushner, Chair, georgekush@icloud.com

St. Paul Parish Office 360-293-2101
17456 Pioneer Parkway
La Conner, WA 98257
Mail: c/o 4001 Saint Marys Dr.
Anacortes, WA 98221

Parish Office Hours
Contact Ruth Miller at 360-293-2101 x102
ruth.miller@stmaryanacortes.org

Parish Pastoral Team
Rev. Mel Strazicich, Pastor
Ruth Miller, Parish Administrator

This week at St. Mary and St. Paul
Sunday, October 22
7:30 a.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
8:00 a.m. Mass
9:00 a.m. Hospitality Hour
9:15 a.m. Children’s Choir
9:45 a.m. Religious Education Classes
10:00 a.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
11:00 a.m. Mass
St. Paul, Swinomish Reservation
5:00 p.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
6:00 p.m. Mass
Monday, October 23
No Mass
7:00 p.m. Joy of the Lord
Tuesday, October 24
5:30 p.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
6:00 p.m. Mass
6:45 p.m. Seven Sorrows Rosary
Wednesday, October 25
11:00 a.m. Funeral Mass
6:00 p.m. Alpha Youth
6:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, October 26
8:30 a.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
9:00 a.m. Mass
6:00 p.m. RCIA
Friday, October 27
10:30 a.m. Funeral Rosary
11:00 a.m. Funeral Mass
2:45 p.m. Seven Sorrows Rosary
3:00 p.m. Divine Mercy Chaplet
Saturday, October 28
8:30 a.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
9:00 a.m. Mass
3:30 p.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
5:00 p.m. Mass
6:00 p.m. Parish Spaghetti Dinner by K of C
Sunday, October 29
7:30 a.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
8:00 a.m. Mass
9:00 a.m. Hospitality Hour
9:15 a.m. Children’s Choir
9:45 a.m. Religious Education Classes
10:00 a.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
11:00 a.m. Mass
St. Paul, Swinomish Reservation
5:00 p.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation
6:00 p.m. Mass

Immaculate Conception Regional School
(360)428-3912
Gwen Rodrigues, Principal
1321 E Division St.
Mount Vernon, WA 98274

Mass Intentions
October 24: Howard Barton +
October 26: Nick Petrish +
October 28: Karen Aikens +

Parish News and Events
Praying for our Military

Novena for All Souls

World Mission Sunday

CDR Roger Leech, USN
L.CPL. Jobil Anne Robinson, USMC
Thomas Mullinaux, USAF
Lt. J.G. Scott Cadmus, USN
ATCS (AW) Justin Lartigue, USN
MM CPO Jon Walsh, USN
Johnny C. McDonald, USN
1st Lt. Britta Vivaldo, USMC
Lt. Kimberly Dillon, USN
Major Alain Martinez, USAF
Sgt Patrick Riebel, US Army
LCDR Andrew Gibbons, USN

Cards for our All Souls Novena
will soon be available in the
Narthex. Please use these cards
for any deceased loved ones
you wish to be included in the
novena which will begin on
November 2.

This weekend we celebrate World
Mission Sunday, the Society of the
Propagation of the Faith. It
represents a global sign of the
universal Church and Mission. We
are invited to reach out and help
build the Church in the most
remote areas across our world.
Your prayers and donations will
support churches, hospitals,
schools, and vocations to
priesthood and religious life.
Please show your generosity as
much as possible during this
collection, because it provides
assistance to the young dioceses
in Asia, Africa, Latin America, and
the Pacific Islands.

Perpetual Adoration

St. Peter Julian Eymard Chapel

AVAILABLE HOURS

Alliance of

SUNDAY:
the Two
No open hours
Hearts and
MONDAY:
No open hours
Communion
TUESDAY:
of Reparation
No open hours
is on the
WEDNESDAY:
3 am
First Friday of
THURSDAY:
every month,
No open hours
with 24-hour
FRIDAY :
Adoration
in
3 am
SATURDAY:
the Church.
2 pm
Contact Sally 360-293-3222

Stewardship of Treasure
Fiscal year 7/1/2017—6/30/2018

Pastoral Council Update
Remember those town hall
meetings you attended, Meet
and Greet dinners you hosted,
surveys
you
took
and
committees you served on?
The Pastoral Council has spent
the last year talking about them
and using the information to
plan ahead. Stay tuned for the
outcome of the work they’ve
been doing this year...it promises
to be exciting.

Parish Directories Have
Arrived!!
If you had your photo taken for
our directory, you are entitled to
a free copy. You can pick it up
in the Parish Office during
business hours; Monday - Friday,
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. and 1:00
p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Collection for October 14-15, 2017
Offertory
Online Giving
Total

$
$
$

5,240
1,135
6,375

Weekly Goal

$

9,200

Year To Date Actual
Year To Date Goal
Annual Goal

$ 142,375
$ 147,200
$ 478,000

Holy Day Offering

$

0

Give the Lord glory and honor.
Psalm 96

Save the Date
On the weekend of November
25 and 26, we will have Holy
Land olive wood carvings for
sale in the Narthex after all
Masses. Beautiful and unique
items such as nativities,
crucifixes, rosaries and statues
hand carved by families in
Bethlehem will be available, and
they make very special gifts.
Proceeds from your purchases
go directly to the families in the
Holy Land.

Please place your envelope in the
collection basket. If you’ve
forgotten your envelope you will
find one on the table in the
narthex.

St. Vincent de Paul
Food Bank Requests
Items especially needed at this
time include:
 Boxes of cereal
 Packages of spaghetti
 Pasta sauce (cans or jars)
 Cans of fruit
 Cans of chili, chicken, ravioli
Chef Boyardee, etc.
 Boxes of meat helpers, Rice a
Roni, etc.
 Boxes of mac and cheese
 Small - medium jars of peanut
butter
 Toilet paper
 Personal care items
(toothbrushes, toothpaste,
deodorant, razors, etc.)
 Paper towels, dish soap,
cleaning products, etc.)
Donations may always be left in
the basket outside the Food Bank
door in the Father Auer Center.
Thank you to everyone for your
generous and continued support!
Contact Lynne Webb, food bank
manager, for more information at
lynnejwebb@earthlink.net.

ve
?

Faith Formation and Liturgy
High School Youth Group

Take a Stand for Life

FORMED

Youth Group for grades 9-12 meets
Wednesday evenings at 6:00 p.m.
Please sign up to provide a meal at
https://mealtrain.com/9867o or by
calling Dominic at 360-293-2101.

From September 27 to November
5 our community will be taking
part in 40 Days for Life. We pray
that, with God’s help, this will
mark the beginning of the end of
abortion in our city--and beyond.
Visit 40daysforlife.com for more
information or to sign up for silent
prayer vigil hours outside of the
Mount
Vernon
Planned
Parenthood office.

Have you registered for your
FREE access to our parish
subscription to Formed from
the Augustine Institute yet?
Formed has a rich content of
programs, movies, audio,
and books to explore our
Catholic
Faith.
The
subscription is available at
no cost to you and can be
accessed 24/7 from any
device.
Register
at
Formed.org using our parish
code GH7GC8.

Religious Education and
Children’s Choir
Children’s Choir and Religious
Education classes are now meeting
on Sunday mornings. Join us for 9:00
a.m. Hospitality Hour in the Parish Hall
while Ben Maes leads children’s choir
rehearsal at 9:15 a.m. followed
immediately by class at 9:45.
Call the Faith Formation office for
more information or to register at
(360) 293-2101.

2017-2018 RCIA
Are you interested in learning more
about the Catholic faith or
becoming Catholic? The 2017-18
session of RCIA (The Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults) is now meeting
Thursdays at 6:00 p.m.
For more
information, call the Parish Office at
360-293-2101.

Choir Rehearsal
For All in Music Ministry
Please join Ben Maes, St. Mary’s
PA for Liturgy, on Wednesday
evenings at 6:00 p.m. in the
Church for choir rehearsal. This is
an ongoing weekly meeting for all
who are involved in music ministry
at any of the Masses at St. Mary
Parish. Those already involved
and anyone interested in
becoming a part of the choir are
encouraged to attend!

Vocation Live-In
November 3 - 5
On
the
weekend
of
November 3 - 5, there will be
a Vocation Live-In for boys
or young men interested in
the priesthood or the
consecrated life, at the
Seminary of Christ the King,
Mission, BC. For information
please call 604-826-8715.

Sacramental Information
Call St. Mary Office at 360-293-2101 for more information
Infant Baptism
Call the Parish Office to schedule a preparation class and baptism. Those wishing to have their baby
baptized must be practicing Catholics.
Adult or Child Baptism, Confirmation,
or Adults Considering Becoming Catholic
Call the Faith Formation Office to learn more about the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA), or Rite of
Christian Initiation for Children (RCIC).
Weddings
Weddings require a 6-month notice and preparation.
Sacrament of the Sick (Anointing)
Please let us know if someone is seriously ill.

From Father Straz
Dear Parishioners,
Word for Last Sunday: 28th Sunday in OT : The Wedding Banquet
Last week Our Lord gave us the parable of the vineyard of the Lord, an image for the House of Israel. The Lord
had taken great care to tend His vineyard and protect it from the wild beasts and wild seeds. However, someone from
within the vineyard had chosen to plant wild grapes among the domestic ones. So the Lord responded: “You want your
wild grapes, fine, have your wild grapes: let’s tear down the hedge and see what happens to the vineyard.”
The parable of the wedding banquet is a continuation of the same theme. The King has prepared a fine
sumptuous banquet, full of rich and tasty foods and fine china and tableware. The King even provides the wedding
garment, so that those invited will not have to worry about what to wear! He then invites the guests: but the guests
are too busy to dine with the king: they have other business to attend to: chores, work, family, email, social media, etc.
Do we truly appreciate all the Lord is doing for us in setting the wedding banquet for us each week? Do we
realize to what lengths the Lord has gone to feed us: with His Word, His Community, His Teaching, and even His very
Own Body and Blood? What is our response to the invitation? Are we too busy to take it all in? Do we need to check
our email first? Or our Instagram account? Maybe we feel that we can commune with God just fine on our boat or out
in nature, and what kind of God and Church would make such silly rules as to sit through such silly ceremonies as
church…. Besides you know what Father’s gonna say each week anyway!
All that might be true: you may very well commune with the Lord on your boat or in your work, but you aren’t
going to find the Body and Blood of Christ in Rosario, Juan de Fuca, or Georgia Straights. Where else are you going to
receive the Body and Blood of Christ? It’s not about rules, it’s about JESUS!! It’s about the taking part in the banquet of
the King of Heaven and Earth who comes to nourish us with His Very LIFE!!! The reason it’s wrong to miss Mass is
because you’ll starve – maybe even to spiritual death – if you don’t stay in touch with JESUS AT LEAST once every
week!!!
The lavishness and the real-ness of God is also clear in two important events from the Catholic Calendar this
week. Sunday was the feast of St. Teresa of Avila. She was so real she accused God of driving all His own friends away:
“Lord if this is how you treat your friends no wonder you have so few!” But she never stopped talking to the Lord and
He in turn never gave up on her!
Then on Oct 13th, we celebrated the 100th Anniversary of the Miracle of the Sun at Fatima, Portugal in 1917.
This was probably the single greatest mass-miracle ever to be experienced in recorded history. Nearly 70,000 people
were present that day in the pouring rain. See the eyewitness accounts on the separate page of the miracle of the Sun.
Let us not take for granted our Lavish Lord who so longs to be in relationship with us at His Table!
St. Paul – Kateri Rosary Campaign!
Pay attention to ongoing updates this year about the St. Paul – Kateri Conference Rosary Campaign. THANK
YOU to the 20 or so St. Mary parishioners who attended St. Paul’s last Sunday to learn from the Parish Elders their
dream to make Native Style Rosaries incorporating the Native American “medicine wheel” colors into the pattern of
the 5 Decade Rosary. Ten people signed up to be a part of the “Rosary Brigade.” We will be organizing another
gathering soon to begin in earnest the distribution of materials. If you’d like to be updated about this important
spiritual campaign, please leave your name, email and phone number with the Parish Office.
HS Youth Group Survey: Parents of High School age teens should have received a mailed survey last week about
when would be the best time of the week to hold Youth Group and Confirmation class: Please return the Youth
Group / Confirmation survey to the parish office or collection basket by Oct 22nd!!

St. Mary Priority Plan:
Please plan on attending one or both presentations of

The St. Mary Priority Plan 2018-2023
On: Sunday Nov 5th at 12:30PM or Tuesday Nov 7th at 7PM:
Both presentations will be in the Parish Hall in the Fr. Auer Center. This is truly exciting!
Thank you for all who participated in feedback over the years to make this research a reality!

- Fr. Straz

Reflections for This Week
On the Twenty-Ninth Sunday in
Ordinary Time we see Matthew's
gospel tell us of the Pharisee plot to
set a trap for Jesus. This time they
use politics to see if he will offend
either Rome or the people. Should
they pay Rome's census tax? Jesus
pushes the challenge back to
them: “Repay to Caesar what
belongs to Caesar and to God
what belongs to God.” What is it
they must repay to God that is
God's? Their trust in Jesus -- God's
gift to them.
This week we celebrate the Feast
of the Apostles, Saints Simon and
Jude.
We continue with the second of
four weeks of weekday readings
from Paul’s Letter to the Romans.
This is Paul’s longest letter and was
written from Greece as he
prepared to visit Rome.
Our gospels continue with Luke’s
Gospel and multiple stories of Jesus
exhorting us to be prepared, to
beware of greed and that our “life
does not consist of possessions.”
Jesus’ mission is to bring peace
and healing. We are to be
prepared for the times our Lord
comes to us. Much is expected of
us who have been entrusted with
so much. Jesus has come to set a
fire among us, which will probably
also place us at odds with others,
even others we love. Yet, Jesus
calls us to read the signs of our
times and to make peace with our
opponents if we can. We are
being fertilized to bear fruit.
From the “Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer,”
the Creighton University’s Online Ministries
website: http://www.creighton.edu/
Collaborative Ministry/online.html.
Used with permission.

Daily Prayer This Week
This is a terrific week to ask for the gift of freedom. Each day, when we
focus ourselves in the morning, and throughout each busy day, we
can keep asking God to help us, to give us what we need to become
freer. There’s freedom “from” and freedom “for.” We can ask to be
released from what has a hold on us. If we ask, we can trust that God
will give us the grace to understand the habits and desires that hold us
back from intimacy with God. We can ask to be more honest with
ourselves about them, and to grow in a desire to discover what we
would be like without them. We can pray to be free for whatever God
desires of us. If we express our desire to be placed at the service of
others and to be able to give our lives away more generously, we can
trust that God will let Jesus set our hearts on fire.

The Word helps us each week. Sometimes, one phrase or one story will
carry us for several days. Other weeks, we will have to look back at the
readings to hear a reminder, an encouragement, a call. I might stay
with the words, “give to God what is God’s.” On a given day it might
be a great grace to realize all is gift, including the members of my
family, the gifts I’ve been given to do my work, the graces offered me
this very day. If I hear the words of Jesus, “life does not consist in
possessions,” we might ask him to show me how this is meant for me
this week. Perhaps I will imagine myself as that tree that isn’t bearing
much fruit. Instead of cutting me down, our Lord is patient and willing
to nourish me and cultivate me, so that I can bear fruit.
All week, we speak with our Lord, friend to friend, expressing whatever
is in our hearts. No matter how busy we are, we will grow in gratitude
as see how much Jesus can do with our open hearts.

The Gift of our Bodies
When St. Paul urges not to “present parts of our bodies to sin,” what
part of the body comes to mind? We might first think of those parts
that lead to sexual sin, since Paul speaks of the body’s desires, and
sexual desires are among the strongest we experience. Perhaps for
this reason, most Christian churches have overstressed sexual sins as
the main focus of morality. Even hearing the term “sinful woman,” for
example, suggests sexual sins.
Yet this reading does not mention sex at all. And our bodies have
many different parts. If we have a clear moral sense, we know that we
can sin with almost any of them. Perhaps we do more evil with our
hands, with our eyes, and with our feet. Think of hitting another, spying
on someone, walking into places we should not go, and other ways
we can use these body parts inappropriately. And our brain, of
course, often drives us into sinful thoughts and actions.
But every part of our bodies can also be used for good. Our tongues
can encourage others and share our faith, our hands can offer
friendship and comfort, our eyes can contemplate the beauty of
God’s creation, our feet can take us to those in need to share with
them the Good News of God’s love.
We are given the gift of our bodies, and we are called to be good
stewards of this gift. That is the challenge Paul presents to us today.
Fr. Lawrence E. Mick
Fr. Lawrence E. Mick is a priest of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati and a writer and
consultant on the liturgy and sacraments.

Please Join Your St. Mary Parish Family
for the Knights of Columbus

and 50/50 Raffle
Saturday, October 28
6:00 p.m.
$10 each
or
$25 per family
(with kids 14 and under)

Proceeds Benefit Seminarian Support

Eye Witness Accounts of the Miracle of the Sun at Fatima – Oct 13th 1917
From the road, where the vehicles were parked and where hundreds of
people who had not dared to brave the mud were congregated, one could
see the immense multitude turn toward the sun, which appeared free from
clouds and in its zenith. It looked like a plaque of dull silver, and it was
possible to look at it without the least discomfort. It might have been an
eclipse which was taking place. But at that moment a great shout went up,
and one could hear the spectators nearest at hand shouting: "A miracle! A
miracle!"
Before the astonished eyes of the crowd, whose aspect was biblical as they
stood bareheaded, eagerly searching the sky, the sun trembled, made
sudden incredible movements outside all cosmic laws---the sun "danced"
according to the typical expression of the people.
Standing at the step of an omnibus was an old man. With his face turned to
the sun, he recited the Credo in a loud voice. I asked who he was and was
told Senhor Joao da Cunha Vasconcelos. I saw him afterwards going up to
those around him who still had their hats on, and vehemently imploring
them to uncover before such an extraordinary demonstration of the
existence of God.
Identical scenes were repeated elsewhere, and in one place a woman cried
out: "How terrible! There are even men who do not uncover before such a
stupendous miracle!"
People then began to ask each other what they had seen. The great majority admitted to having seen the trembling and
the dancing of the sun; others affirmed that they saw the face of the Blessed Virgin; others, again, swore that the sun
whirled on itself like a giant Catherine wheel and that it lowered itself to the earth as if to burn it in its rays. Some said
they saw it change colors successively....
-

O Seculo (a pro-government, anti-clerical, Lisbon paper)

We looked easily at the sun, which for some reason did not blind us. It seemed to flicker on and off, first one way, then
another. It cast its rays in many directions and painted everything in different colors--- the trees, the people, the air and
the ground. But what was most extraordinary, I thought, was that the sun did not hurt our eyes. Everything was still and
quiet, and everyone was looking up. Then at a certain moment, the sun appeared to stop spinning. It then began to
move and to dance in the sky until it seemed to detach itself from its place and fall upon us. It was a terrible moment.
-

Ti Marto (father of Jacinta and Francisco)

The sun turned everything to different colours---yellow, blue and white. Then it shook and trembled. It looked like a
wheel of fire that was going to fall on the people. They began to cry out, "We shall all be killed!" Others called to our
Lady to save them. They recited acts of contrition. One woman began to confess her sins aloud, advertising that she had
done this and that.... When at last the sun stopped leaping and moving, we all breathed our relief. We were still alive,
and the miracle which the children had foretold, had been seen by everyone.
-

Maria de Capelinha (one of the earliest believers)

I was looking at the place of the apparitions, in a serene, if cold, expectation of something happening, and with
diminishing curiosity, because a long time had passed without anything to excite my attention. Then I heard a shout
from thousands of voices and saw the multitude suddenly turn its back and shoulders away from the point toward which
up to now it had directed its attention, and turn to look at the sky on the opposite side.
It must have been nearly two o'clock by the legal time, and about midday by the sun. The sun, a few moments before,
had broken through the thick layer of clouds which hid it, and shone clearly and intensely. I veered to the magnet which
seemed to be drawing all eyes, and saw it as a disc with a clean-cut rim, luminous and shining, but which did not hurt the
eyes. I do not agree with the comparison which I have heard made in Fátima---that of a dull silver disc. It was a clearer,
richer, brighter color, having something of the luster of a pearl. It did not in the least resemble the moon on a clear night

because one saw it and felt it to be a living body. It was not spheric like the moon, nor did it have the same color, tone,
or shading. It looked like a glazed wheel made of mother-of-pearl. It could not be confused, either, with the sun seen
through fog (for there was no fog at the time), because it was not opaque, diffused or veiled. In Fátima it gave light and
heat and appeared clear-cut with a well-defined rim.
The sky was mottled with light cirrus clouds with the blue coming through here and there, but sometimes the sun stood
out in patches of clear sky. The clouds passed from west to east and did not obscure the light of the sun, giving the
impression of passing behind it, though sometimes these flecks of white took on tones of pink or diaphanous blue as
they passed before the sun.
It was a remarkable fact that one could fix one's eyes on this brazier of heat and light without any pain in the eyes or
blinding of the retina. The phenomenon, except for two interruptions when the sun seemed to send out rays of
refulgent heat which obliged us to look away, must have lasted about ten minutes.
The sun's disc did not remain immobile. This was not the sparkling of a, heavenly body, for it spun round on itself in a
mad whirl. Then, suddenly, one heard a clamor, a cry of anguish breaking from all the people. The sun, whirling wildly,
seemed to loosen itself from the firmament and advance threateningly upon the earth as if to crush us with its huge and
fiery weight. The sensation during those moments was terrible.
During the solar phenomenon, which I have just described in detail, there were changes of color in the atmosphere.
Looking at the sun, I noticed that everything around was becoming darkened. I looked first at the nearest objects and
then extended my glance further afield as far as the horizon. I saw everything an amethyst color. Objects around me, the
sky and the atmosphere, were of the same color. An oak tree nearby threw a shadow of this color on the ground.
Fearing that I was suffering from an affection of the retina, an improbable explanation because in that case one could
not see things purple-colored, I turned away and shut my eyes, keeping my hands before them to intercept the light.
With my back still turned, I opened my eyes and saw that the landscape was the same purple color as before.
The impression was not that of an eclipse, and while looking at the sun I noticed that the atmosphere had cleared. Soon
after I heard a peasant who was near me shout out in tones of astonishment: "Look, that lady is all yellow!"
And in fact everything, both near and far, had changed, taking on the color of old yellow damask. People looked as if
they were suffering from jaundice, and I recall a sensation of amusement at seeing them look so ugly and unattractive.
My own hand was the same color. All the phenomena which I have described were observed by me in a calm and serene
state of mind, and without any emotional disturbance. It is for others to interpret and explain them.
-

Dr. Almeida Garrett, PhD (Coimbra University)

I was only nine years old at this time, and I went to the local village school. At about midday we were surprised by the
shouts and cries of some men and women who were passing in the street in front of the school. The teacher, a good,
pious woman, though nervous and impressionable, was the first to run into the road, with the children after her.
Outside, the people were shouting and weeping and pointing to the sun, ignoring the agitated questions of the
schoolmistress. It was the great Miracle, which one could see quite distinctly from the top of the hill where my village
was situated---the Miracle of the sun, accompanied by all its extraordinary phenomena.
I feel incapable of describing what I saw and felt. I looked fixedly at the sun, which seemed pale and did not hurt the
eyes. Looking like a ball of snow revolving on itself, it suddenly seemed to come down in a zigzag, menacing the earth.
Terrified, I ran and hid myself among the people, who were weeping and expecting the end of the world at any moment.
Near us was an unbeliever who had spent the morning mocking at the simpletons who had gone off to Fátima just to see
an ordinary girl. He now seemed to be paralyzed, his eyes fixed on the sun. Afterwards he trembled from head to foot
and lifting up his arms fell on his knees in the mud, crying out to our Lady.
Meanwhile the people continued to cry out and to weep, asking God to pardon their sins. We all ran to the two chapels
in the village, which were soon filled to overflowing. During those long moments of the solar prodigy, objects around us
turned all the colors of the rainbow. We saw ourselves blue, yellow, red, etc. All these strange phenomena increased the
fears of the people. After about ten minutes the sun, now dull and pallid, returned to its place. When the people realized
that the danger was over, there was an explosion of joy, and everyone joined in thanksgiving and praise to our Lady.
-

Fr. Ignacio Lorenco (Alburitel, 11 miles away) https://www.ewtn.com/fatima/sixth-apparition-of-our-lady.asp

