Fi h Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday, February 8, 2015
Call 293-2101 to make an appointment.
admin@stmaryanacortes.org
Music@stmaryanacortes.org / liturgy@stmaryanacortes.org
Fform@stmaryanacortes. org
Youth@stmaryanacortes.org
Andyleech@msn.com
GeorgemKush@icloud.com
winndriver@comcast.net

Fr. Marion Nguyen, OSB—Priest Administrator
Dorothy L Conklin—Pastoral Assistant for Administra on
John H. Fahey—Pastoral Assistant for Music & Liturgy
James Liberty—Pastoral Assistant for Faith Forma on
Laurie Liberty—Pastoral Assistant for Youth Ministry
Andy Leech—Chair, Pastoral Council
George Kushner—Chair, Finance Council
John Chambers—Co-Chair Finance Council

Tel: 360-293-2101 website: h p://www.stmaryanacortes.org
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PERPETUAL ADORATION—OPEN HOURS AVAILABLE
SUN

2 am & 11 pm

MON 12, 1, 2, 3 & 4 am
TUE

12, 1, 2, & 4 am

WED 12, 4 am & 11 pm

THUR

12- 4 am & 11pm

FRI

3, 5 & 8 am; &7 pm

SAT

9, & 11 pm

Contact Sally 293-3222

Happy Valen ne’s
Dinner & Dance
Sat. Feb. 14 at the FAC
$25.00 per person.
Angus Prime Rib Dinner prepared to your taste
Decadent Dessert to follow.

4B4U

for your dancing and listening pleasure
To get your ckets, contact:

Mark: 588-0690/ Jerry: 293-5755/ Cecil: 293-4666
Don: 293-2772/ Dave: 293-4359/ Ben: 293-2105
Dennis: 293-4179/ Bill: 299-2377/ Pat: 293-4915
Jim: 293-2029 /Pete: 360-567-0744 &
Doug: 360-899-5095

LIFE, PEACE & JUSTICE—ARCHD. OF SEATTLE
Lichtenwalner Update - Dr. Andrew Lichtenwalner will speak
on "The Mystery and VocaƟon of the Family" on Thursday,
February 19, 2015, at St. Monica Parish, Mercer Island, beginning at 7:00 pm. Dr. Lichtenwalner is the Execu ve Director
of the Secretariat of Laity, Marriage, Family Life and Youth at
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB). His
presenta on will include:
*
*
*

USCCB ini a ves on Marriage and Family Life
The World Mee ng of Families in Philadelphia, September 22-27
The two Synods on the Family

St. Monica's is oﬀering some limited childcare - call OCFF. The
event is free but we ask that you RSVP to ocﬀ@sea learch.org
or 206-382-4096 by Thursday, February 12. To download the
flyer, visit the Faith Forma on Events page.

WMF Pilgrimage
The Archdiocese of Sea le is organizing two pilgrimage packages for people from the Archdiocese who want to travel to
the World MeeƟng of Families (WMF), including the Papal
Mass on Sept. 27. The theme of this year's WMF is "Love is Our
Mission: The Family Fully Alive." You won't want to miss this
opportunity to par cipate in Pope Francis' first visit to the U.S.
For a complete list of speakers and other details about the
WMF, visit the oﬃcial WMF website: worldmee ng2015.org.
To download flyers : h p://www.sea learchdiocese.org/CFF/
FamilyLife/default.aspx
WMF Study Guide - The Archdiocese of Philadelphia has released Study Guide for Adult Forma on for those who want to
get into the spirit of September's World Mee ng of Families.
Join the world as we ready our minds for the important topics
to be discussed at the World MeeƟng of Families (WMF) - Philadelphia 2015 congress. Study the oﬃcial Preparatory Catechesis Study Guide with members of your parish to supplement
our understanding of the God's plan for the family. The Study
Guide is intended for all adults, whether or not you are planning on going to Philadelphia.
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Fr. Marion’s Corner

FAITH FORMATION NEWS
FIRST RECONCILIATION:
On February 11, 2015 the First Communion class will
be making their First Reconcilia on as they prepare to receive
their First Holy Communion on May 17th. Please include the
class in your prayers:
Michael Ancona
Siena Ancona
Benedict Buyske
Jayden Coyle
Andrew Manni
Gabriella Ocampo
Nicolas Ring
A.J. Rodio
Samuel Williams
Daniel Zeller
Thanks. Laurie
ST. ANDREW MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
"Men of Saint Mary: Are you looking for fun, fellowship, and a
deeper understanding of scripture? Come join the St. Andrew
Men’s Bible Study as we embark on the 8-session course “A
Quick Journey Through the Bible” by Jeﬀ Cavins. Be not afraid
- this is a beginner study - you don’t need to know anything
other than that there is a bible. Sessions will be on the first
and third Tuesdays of the month, and will begin on Tuesday,
03 February. Sessions will run from 7:30 p.m. to around 9:00
p.m. Each session starts with a 30 minute DVD presenta on
followed by discussion period.
Contact Keith Mack
(keith.mack@comcast.net) or the Faith Forma on oﬃce for
more informa on about the program.”
Junior High Rally, "MAKE A MESS," March 7, 2015
This year's theme invites par cipants to answer Pope Francis's
call to be Missionary Disciples and live our faith boldly -- at
mes "making a mess."
EXPERIENCE:
 Music, Crowd Breakers, Games, Faith Discussions & Engaging Speakers
 St. James Cathedral: Opportunity to learn more about
our cathedral
 Mass with Archbishop Sartain
 Prayer Experience: A wonderful chance for youth & leaders to explore the rich tradiƟons of our faith
WEBSITE: Visit the site for the most updated informaƟon:
WWW.SEATTLEARCHDIOCESE.ORG/JHR. You will find Junior
High Coordinator informaƟon; Parish Leadership packet
(downloadable); Resources to help you plan, and InformaƟon
and ways to volunteer.

V Ordinary B
This past week, a young couple in their 30's and I went to the
Grand View mausoleum to pray for their four deceased children
before taking their bodies to their new home in California.
There were two small containers, one containing three children
(triplets) who died in the womb a er 14 weeks and the fourth
child who spent all three months of her life at The Children's
Hospital and then died from liver and kidney failure. The prayers were short, but we spent nearly an hour conversing about
the children's short lives, how they were loved and missed. We
talked about the hopes and dreams of the parents and their
love for their two-year-old son who is alive. We thanked God
for the gi of faith and how Jesus's presence has been felt
throughout the darkness of these experiences. We talked,
laughed, cried, even took some selfies at the end. It was a grace
-filled hour.
Most people who have experienced something similar to this
couple would be devastated because it is so “out of the
norm”. But what exactly is “normal”? Why did God allow this to
happen to this couple and not to us? Why does God allow me to
live 39 years versus 3 months in the womb or 3 months out of
the womb? What is normal? In this context, what seemed normal in the past is no longer normal to me. The normal life that
you and I live is in fact, not normal, but grace-filled. The fact
that you and I are breathing is a miracle. That fact that the sun
rises, the grass grows, the animals move about and flourish;
these are all miracles. The fact that I am wri ng this note and
you are reading it, is a miracle. As the Psalmist proclaims this
truth, our hearts align with it: “How varied are your works,
LORD! In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of
your creatures... When you hide your face, they panic. Take
away their breath, they perish and return to the dust. Send
forth your spirit, they are created and you renew the face of the
earth.” (Psalm. 104) No ma er how normal our lives may seem,
we in fact, are living extraordinary lives. Jesus Christ has given
us His Holy Spirit in whom we live, move, and have our being. I
pray that you and I grow in awareness of this miracle that is our
life.
Fr. Marion

P.S. Crema on is permi ed under “pastoral” circumstances. An
example of when crema on is permi ed is when a body has
been dismembered in an accident/explosion. Retaining the
body for burial is s ll the norm of the Church to communicate
respect for the body and our belief that Jesus will raise our mortal bodies in the resurrec on.
Fr. Marion

